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SHSU theater department bringing academic engagement to young Huntsville students
By Angela Theis SHSU College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication  Oct 6, 2016

     

The Sam Houston State Department of Theatre and Musical Theatre is partnering with the Huntsville Public Library to provide a series of free after-
school history drama lessons to elementary school-aged children.

The series takes place throughout October, starting today, and continuing on Oct. 20 and Oct. 27. Lessons run from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. each day. Three
iconic presidents and corresponding topics will be taught on each day.

Today, SHSU theater students will engage the elementary students in activities relating to President George Washington and the American Revolution,
followed by President Abraham Lincoln and Thanksgiving on Oct. 20. The series will conclude with President Theodore Roosevelt and Mount Rushmore
on Oct. 27.

The project is based in theater professor Dr. Victoria Lantz’s Academic Community Engagement Children’s Creative Drama course. All of the activities
are provided completely free of charge by the Huntsville Public Library and the Sam Houston State University Department of Theatre and Musical
Theatre.

“I was looking for partners for my Academic Community Engaged class, and the Public Library was very excited to have us come in with five different
story dramas,” Lantz said. “The library is open to the public, and after school, so it has great benefits to sharing these activities with lots of children.”

The theme of kinesthetic learning is the driving force behind the program. Both SHSU and elementary students will be involved in the learning process,
in a hands-on approach to teaching.

According to Lantz, the theater students will walk the elementary schoolchildren through a series of exercises based in dramatic lessons using
movement, pantomime, sounds and some characters to express key elements linked to the historical narrative they are trying to tell.

“For example, we are going to experience the 1777 winter at Valley Forge and the children, as Revolutionary soldiers, will have to decide what supplies
we need and how we can get them,” Lantz said.

According to the American Alliance for Theatre and Education, students involved in dramatic arts have higher standardized test scores, experience
improved reading comprehension, maintain better attendance records and stay generally more engaged in school than their nonarts counterparts. Lantz
agrees.

“Using drama means we are able to engage multiple intelligences and the children are learning through aural, vocal, kinetic, visual, and practical
methods throughout the lesson,” Lantz said. “The kids are active, having fun and engaged.”

The interactive experience aims to be a fun way for kids to develop a deeper understanding of the specific events that took place in history, and to learn
about the role three famous presidents played in our nation’s past.

The Huntsville Public Library series is free and open to all elementary-aged students in the Huntsville community.
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