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This is Our Youth
By Kenneth Lonergan

Director
SAGE CANTU

Scenic Coordinator
NICHOLAS GRAVES

Sound Design
CODA PARISELLI

Lighting Design
CODA PARISELLI

Stage Manager
VANA SALOIS

SPECIAL THANKS
Susan Cantu, Fabian Cantu, Melissa Zarb-Cousin
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Dennis

Warren
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BENJAMIN TREVIÑO

BRANDON THOMAS

LILLA BOYETT
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

— SAGE CANTU

This is Our Youth is a story that is rooted in Friendship, independence, with a hint 
of drugs! I chose to direct this show because I absolutely loved the story and felt 
that I could bring this dramedy to life in a fun and relatable way. This show takes 
place in a studio apartment in New York in the year of 1982. This show is meant 
to be a delivery and expression of honesty allowing the audience to relate to the 
characters in an honest and therapeutic way. This show is meant for you laugh but 
also think about the choices you’re making at this time in your life. At the end of 
the day, you will be leaving thinking, is this your youth?
 
Thank you to all who encouraged me to pursue this opportunity during the 
busiest time of my college career. Without these people there may have not been 
a production, but I have learned that anything is possible, and you can strive for 
anything you desire no matter what anyone says. A special thanks to my peers as 
well for encouraging me along the way, without all of you I wouldn’t be able to hold 
my head high but because of you I can be the best version of myself that I can be.
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LILLA BOYETT
Jessica

Lilla is a sophomore theatre major with emphasis in education 
from Glen Rose, Texas. This is her debut to the SHSU stage. 
At other institutions, she has appeared as the dance captain for 
Footloose, a featured member of the ensemble in All Shook Up, and 
as an ensemble member in The Addams Family. Upon graduation, 
Lilla plans to pursue a career in education. 

BRANDON THOMAS
Warren

Brandon is a sophomore theatre major from Frisco, Texas. This is 
his debut to the SHSU stage! Other SHSU credits include Run 
Crew for the Director Debut series, ensemble in the 24-Hour Play 
Festival as well as various roles in the Spring 2022 Stage Readings. 
At other institutions he has appeared as Jason Posner in Wit, the 
Fight Captain in The Angelina Project and as Reverend Hale in The 
Crucible. Upon graduation Brandon plans to pursue a career in 
acting, voice acting and directing. 

BENJAMIN TREVIÑO
Dennis

Benjamin is a freshman musical theatre major from Harlingen, 
Texas. SHSU audiences may remember him as a member of the 
ensemble in American Idiot. Upon graduation, Benjamin plans to 
pursue a career in acting.
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SAGE CANTU
Director

Sage is a senior theatre major from San Antonio, Texas. SHSU 
audiences may remember them as Cannibal Queen in Airness, 
Hall in Men on Boats, a member of the ensemble in Town Hall, 
one of the Servants in Pride & Prejudice and as the Assistant Stage 
Manager for Let Me Down Easy. Upon graduation, Sage plans to 
pursue a career in directing.

VANA SALOIS
Stage Manager

Vana is a senior theatre major from Galveston, Texas. Their SHSU 
credits include Stage Manager/scenic painter for Airness, assistant 
stage manager for The Swan, puppetry/props for Crazy Ol’ 
Maurice, scenic painter/puppetry for A Doctor in Spite of Himself, 
and scenic painter for American Idiot and Antigone. At other 
institutions, they have appeared as The Servant/Dramaturg 
for Blood Wedding, Assistant Director/Assistant Stage Manager 
for Things I know to be True, and Chloe in Wilderness. Upon 
graduation, Vana plans to pursue a career in stage management, 
properties and set dressing.

