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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

The following activities are suggested to prepare your students for their trip to the Sam Houston Museum.  We hope these activities will help your students to be more observant, use critical thinking and problem solving skills, and have a better understanding of history.  You may choose to use one or more of the following activities, or plan a unit of study around Sam Houston or 19th century living. Some of these activities listed below are described in further detail in the pre-visit questions or museum website.

· Read to the whole group any of the suggested books included in the bibliography.  These books should give a comprehensive overview on Sam Houston as well as pioneer life on the Texas frontier.  

· Discuss the provided pre-visit questions.  These questions will help prepare your students for the similarities and differences between the 19th and 20th centuries.  

· Familiarize your students with the concepts and vocabulary that relate to Sam and the Museum.  Your students' comprehension of these ideas will enhance their understanding and experience while they visit the Museum grounds.

· Illustrate on a map the route Sam Houston traveled to come to live in Texas.  Explain the route Sam traveled to the following places:



1793 Born in Rockbridge County, Virginia



1807 Moved with mother and siblings to Maryville, Tennessee



1829 Lived with Cherokees in Arkansas territory 



1832 Entered Texas for the first time

· Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 19th century life to life today.  Consider any of the following topics: food, clothing, chores, homelife.  See example included.

· Review Sam Houston's chronology through the use of the simplified family tree.  Have students illustrate pictures for each family member, or have students create their own family tree.

· Explain to students how Sam Houston lived with the Cherokee Indians when he was younger.  While Sam was living with the Cherokees he received the nickname, The Raven.  This nickname was given to him because the Cherokees believed ravens were a revered animal and symbol of men who led war parties. Discuss nicknames and how nicknames originate.  Have children choose an animal nickname for themselves based on that animal's characteristics.  Example, an owl would represent knowledge or a fox would represent cleverness.

· Create a KWL chart on Sam Houston and 19th century life. Have a whole class discussion about what students know, what they want to know, and after your visit add to the chart, what they have learned.

· Brainstorm with students what they expect to see at the Museum.  Review list after visit and discuss why their expectations were not met.

· Create one of the art and craft projects.  Included examples are silhouettes, buzz buttons, a covered wagon, or make hushpuppies and butter.

· Recite the Pledge to Texas.  Discuss what "honor" means.  Brainstorm characteristics of honorable people.  Make a list of people who have honor.  Determine if Sam Houston should be included on this list.

· Complete any of the included activity pages

· Compare a map of 1835-1860 of Texas to today.  Determine how and why changes have occurred.

· Review 19th century clothing.  Discuss how and why the styles of clothing developed and changed.  

· Read and discuss Margaret Houston's poems, Musings and My Husband's Picture (see poems below in packet).  What do these poems say about 19th century women?  What do they say about Margaret and Sam's marriage?

CONCEPTS / VOCABULARY AS RELATED TO

SAM HOUSTON MUSEUM

· Margaret Houston--Sam's third wife and mother to his eight children.  Married 23 years.

· Eliza Houston--Margaret's personal slave who did the cooking and helped raise the children.

· Joshua Houston--Sam's personal slave who was both a wheelwright and blacksmith.

· Nancy Lea--Margaret's mother who lived in Independence, Texas, and visited the Houston's often.

· Woodland Home--Sam's first home in Huntsville, Texas.  Lived there 11 years.

· Steamboat House--Sam's second home in Huntsville, Texas (rented). Place of his death and his funeral.

· lawyer--Sam was a lawyer and practiced both in Tennessee and Texas. This background helped him tremendously while he was a politician.

· Alamo--Sam issued orders to remove cannons and blow up The Alamo.  Defenders choose to stay.  

· Santa Anna--Mexican dictator who led his troops to destroy The Alamo. Sam's troops captured him at the battle of San Jacinto.

· San Jacinto--Famous battle in which Sam led the Texas revolutionary army to win Texas’ independence from Mexico. This was the battle where Santa Anna was captured.

