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have stopped preducing estleely are almost nonexistent. Furthermore, when barren dees are found, it is akinost always a result of some physiological
malfunctien rather than age, Obviously, there is a fimi{ to the age at which does remain productive, but very few individuals reach such an advanced
age, The effect of these few Individuals is essenilally insignificast to the prodsuctivity of the popisiation,

Inbreeding Is ansther factor which concerns people invelved in deer management, Inbreeding does eccur in wild deer populations, but is not a probiem
2s It is in domestic livestock, Inbreeding in most wild deer populations is probably of little conseguence, since the number of animals in a herd is
usually suffictently large to avoid close inbreeding.

Proper management of deer herds Is accomplished by regulating harvests to keep deer populatlons in balance with their food supplies and
manipulating habitats through various land management practices to make an area mere favorable to desr. Another facter which must be considered,
fiowever, is the compatibility of deer populations with commercial agricuiture, forestry and other interests. Problems often arise when adjeining
fandowners have different interests and objectives, It should be an objective of deer management to annuaily produce, harvest and utilize an optimurs
crop of haaithy animals consistent with other uses of the land.

Record Keeping

A detailed and accurate record-keeping effort is necessary for a successful deer management program. Records should he kept of the date and sex of
each deer harvested and biological data on age, weight, antler development and productivity. Data from the yeariing (1% year) age class provides the
mos{ reliable indicator of a deer herd's health, Accurate determination of age is essential te abtaining good records. A mandible (lower jawbone} should
be remowved and preperly iabeled from each animal harvested. Labeled jawbones and the records of biclogical data kept throughout the seasen shoufd
be given to a wiidlife biologist for aging and date analysis. South Carofina Deparlment of Natural Resources provides assistance for landewners who are
interested in developing a record-keeping pregram for harvested deer,

Knowiedge ef trends in annual harvests and biological condition, along with data from parasite burdens, spotiight counts and browse utifization surveys

provide biologists and land mangers with a sound basis for future harvest recommendations. This approach will assure maintenance of guality habitats
and a healthy well-managed deer herd,
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