
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent Laws and Legislation  
 
South Africa 
 
April 26, 2013 - National Assembly approves 
Controversial Information Bill.  
This bill mandates that journalists censor 
themselves, and if they reveal any classified 
state information they could face up to twenty-
five years in prison. This is a huge issue 
because the majority of journalists base their 
stories on news leaks.  
Opponents to the bill say it was designed to 
prevent journalists “from investigating 
allegations of corruption within the 
government or ruling African National 
Congress or President Zuma’s circle of 
associates.” – Reporters Without Borders 
 

�  Knowledge is power – Read! Don’t just turn to  
U-S news outlets. Check out other international news 
outlets such as BBC. 

� Social Media – Pick a country, other than the US, 
and then find a famous journalist from there. Read or 
subscribe to their blog via RSS feeds, and follow them 
on Twitter or Facebook because being connected is 
vital to your success.   

�  Keep up – It’s important to keep in touch with what 
is going on in the world. Especially when it comes to 
news. Use RSS feeds or e-newsletter subscriptions to 
Reuters or AP. It’s okay not to see everything in the 
news, as long as you are making an effort to stay 
informed.   

�  Volunteer – Contact organizations such as 
Reporters without Borders to see if you can volunteer, 
and keep in touch with their site to see what’s going on 
the world in terms of press freedom.  

�   If you are a journalist, be sure to practice accurate 
and truthful reporting. Be thankful for that freedom!  

HOW YOU CAN HELP? 

Global Center for Journalism and Democracy 
 
Dan Rather Communications Building,  
Room 308, Huntsville, TX 77340 
Phone: (936) 294-3499 
 

United States 
Reporters Without Borders 
Delphine Halgand 
Southern Railway Building 
15th & K Street, NW 
Suite 600 
Washington DC, 20005 
E-mail : dcdesk@rsf.org 
Tel : +1 202-256-5613 
http://www.un.org/en/events/pressfreedomday/ 

 

Costa Rica 
 
April 23, 2013 – National Assembly passes 
amendment to computer crime laws.  
The law states that journalists will be punished for 
using technology to leak information.  It’s essentially 
considered a “gag law”. Journalists must keep quiet 
by law or face prison time. This amendment took out 
a key and volatile clause that promised four to eight 
years in prison for any journalist “publishing secret 
information” but there is still a clause that says 
“revealing state secrets related to national security, 
defiance of sovereignty and foreign relations will be 
punishable by one to six years in prison.” Reporters 
Without Borders 
 
** Of note: Costa Rica’s ranking in the latest Reporters 
Without Borders press freedom index, 18th out of 179 
countries, is the best in Latin America. 
 

For more information contact: 



 

World Press Freedom Day 2013 
 

Media in Syria 
 
� The US-based Committee to Protect Journalists 
ranked Syria as the most dangerous place in the 
world for journalists in 2012. 
� 28 journalists were "killed in combat or targeted 
for murder by government or opposition forces". 
�TV is Syria's most popular medium. The 
government and ruling party own and control much 
of the broadcast/print media. Traditional media 
outlets do not carry criticism of the president, and 
journalists practice self-censorship.** 

Media in Algeria 
 
�TV and radio stations broadcasting from Algerian 
soil are state-controlled, but privately-owned 
networks transmit from abroad via satellite.** 
�A media bill passed in late 2011 aims to open the 
broadcasting sector to private operators. While 
promising press freedom, it requires journalists not 
to undermine national identity, sovereignty and 
security.** 
�There is a lively private press. However, 
journalists and newspapers "are often subjected to 
financial, judicial, physical or psychological 
harassment or encounter technical difficulties with 
printing and distribution", Reporters Without 
Borders said in 2012.** 

Key predators of World Press Freedom 
 
�Bashar Al-Assad, President – Syria** 
�Paul Kagame, President – Rwanda** 
�Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of the 
Islamic  Republic – Iran** 
 
More Statistics: 
 
In 2013, there were 19 journalists killed, 9 
netizens* and citizen journalists killed, 
175 journalists imprisoned and 157 
netizens imprisoned.**  
 

Mohammed Aly Sergie is the Senior 
Editor at Syria Deeply. He previously 
reported on private equity deals for Dow 
Jones in New York and is credited by 
some with helping to change the way 
news was delivered in Saudi Arabia by 
covering major political and business 
stories all over the kingdom. Mohammed 
was the first foreign correspondent on the 
ground to report on the border conflict 
between Saudi Arabia and the Houthi 
rebels in Yemen. – Syria Deeply 
 
Syria Deeply is an independent digital 
media project led by journalists that want 
to create a new model of storytelling 
around a global crisis. They hope to add 
deeper understanding to global 
conversations by mixing the power of 
citizen journalism with the standards of 
the professional press. – Syria Deeply 

Karim Boussalem is a journalist and 
teacher located in Algeria. He works for 
ENTV under the Ministry of 
Communications.  
 
ENTV provides public service 
television. It has a monopoly on the 
broadcasting of television programs in 
the country and wants to inform, educate 
and entertain. They do this through the 
dissemination of all reports. From issues 
and programs relating to the local and 
international, they also cover problems of 
current national, regional life. - ENTV 
 

 
 

** Reporters Without Borders 
*netizen – internet citizen who is an avid proponent of free speech 