· Independence--Sam helped Texas become independent from Mexico and signed the Declaration of Independence at Washington-on-the-Brazos on his 43rd birthday. Also, the name of the town where Sam and Margaret lived.  This town is the location of Margaret's grave as well as her mother's and Eliza's.

· Republic of Texas--The time when Texas was an independent country 1836-1845.  Sam was the first and third president of the Republic.

· Annexation--In 1845, Texas was officially made the 28th state of the United States. Sam was instrumental in making Texas a part of the United States.

· Senator--Sam served as one of Texas' first senators from 1848-1859 with Thomas J. Rusk.

· Compromise of 1850--A political decision which affected Sam Houston and Texas.  This created the northern border of the state at 36 degrees 30 minutes between the 100th and 103rd meridians and the southern border at the Rio Grande.  As a result, Texas lost 1/3 of its land and was paid 10 million dollars by the United States government.

· Kansas-Nebraska Act--A controversial bill which created 2 provinces from Indian land. This included a provision for 'popular sovereignty' in which new territories could decide whether to be a free or slave state.  Sam Houston voted against this act for many reasons including it repealed the earlier Compromise of 1820.

· Governor--Sam served as Texas' governor from 1859-1861--lived in Austin. Sam was deposed as governor when he refused to take the Oath of Allegiance to the Confederacy.

· deposed--Removed from office.

· Secession--In 1861, Texas choose to break away from the United States and become part of the Confederate States of America. Sam was highly opposed to this.

· Confederacy--The 11 southern states that seceded from the United States.

· Union--The United States. Sam believed in the preservation of the Union at all costs. 

· slavery--Sam did own slaves while living in Texas.

· replica--An object which has been made to look like another, namely an antique.  At the Museum we have a few objects which are replicas.

· artifact--An object that is considered to be old and representative of a particular time period.  At the Museum we have artifacts belonging to Sam Houston and of the 19th century.

· honor--A quality that defined a person in the 19th century. An "honorable" person upheld qualities of duty, bravery, honesty, truthfulness, integrity, and respect.  Sam Houston was (and still is) considered by many to be a man of honor.

· daguerreotype--The first practical type of photography invented in 1839.  The image was made on a sheet of silver-plated copper.  The model had to sit still for a long time which is why 
people are not smiling and look stiff.  There are many daguerreotypes of Sam Houston and his family at the Museum.
QUESTIONS FOR PRE-VISIT DISCUSSION
· What do you expect to see at the Museum? Why? What don't you expect to see?

· Where was Sam Houston from?  Why did his family move? 

· Why do you think Sam Houston first came to Texas?

· What do you think Texas looked like in 1832?  How was that different than today? In what ways do you think it is the same?

· What did early Texans like Sam Houston do for basic supplies?  How did Sam get his home, food, or clothing?

· If you were one of the early pioneers to Texas, what would you want to bring with you?

· Would you rather live now or in Sam's time? Why?

· Why did Texans fight with Mexico? What happened as a result? 

· Why did Texas wait to become a state after becoming independent from Mexico?

· Did Sam Houston support the Confederacy? Why or why not?

· What other people and/or events were occurring the same time Sam Houston was President of the Republic of Texas?

· Why is Sam Houston an important figure in Texas history?  Why and how is he remembered today?

· Why was the Battle of San Jacinto important to Texas? If the Mexicans had won, how would things be different?

· Why did Sam Houston oppose secession?  Did most Texans agree or disagree with Sam? Why or why not?

· How did Sam Houston negotiate with the United States to have Texas annexed?  Why was this important to Sam?

· Did the United States support Indian relations in Sam Houston's day? How did Sam view the Indians?

· Did Sam Houston support or oppose slavery?  How did this affect his political views?

PIONEER ARTS AND CRAFTS

· Silhouettes.  Like families today, pioneers liked to have pictures of family members.  While painted portraits was more expensive, shadow portraits or silhouettes, were an inexpensive and easy way to decorate a homestead.  A person's shadow was cast upon the wall, traced onto white paper, cut out, painted with black ink or paint, and later mounted upon white paper.   Occasionally a white cutout silhouette was mounted on black paper.

