In the News Scrapbook
Purpose:

For this project, you will collect, read, and evaluate newspaper and news magazine articles related to your CTE class. This assignment will help develop a better understanding of the current events in your field of interest. You will become better educated regarding local, regional, national and international issues. Soon (if not already), you will be old enough to vote and this project will help you become a more informed voter for local, national, and international issues. Your reading comprehension will increase which will help you on the TAKS test, your class tests, as well as in college.

Directions:
1. You must collect two/four articles per six weeks. These articles must be about, or related to some aspect of your CTE class. They must be at least three paragraphs long and selected from reputable news sources. 

2. Each article must be mounted on a page or pages and kept in a loose-leaf binder. 

3. Each page must have a heading which includes the following: 

a. Name of the Article

b. Author of the Article

c. Date of the Article:

d. Source of the Article:

4. For each of the articles, you must write or type a 1/2 page response in the following way:

a. A one-sentence introduction: Why did you select the article that you are going to summarize?

b. A one-paragraph abstract: In your own words – remember, do not use any three words in succession from your article unless you present the information as a quote -- summarize the article’s main points.

c. Identify at least 3 terms, concepts, laws, or people related to your CTE class.: For each item you identify, provide an explanation and/or definition. 
d. A short reaction statement (2 sentences): Please address two of the following questions as part of a personal reaction to your article:
i. Why is the science research in this article important/not important?
ii. How will these findings affect me now and/or in the future?
iii. How does this article connect to what you are learning in the course?
iv. How should I respond to these scientific findings?
v. What questions do I still have about this topic?

Organization:
· Notebook/Binder: Each article must be mounted on a page or pages and kept in a loose-leaf binder (no larger than 1”). Articles should be followed by their responses (see above). Only use tape or glue to adhere the articles to paper – do not use staples. It is also recommended that you use sheet protectors to protect each of your pages and/or your articles. NEATNESS COUNTS! 
· Cover/Title Page: Your notebook must have a title page and/or cover. Give your notebook a name that reflects something about the project. Be sure to include your own name on the title page and/or cover. Make the cover creative and fun! 

· Table of Contents: Your articles must be organized in some topical manner (NOT chronological order or by source). Your final notebook must include a typed “Table of Contents” that demonstrates your organizational plan. 

· Citations: Make sure that you have all of the necessary information to properly cite your articles in your heading. 

Due Dates: Your scrapbook will be due once a six weeks on the following schedule:

September 27 


November 5 


January 7 


February 18 


April 8 


May 27 (final scrapbook due)

Grade: 
· You will receive grades each six weeks on the articles and responses you have collected over the course of that month. Please see attached rubric. 

· Your final grade will include a grade for the contents and organization of the overall scrapbook. Please see attached rubric.

Vet Med in the NEWS Rubric:

Article Collection: 8 Points Total 

· ____ /8: 2/4 current VM related articles from valid sources included, and added into current event binder.
Presentation/Organization: 2 Points Total

· ____ /1: Cover or Title Page Included with Your Name

· ____ /1: Proper Writing, Editing, and Neatness Throughout 

Response Paragraphs: 20 Points Total

· ____ /4: Proper Heading 

· ____ /4: One-Sentence Introduction

· ____ /4: One-Paragraph Abstract
· ____ /4: 3 Veterinary Science Terms
· ____ /4: Short Reaction Statement

On Time: 10 points

Total: ____ /40 

Comments: 
Vet Med in the NEWS Final Rubric

Article Collection: 32 points total 

· ______ /16: 16/32 Articles from valid sources included
· ______ /16: Properly added and included in current event binder
Presentation / Organization: 10 points total

· ______/2:  Cover or title page included with your name
· ______/8:  Proper Writing, Editing, and Neatness throughout
Response Paragraphs: 16 points total

· ______ / 16: 16/32 Response Entries 
On Time: 10 points


Total: _____ /68           This assignment is worth 3 test grades for the six weeks.
