
Elizabeth M. Muchmore

Thesis Defense
College of  Humanities and Social 
Sciences
Department of  Sociology
MA, Sociology

Committee Members
Dr. TzeLi Hsu
Dr. Jin Young Choi
Dr. J. Bart Stykes

Sociodemographic Disparities With Satisfaction 
and Autonomy at End of Life

PUBLIC DEFENSE ANNOUNCEMENT

The End of  life (EOL) is a sensitive and vulnerable 
time for most people and their families. In the US, 
disparities in access to EOL care and the quality that 
various sociodemographic groups receive exist. This 
work illuminates how quality of  care varies for non-
white people vs white people, those with different 
education levels, and income levels. Satisfaction with 
EOL care and autonomy in medical decision making are 
two understudied measures of  quality of  EOL care and 
how they differ for those in different sociodemographic 
groups will be explored in this work.
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