Today we can make silhouettes using an overhead projector.  Simply tape black or white paper on the wall, shine the overhead projector on the paper, and place student in front of the paper so a shadow hits the paper.  Trace the outline of the student's profile and cut carefully.  If traced on black paper, the silhouette can be mounted directly on white paper.  If traced on white paper, it can either be mounted on white paper and painted black or mounted on black paper.  In either case, you will have a silhouette created similar to those of the pioneers. 

**When you visit the Museum, make sure you see the silhouette of Sam and Margaret Houston.  This is the only known portrait of the couple that portrays husband and wife together.

· Buzz Button or Button on a String. This is a simple pioneer toy created from everyday household objects--thread and a two-holed button.  

Thread a 40 inch long string through both button holes to make a loop.  Knot the ends of the thread.  Hold the loop ends so the button is in the center of the string.  Swing the button in one direction to wind up the string.  Once the string is wound tight, quickly pull the ends of the stings at the same time.  Move hands together and apart keeping tension in the string.  The button should start buzzing as you move your hands.  

· Covered Wagon. During the 19th century wagons were used as a form of transportation.  

Students can create a model of a wagon to illustrate how pioneer families often traveled.  Use a small rectangular box.  (A shoe box would be ideal.) Cut cardboard strips to make ribs.  Curve strips and glue them to inside of the longer sides of the box, forming an arch.  You can also make the cover to the wagon by bending cardboard (or poster board) in the same manner.  Cover ribs with paper or cloth. Cut cardboard wheels and attach to the wagon.  Students can also make small paper dolls to sit in the wagon.

· Baking Hushpuppies. While making cornbread in the kitchen, the cook often had to contend with dogs sniffing around.  In order to keep the dogs busy while food was being served, these small treats were tossed to the dogs in order to distract them. As the treats were tossed, the dogs were told "Hush puppies". Today these are tasty treats that your students will enjoy.

Ingredients:

1/2 c. boiling water

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 c. white cornmeal

1/2 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons shortening
1 egg

1/4 c. cream

Pour boiling water over cornmeal.  Chill mixture for one hour.  Heat 2 tablespoons shortening in a heavy skillet.  Pour remaining tablespoon of melted shortening into cornmeal.  Add egg, baking powder, salt, and cream.  Mix well and drop by tablespoons into the hot skillet.  Cook, turning once, until browned.  Makes 8-10 hushpuppies.  Recipe can easily be doubled or tripled.

· Making Butter. In pioneer days, butter was made with fresh milk from the family cow.  The milk would be placed in a stone crock and put in a cool place to sit for 24-36 hours.  At the top of the crock, cream would settle which would be skimmed off the top and churned in a butter churn. The long slender pole in the churn, the dasher, would help the cream particles stick together to form butter.

Today butter can be made easily in a classroom.  Take one cup of room temperature whipping cream.  Place this in a glass jar with a tight fitting lid.  Shake the jar hard until the butter forms.  The jar can easily be shaken by each student 2-3 times.  Continue shaking until butter forms.  

Washed marbles can be added to the jar in order to act like the dasher and compact the cream particles.  After butter has formed, pour off the buttermilk and rinse the butter with warm water.  This butter should taste delicious on your hushpuppies!

These activities have been adapted from the following sources:

Crawford, Ann Fears.  Sam Houston Activity Book.  Cincinnati: Creative Company Incorporated, 1982.

Kalman, Bobbie.  The Kitchen.  New York: Crabtree Publishing Company, 1993.

Kalman, Bobbie.  Pioneer Projects.  New York: Crabtree Publishing Company, 1997.

Kinney, Jean and Cle.  21 Kinds of American Folk Art and How to Make Each One.
New York: Atheneum, 1972.