LIESEL MCMAHAN
Assistant Stage Manager

Liesel is a sophomore theatre major from Oilton, Texas. This 
is their first production to participate in at SHSU. At other 
institutions they have appeared in Chicago and Legally Blonde: 
The Musical. Upon graduation, Liesel plans to pursue a career as 
a project manager in construction as well as participating in local 
theatre. 
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POSTER DESIGN
Parker Marley

CODA PARISELLI
Lighting & Sound Design

Coda is a senior theatre major from Houston, Texas. Their SHSU 
credits include sound designer for Antigone, A Doctor in Spite of 
Himself, and assistant stage manager for Hands on a Hardbody. At 
other institutions, they have been the lighting designer for The 
Carrier and Ordinary Days, the sound designer for Wilderness, 
and the assistant stage manager for From White Plains. Upon 
graduation, Coda plans to pursue a career in design and stage 
management.

VY TRAN
Assistant Stage Manager

Vy is a freshman musical theatre major from Houston, Texas. 
This is her first production to participate in at SHSU. Upon 
graduation, Vy plans to pursue a career in acting. 

KAI TAYLOR
Assistant Stage Manager

Kai is a freshman theatre education major from Tomball, Texas. 
Their SHSU credits include assistant stage manager for Airness. 
Upon graduation, Kai plans to pursue a career in directing and 
theatre education.
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TECHNICAL CREW

Assistant Stage Managers

Light Board Operator

Sound Board Operator

Backstage Hand

Costume Run Crew

Costume Shop Assistants

Directing Advisors

Stage Management Advisor

Intimacy Choreographer

Liesel McMahan, Kai Taylor, Vy Tran                 

Caelen Fricke 

Jayden Strawn              

Dillion Vidaurri

Bailey Poston, Anthony Sloterdijk

Kaylee Baldwin, RB Reynolds, Grace Wacker 

Aaron Brown, Penny Hasekoester, 
Patrick Pearson

Patrick Pearson

Penny Hasekoester

MANAGEMENT CREW

Mackenzie Aguilar, Lauren Bender, Tyler Bruffett, Kasey Courtney, Yesenia Colondres, James Dean, 
Isaac Gonzalez, Jessica Gutierrez, Zara Hernandez, Robert Hope, Ellie King, Paige Klase,

Garett Martin, Orlando Martinez, Rheagen Olsen, Caroline McReynolds, Bella Moulton, Bryce Pullen, 
Jennifer Rodriguez, Saroa Dwayne Sasa, Erick Silvia, Benjamin Treviño, Makenna Vincent,

Paschal Williams

POSTER DESIGN
Parker Marley

PUBLICITY PHOTOS
Cara DeGaish
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THEATRE AND MUSICAL THEATRE FACULTY AND STAFF

Ronald E. Shields, Ph.D.

Penelope Hasekoester, M.F.A.

Thomas Prior, M.F.A.

Laura Avery, D.M.A., S.V.W.

Aaron Brown, M.F.A. 

Kyle Craig-Bogard, M.F.A.

Macaela Carder, Ph.D.

Kevin Crouch, M.F.A.

George Curry, M.F.A.

Dain Geist, M.F.A.

Nicholas Graves, M.F.A.

Kristina Hanssen, M.F.A.

Donna Hinds Sawyers, M.M., S.V.W.

Victoria Lantz, Ph.D.

Eric Marsh, M.F.A.

Patrick Pearson, M.F.A.

Karen Rees, D.Mu., S.V.W.

Amanda Waites, M.F.A., S.V.W.

Paula Green, B.A.

James Shields, M.S., M.B.A

Katie Stefaniak Prior, M.Ed.

Professor of Theatre
Dean, College of Arts & Media

Professor of Theatre 
Associate Dean, College of Arts & Media

Department of Theatre & Musical Theatre Chair
Professor of Theatre

Professor of Theatre

Assistant Professor of Theatre

Assistant Professor of Theatre

Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre

Associate Professor of Theatre

Costume Shop Supervisor

Lecturer of Theatre

Department of Theatre & Musical Theatre 
Associate Chair, Associate Professor of Theatre

Professor of Theatre

Lecturer of Theatre

Associate Professor of Theatre

Professor of Theatre

Assistant Professor of Theatre

Lecturer of Theatre

Lecturer of Theatre

Theatre Administrative Secretary

Box Office Manager, PAC & UTC

Theatre & House Manager, UTC
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THEATRE & MUSICAL THEATRE PATRONS

You can help attract and attain talented students by becoming a patron. Tax-deductible 
contributions to the theatre, musical theatre, and/or dance scholarship and development 

funds may be made to the Department of Theatre and Musical Theatre. Designate which area 
you wish to support. Stars donate $1000, Angels grant $550-$999, Benefactors provide 

$250-$549, Donors contribute $150-$249, and Contributors give up to $149. 

