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SHSU Graduate School Oral Defense Announcement Form
As stated in the Graduate Catalog and Academic Calendar, a public defense, that is open to the University 

community, is required by all thesis/dissertation track graduate students. The Graduate School supports and 
encourages the work that graduate students put into their research. The purpose of the public defense announcement 

is to promote and inform the SHSU community of graduate research and the successful completion of theses/
dissertations. This form is to get information on graduate students' research, career aspirations and any other 

informations that students would like to share in conjunction with the announcement form below. The information 
provided on the first page will be posted on the Graduate School's web page and is optional. Please fill out the formal 

announcement in its entirety on the second page. Complete this form at least two weeks prior to your defense. 

Please describe your experience completing your degree program?

What are your career aspirations and plans after graduation. 

**If you would like to add a photograph of yourself, please attach it to the email with this form. 
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	Text24: Alexis N. Taylor
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	Text30: DIFFERENCES IN THE MATHEMATICS PERFORMANCE OF TEXAS GRADE 4 BOYS AND GIRLS ENROLLED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION AS A FUNCTION OF THEIR ECONOMIC STATUS AND ETHNICITY/RACE: A MULTIYEAR STATEWIDE INVESTIGATION 
	Text31: Dr. John R. Slate, Dr. Frederick C. Lunenburg, Dr. Cynthia Martinez-Garcia, Dr. Janene W. Hemmen
	Text32: The purpose of this journal-ready dissertation was to determine the degree to which the economic status and ethnicity/race of Texas Grade 4 boys and girls in special education are related to their mathematics performance on Texas state-mandated assessment. In the first article, the purpose was to ascertain the effect of the economic status (i.e., Poor and Not Poor) of boys in special education on their mathematics performance on the Texas state-mandated assessment. In the second article, the purpose was to examine the mathematics performance of Grade 4 boys in special education as a function of their ethnicity/race (i.e., Black, Hispanic, and White). In the third article, the purpose was to investigate the extent to which the economic status (i.e., Poor and Not Poor) related to the mathematics performance of Grade 4 girls in special education. In all three articles, the extent to which trends might be present in the Reporting Categories (i.e., Reporting Category I: understand numerical representations and relationships, Reporting Category II: computations and algebraic relationships, Reporting Category III: geometry and measurements, and Reporting Category IV: data analysis and personal financial literature) and mathematics performance levels: (i.e., Approaches Grade Level, Meets Grade Level, and Masters Grade Level) was examined across three school years (i.e., 2015-2016, 2016-2017, 2017-2018).
	Text3: My experience at Sam Houston State University exceeded my expectations and has been nothing short of spectacular, which could not have happened without my professors, who challenged me to be an excellent leader and influential individual. Furthermore, my Cohort 40 family created a supportive and innovative environment that encouraged me to grow. I am blessed to have met the most brilliant people I once called friends, but now I consider family. I have learned so much from each individual, which has groomed me into being a universal leader. Being a scholar of the Doctorate of Educational Leadership Program presented me with various opportunities that allowed me to flourish. I co-published a collegiate textbook. I was chosen as a Jackson Scholar, which broaden my horizon. I attended and participated in several locals, state, and national research conferences. During this rewarding journey, I learned so much about myself, and after graduating from this program, I will never be the same. 
	Text4: I have a plethora of goals and aspirations. I inspire to be a Special Education Executive Director or Human Relations Executive Director, and later a Superintendent. 
	Text5: Doctor of Education (EdD)