Schnacke, Dick.  American Folk Toy-How to Make Them.  Michigan: BookCrafters, 1996.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

(A Time Line of Sam Houston's Life)

Birth in Virginia







March 2, 1793

First military experience at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend

March 26, 1814

Elected to represent Tennessee in House of Representatives
1823

Elected to Governorship of Tennessee




1827

(Only man to be elected governor of two states)

Marriage to Eliza Allen






January 22, 1829

Resigns Governorship of Tennessee and goes to live with the 
April 16, 1829

Cherokees

Marriage to Tiana Rogers






Summer 1830

Arrives in Texas for the first time





December 1832

Elected Commander-in-Chief of regular army (non-existent)

November 3, 1835

Issues orders to remove all cannon and blow up the Alamo

January 17, 1836

Sam Houston signs the Declaration of Independence at

March 2, 1836

Washington on the Brazos and observes his 43rd birthday

leads the Texas Revolutionary Army to victory over the Mexican 
April 21, 1836

Army at the Battle of San Jacinto

Elected the First President of the Republic of Texas


September 5, 1836

Marriage to Margaret Lea






May 9, 1840

When Texas becomes a state in the United States of America
December 29,1845

he is elected, along with Thomas Rusk, as one of Texas' first 

senators

Elected Governor of Texas






December 21, 1859

Deposed as governor of Texas for refusing to pledge allegiance
March 16, 1861

to the Confederacy

Dies in Steamboat House in Huntsville and is buried in Oakwood
July 26, 1863

Cemetery

A SHORT HISTORY OF SAM HOUSTON


Virginian by birth, a Tennessean in his youth, Sam Houston was a Texan by choice the last 30 years of his life.  Born March 2, 1793, to Major and Mrs. Samuel Houston, Sam was one of nine children.  Young Sam endured formal education less than a year, staying closeted instead in his father's library reading the classics.  After Major Houston's death in 1807, the family moved to a farm in Maryville, Tennessee, but Sam was not content behind the plow.  He drifted off with the Cherokees for three years and was adopted as a member of their tribe.  When he returned, the self-made scholar had memorized Homer's Iliad. 


Houston taught school briefly, then joined Andrew Jackson's Tennessee Regulars and was gravely wounded in 1848 Battle of Horseshoe Bend.  After leaving the military he read eighteen months of law in six and by 1828 was a practicing attorney.  In rapid succession he was elected state attorney general, congressman, and then governor of Tennessee.


In 1829, Houston married an aristocratic daughter of that state, Eliza Allen, but the union lasted only 3 months.  Despondently, the Governor resigned, rejoined his Cherokee friends, and drank to the point of alcoholism.  In the summer of 1830, Sam married Tiana Rogers in a Cherokee Indian ceremony.  A couple of years later, Sam and Tiana "divided the blanket" and were divorced Cherokee style.  Also in 1832, Sam met with President Andrew Jackson, the mentor of his youth, who sent him to Texas as his personal envoy to the Indians.


Once in Texas Sam became a leader in the colonists' efforts to recover their rights guaranteed by the Mexican Constitution of 1824.  Their petitions denied, the settlers formed a provisional government and named Houston Commander of the Texian forces in November 1835.  Sam signed the Texas Declaration of Independence on March 2, 1836, and led his troops to victory at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836. General Houston dictated the terms of peace with Santa Anna and determined the boundaries of Texas.  Overwhelmingly elected the first President of the Republic of Texas in 1836, Sam served again as its Chief Executive from 1841-1844.  Texas under his tutelage found international recognition, which moved the Republic toward Statehood.


In 1840, Sam Houston married Margaret Lea of Marion, Alabama.  In 1847, they bought property in Huntsville, Texas, and shortly thereafter began building the Woodland Home.  In this comfortable dogrun, or breezeway, four of his eight children were born.  His marriage to Margaret, a devoutly religious woman, gave him the stability of home and family which he had not known since childhood.  


With the annexation of Texas late in 1845, Sam Houston was the logical choice for one of the first U.S. Senators, an office he held until 1859.  A commanding figure and orator with great personal charm and an experienced man in government, he was considered Presidential timber.  Houston was also ambitious, yet in the end he sacrificed for principle all he had ever won or wanted.  Two driving goals consumed him:  The preservation of the Union and the welfare of Texas.