Visit us online to make donations or send contributions to: The Department of Theatre and 
Musical Theatre, Sam Houston State University, Box 2297 Huntsville, TX 77341-2297.

 

STARS                                                                                                                           

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Bozeman, Michael Czerwinski, Penny Hasekoester, 
The Humphreys Foundation, Charles & Deborah L. Jones, Scott & Mary McCarley, 
Darlene & Jose Mendez, Mr. Glenn Payne, Ronald E. Shields & Renee Thompson

 

ANGELS 

Richard Eglsaer, Frank & Maria Holmes,  Jennifer Pontius
 

BENEFACTORS

Harold Hurry, Ken & Roberta Krock, John C. & Julia B. Roberts, Larry D. Routh,
Wes & Susan Sanders, Teri & Ahmed W. Samadazi

 

DONORS

Kevin & Erin Crouch, Henry & Donna Dedek, Bruce & Paula Green, Patrick Pearson
 

CONTRIBUTORS                                                                                                                

Agess, LLC., Dr. Laura Avery & Eric Gundersen, Craig & Sara Brossman, Aaron & Holly Brown,
 Dr. Macaela Carder, John B. Forester, Jodi K. & Lloyd Hisaka, Nick & Vicky Lantz, 

Matt & Sarah-Jane Menefee, Paul & Carol McBeth, Claire Hart-Palumbo, Tom & Katie Prior, 
Zoe Sommers, Matthew J. Stepan
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NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
 

William F. Brown Endowed Scholarship

Margaret A. Conwell Memorial Musical Theatre Endowed Scholarship

Kevin Dodson Memorial Theatre Endowed Scholarship

Nancy Gaertner Performing Arts Endowed Scholarship

Ruth Wynne Thomason Hollinshead Endowed Scholarship in Theatre & Dance

Humphreys Foundation-Drama Scholarships

Mary S. and G. Scott McCarley Performing Arts Endowed Scholarship

Sofia Victoria Mendez Performing Arts Scholarship

Jim & Julee Miller Theatre Scholarship

Ethel Brown Nicholson Endowed Scholarship

Ethel Brown Nicholson Scholarship in Honor of James Bozeman Jr.

Katherine and Glenn Payne Theatre Scholarship

Larry D. Routh Theatre Production Endowed Scholarship

Daniel Sellers Memorial Endowed Scholarship in Musical Theatre

Dr. Charles A. Schmidt Drama & Dance Endowed Scholarship

SHSU Dance and Theatre Endowed Scholarship

Erica Starr Memorial Theatre Endowed Scholarship

Erica Starr “Live Your Dream” Memorial Theatre Endowed Scholarship

Nancy and Mike Czerwinski “Dream With Me” Scholarship

Bill & Ann Stokes Endowed Scholarship

Department of Theatre and Musical Theatre Scholarships

Thelma Jean Barnes Townley Scholarship

Katy & E. Don Walker, Sr. Endowed Scholarship                                                                                

Jennifer Kathleen Weber Memorial Endowed Scholarship



FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

SCAN THE QR CODE TO VIEW OUR

2022–2023 SEASON

SHSU THEATRE & MUSICAL THEATRE

@SHSUTHEATRE

BOARD OF REGENTS
THE TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

Duke Austin, Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Houston
Garry Crain, First Vice Chairman . . . . . . . .         San Marcos
Alan L. Tinsley, Second Vice Chairman. . .    Madisonville 
Charlie Amato. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      San Antonio 
Sheila Faske. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Rose City
Dionicio (Don) Flores. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    El Paso
Nicki Harle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Baird
Stephen Lee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Beaumont
William F. Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Nederland
Gabriel Webb, Student Regent. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              The Hills

Brian McCall, Chancellor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Austin

SHSUTICKETS.COM


