ABSTRACT

Definition

Most research papers, as well as journal articles, begin with a summary of the important points in that article. This summary, approximately one paragraph in length, is called an abstract. Components vary according to discipline; an abstract of a social science or scientific work may contain the scope, purpose, results, and contents of the work. An abstract of a humanities work may contain the thesis, background, and conclusion of the larger work. Abstracts in the hard sciences and social sciences often put more emphasis on methods than do abstracts in the humanities; humanities abstracts often spend much more time explaining their objective than science abstracts do. 

APA guidelines – 120 words or less

Using Abstracts When Conducting a Literature Review

An abstract is a researcher's best friend because it encapsulates the most important information contained in a paper or article. Researchers use abstracts to determine whether articles are relevant to the research topic. If the abstract indicates relevance, the researcher then goes on to read the entire article. If the article is relevant, a researcher may include it in his or her literature review.

Writing an Abstract

An abstract contains a number of important features concerning a research study. When writing an abstract, a researcher should ensure that the following elements are included:

1. Identify the topic of the research study.
2. Identify the general purpose of the research study.

3. Identify the research question or hypothesis.

4. Identify the participants and research procedures.

5. Identify the relevant findings of the research study.

6. Identify the conclusions or implications of the study.

Sample Abstracts
Andrews, P .H. (1987). Gender differences in persuasive communication and attribution

of success and failure, Human Communication Research, 13., p. 372. Sage Publications,

Inc.
This study examined the impact of gender on persuasive communication, considering the gender of both speaker and listener, and comparing the self-expectations and evaluations of the speakers before and after their communicative exchanges. Findings revealed that females expressed less confidence than males concerning their ability to communicate their arguments persuasively, even though trained communication raters indicated that both genders performed equally well. Subjects varied in their expressed self-confidence, however, depending upon whether they were addressing their arguments to a male or a female. In addition, males rated their communication "performances” more positively than did females. In attributing their perceived success to various factors, men were more likely to acknowledge their natural communication ability than were women, while women were more inclined than men to point to their effort as the cause of their success. Finally, male and female subjects differed from each other in the way they argued, with males being more inclined to present criterion-based arguments and women more likely to invent their own. Again, both genders tended to use different types of arguments, depending upon the gender of the listener. Several issues raised by the study, especially the gender differences in argument type and the apparent gender-based audience assumptions, warrant further study.

Kenneth Tait Andrews, "'Freedom is a constant struggle': The dynamics and consequences of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, 1960-1984" Ph.D. State University of New York at Stony Brook, 1997 DAI-A 59/02, p. 620, Aug 1998

This dissertation examines the impacts of social movements through a multi-layered study of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement from its peak in the early 1960s through the early 1980s. By examining this historically important case, I clarify the process by which movements transform social structures and the constraints' movements face when they try to do so. The time period studied in this dissertation includes the expansion of voting rights and gains in black political power, the desegregation of public schools and the emergence of white-flight academies, and the rise and fall of federal anti-poverty programs. I use two major research strategies: (1) a quantitative analysis of county-level data and (2) three case studies. Data have been collected from archives, interviews, newspapers and published reports. This dissertation challenges the argument that movements are inconsequential. Indeed, some view federal agencies, courts, political parties, or economic elites as the agents driving institutional change. Typically these groups acted in response to movement demands and the leverage brought to bear by the civil rights movement. The Mississippi movement attempted to forge independent structures for sustaining challenges to local inequities and injustices. By propelling change in an array of local institutions, movement infrastructures had an enduring legacy in Mississippi.
Useful links:
http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/abstracts.html
http://www.learning.wisc.edu/ugsymposium/abstracts.html