With one knowing vote-"my most unpopular, wisest and most patriotic," he said, Sam Houston lost support forever from his Democratic Party and his native South.  The measure he opposed was the Kansas-Nebraska Bill in 1854, which negated earlier compromises on the issue of slavery and left no room for peaceful resolve.   As Sam predicted, passage of this bill led straight to the Civil War.  Surprisingly elected governor of Texas in 1859, Houston struggled to keep his state under the Stars and Stripes.  However, in March of 1861, Sam Houston was deposed for refusing to take the Confederate oath.


Old and finally beaten, Sam returned to Huntsville to spend his last days.  He tried to buy back the Woodland Home but it wasn't for sale.  He rented the Steamboat House, a large two-story structure built to resemble a Mississippi riverboat.  On July 26, 1863, Sam Houston died in his home of pneumonia.


Today both the original Woodland Home and Houston's log office remain on 18 acres of his homestead.  In 1906 students of the Sam Houston Normal Institute, led by teacher Bertha Kirkley, bought the home and grounds and dedicated it as a permanent monument to the father of Texas.   In 1936, as part of Texas' centennial celebration, the Steamboat house was moved to the property and a museum building was constructed to exhibit a growing collection of historic artifacts.


To most Americans, Sam Houston and Texas are almost synonymous: Houston led an army of Texans to victory at San Jacinto and thus fathered Texas independence.


"Measured by its results, San Jacinto was one of the decisive battles of the world.  The freedom of Texas from Mexico won here led to annexation and to the Mexican War, resulting in the acquisition by the United States of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah, and parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, and Oklahoma.  Almost one-third of the present area of the American nation, nearly a million square miles of territory, changed sovereignty."

Put the following events about Sam Houston into chronological order. Number the events from 1 to 11.  

______  Sam Houston dies in the Steamboat House in Huntsville, Texas.

______  Texas secedes from the United States and joins the Confederacy.

______  Sam Houston marries Margaret Lea in Marion, Alabama.

______  Sam Houston is elected Governor of Texas.

______  The Sam Houston Memorial Museum is created.

______  Sam Houston was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia.

______  Sam Houston runs away to live with the Cherokee Indians.

______  Sam Houston serves as one of the first Senators from Texas.

______  Texas is annexed as the 28th state.

______  Sam Houston is elected as Governor of Tennessee.

______  Sam Houston is victorious at the Battle of San Jacinto.

Put a check for events that would have occurred during Sam Houston's lifetime.  If the event preceded Sam Houston, write "P".  If the even followed Sam Houston, write "F". 

______  Abraham Lincoln was elected President.



______  Texas was owned by France.

______  The first man walked on the moon.

______  Gold is discovered in California. 

______  The U.S. Constitution was adopted.

______  The first baseball game is played.


______  Electricity was discovered.

______  The Civil War occurred.

______  Railroads connected distant cities. 

______  Michaelango painted the Sistine Chapel.

______  Martin Luther King gave his "I had a dream" speech.

______  Texas became an independent Republic.

______  The Great Depression occurred.

Using the words and dates in the word bank, complete the following story about Sam Houston.  

Houston

Margaret

Virginia

Texas



Cherokees

army


1863


San Jacinto




1793


lawyer


Indians

Santa Anna

Sam


Senators

Governor

Tennessee

Huntsville

Confederacy 

Republic

Mexico 



store


school


Jackson

Independence

Raven 

United States



Sam _____________ was one of the most important people in Texas history.  He was born in ___________on March 2, _________.  When he was a boy his family moved to __________________. Sam did not like working on the family farm or _________, so he ran away to live with the Cherokee _______________.  While living there, Sam received the nickname, the __________________.  Later, Sam returned to his family and opened a new _____________ that cost students eight dollars a semester.  Who do you think the teacher was? Sam, of course!


Sam became a soldier and a ________________ in Tennessee. He was also elected governor of Tennessee and married a woman named Eliza Allen.  When his marriage failed, Sam returned to live with his friends, the ______________.  While he lived with the Indians, Sam married another woman named Tiana Rogers but this marriage didn't last either.  Then Sam was asked to travel to Texas by one of his important friends, the United States President Andrew ____________.  Sam was ready for a new adventure!


