
My name is Ryan Moreno and I am graduated from the Engineering Technology program at Sam 
Houston State University in December 2018. I am currently working as an operator for South Texas 
Project Nuclear Operating Company, a nuclear power generating station located in Wadsworth, Texas 
which is in Matagorda County. https://www.stpnoc.com/ 

 

Throughout the Engineering Technology program, I was surrounded by great professors, instructors and 
advisors who greatly helped me in achieving my goals to graduate and eventually lead me to securing a 
job in the nuclear field. The program offers great courses for an all-around learning experience in 
management, leadership, and the industry in Engineering Technology as a whole. The Engineering 
Technology program offers many great seminars, job fairs and has unlimited resources to networking to 
ensure every student is successful. Throughout my time in this program, I learned so many things that 
have allowed me to become very successful after I graduated. In my field as an operator, I do a wide 
abundance of things from in service test on a lot of our equipment for multiple systems in the plant. 
Taking readings on certain components to make sure everything is working correctly and running large 
safety diesel generators to make sure they will operate properly in case of an emergency. The level of 
focus we must have when working in the nuclear industry is honestly something I have never 
experienced before. You must be perfect one hundred percent of the time with whatever you are doing 
whether it’s a simple task or complex task because behind every switch and every valve there is a 
nuclear reactor and one small error could lead to something much bigger possibly causing the plant to 
shut down or something worse.  

 

The Engineering Technology courses I took were great and some were very challenging requiring me to 
think outside of the box to get the outcome or answer I wanted. Dealing with these challenges in the 
courses at Sam Houston have set me up for success in the nuclear industry and I can honestly say 
without the help of the fantastic professors such as Dr. Pecan, Waugh, and many others in the 
Engineering Technology department I would not have the same success in my career as an operator in 
the nuclear industry and for that I am grateful. 

 


