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Teacher Directions

Explain to students that they are to:
• Transcribe the DNA into mRNA codons by writing the complementary bases.
• Find a codon’s first base in the first column of the chart; stay in this row.
• Find the second base in the middle of the chart, stay in this box.
• Locate the third base in the far right column, this is the amino acid that matches 

the mRNA codon.
• Warn students against using the tRNA anticodon when using the chart. 
• Remind students of the different purposes of the mRNA and tRNA. It is the messenger RNA

codon that carries the message specifying a certain amino acid; it is the transfer RNA that 
transfers that amino acid to the growing protein chain.

• The tRNA anticodon is a sequence of three nucleotides that are the complement of the three 
nucleotides in the mRNA codon. The function of the anticodon is to help the tRNA find the 
appropriate amino acid that the mRNA codon specified.

Answer Key

mRNA Codon/Amino Acid Chart

Not applicable.