Sam liked _____________ a great deal and he decided to make it his home.  At that time Texas was owned by ____________ and did not belong to the United States.  Sam and other brave men decided to fight Mexico and make Texas free.  Sam Houston was made general in the Texas _________.  He was also active in politics and signed the Texas Declaration of ____________________ on March 2, 1836.  Bet Sam was happy--it was his 43rd birthday! 


When __________________ heard of the Texan's plans, he led Mexican troops and took over the Alamo.  Many men were killed and Texans were mad!  Sam Houston decided to fight the Mexicans at a place called _______  ______________ on April 21, 1836.  Sam's army won in just 18 minutes!  Now Texas was free from Mexico and became the ________________of Texas.  Who do you think was made president?  Sam, of course! 


Nine years later Texas became the 28th state in the _____________   _____________.  Sam Houston was elected as one of the first _________________from Texas and later he became ______________of the state.


When Sam was Governor, Texas decided to leave the United States and become part of the _____________________.  Sam felt in his heart that this was wrong.  He refused to take an Oath (a promise) to the Confederacy and was removed from his office.  Sam moved to Huntsville, Texas, with his wife, _________________, and their 8 children.  Sam died in _________________on July 26, ________________from pneumonia.  Today you can visit his homes at the Sam Houston Memorial Museum.  


____________Houston is a great hero to the people of Texas.  He loved Texas and was very proud to be living here.  Although Sam Houston is gone, we can remember him for all the important things he did for Texas.

Match the following events in Column A to the corresponding date in Column B.  These dates and events are all essential to Texas history.  

COLUMN A







COLUMN B

The Fall of the Alamo





October 1836-1838

The Texas Declaration of Independence was signed

July 26, 1863

The Battle of San Jacinto





March 2, 1793

Sam Houston's birthday





March 9, 1840

The day Sam Houston died




1846-1859

Sam was president of the Republic of Texas


March 6, 1836

Sam Houston's wedding with Margaret Lea


April 21, 1836


Sam Houston is wounded at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend
March 2, 1836



Sam Houston's years as Senator




December 29, 1845

Texas seceded from the Union




March 4, 1861

Texas is admitted to the United States



March 1814

  Match the following terms in column A with the corresponding

 definition in column B
Column A
Sam Houston

Santa Anna

Andrew Jackson

James Bowie                

James A. Fannin

Mirabeau B. Lamar

Anson Jones

William B. Travis

Thomas Jefferson Rusk

Oolooteka     

Column B
The Cherokee chief, who adopted Sam Houston as his son.

The man who served as Secretary of War in the Republic of Texas along with Sam Houston as one of Texas’ first Senators.

He was Vice President during Sam’s first term of office. He was also the 2nd President of the Republic.

Sam Houston’s friend and his political mentor. He was President of the US and the namesake of Sam’s 6th child.

The man who served as 4th and final President of the Republic of Texas. He was a skilled physician and diplomat.

The commander of the Texas troops, whose men were taken prisoner by Santa Anna, and executed at Goliad.

Commander of the Texas revolutionaries at the Battle of the Alamo. He refused to follow Sam’s orders.

A legendary figure who defended the Alamo. He is associated with a particular style of knife.

The man who served as the first and third President of the Republic of Texas. He was a Senator and a Governor.

The Mexican dictator who led his army to defeat at the Battle of San Jacinto.
David Crockett
Margaret Lea Houston

Nancy Moffette Lea

Tiana Rogers

Joshua  Houston

“Aunt” Eliza Ravel 

Henderson Yoakum
Hardin L. Runnels

Eliza Allen
The man who defeated Sam Houston in his first bid for Governor.

Sam’s slave who learned to read in his Law office.

A frontiersman and congressman from Tennessee who defended the Alamo and was known for his coonskin cap.

Sam Houston’s friend who is credited with writing the first history of Texas.

Margaret Houston’s slave who did all the cooking in the kitchen of the Woodland Home.

Sam Houston’s second wife who was part Cherokee Indian.

Sam Houston’s first wife from 

Tennesee.

Sam Houston’s mother-in-law who was a frequent visitor to Huntsville.

The third and final wife of Sam Houston and mother of his 8 children.

Musings

Margaret Lee Houston

Oh I would linger yet awhile

Upon the green earth's shore

The stream of death is dark and wild

Its dismal waters roar.

Yet in my heart that scene of gloom

No terror can awake

Nor is it earth with all its bloom

That draws my spirit back.

No, there's an eye that fondly beams

Upon me in my sleep,

A form beloved that haunts my dreams

I think on him and weep

Oh I would linger with him yet,

Who knows the dark snares now

That may his lonely path beset

The grief, the tearless woe!

Yes, I would linger yet awhile

His lonely heart to cheer,

And break the artful tempter's wile

That would his soul ensnare.

Margaret wrote this poem after receiving a letter from Sam on the anniversary of her father's death.  This poem expressed her feelings of deep despair and how her husband rescued her from the throes of depression.

Roberts, Madge T. Star of Destiny. Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1929

My Husband's Picture

Margaret Lea Houston

Dear gentle shade of him I love,

I've gazed upon thee till thine eye

In liquid light doth seem to move,

And look on me in sympathy!

And oh that smile! I know it well.

It minds me of the eve in May,

When soft the rising starlight fell

Upon the flowers at close of day.

And first my trembling lips did own

They love returned, that holy hour.

Sure Nature smiled in unison,

Through every tree and vine and flower.

As now I gaze upon that form,

Against those clouds of threatening mien,

In bold relief, as if no storm,

Could ever scathe that brown again.

An image starts within my mind,

As if a shadow from the past,

On some sweet dream of olden time,

Has suddenly my heart o'ercast.

Yes--yes, it must be so!  The same

Proud form of majesty, the one

That o'er my girlish vision came,

And that my heart hath loved alone.

Roberts, Madge T. Star of Destiny. Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1929

Answer the following questions about Sam Houston. The answers can be found in the word maze.  

  1.  How many children did Sam Houston have?

Eight

  2.  How many wives did Sam Houston have? 

Three

  3.  What Indian tribe befriended Sam Houston?

Cherokee

  4.  What state was Sam Houston born in?

Virginia

  5.  In what town was Sam Houston's Woodland Home built?

Huntsville

  6.  In what battle was Sam Houston's army victorious?

San Jacinto

  7.  What two other jobs did Sam Houston have in Tennessee?  

Congressman, Governor

  8.  What states was Sam Houston Governor of?

Tennessee and Texas

  9.  What did Sam Houston die of?

Pneumonia

10.  What president was a close friend to Sam Houston and was his political 
mentor?

Andrew Jackson

11.  What other countries (other that United States) once claimed Texas?

Spain, France, Mexico, Republic of Texas, Confederate State of America

12.  Who was the Mexican dictator that was defeated at the Battle of San 
Jacinto?

Santa Anna

13.  In what house did Sam Houston die?

Steamboat House

14.  What was the name of Sam Houston's third wife? 

Margaret Lea

15.  What was Sam Houston the president of?

Republic of Texas

16.  When Texas seceded from the United States, what side did it join?

Confederate States of America

17.  What was Sam Houston's nickname from the Cherokee Indians?

Colonneh, “The Raven”

UNSCRAMBLE ACTIVITY

MSA NTHUOSO ____________________
Sam Houston
DOLOWNAD _______________________
Woodland
EOKERHCES ______________________
Cherokees

NSA TJCANIO ____________________
San Jacinto
TRMAERGA LAE ___________________
Margaret Lea
BTSMEAOAT ______________________
Steamboat
ORERGVON _______________________
Governor
DSPENREIT ______________________
President
ANSOTRE ________________________
Senator

ILEVHNTULS _____________________
Huntsville

XTAES __________________________
Texas

Can you find the boldface words from the Sam Houston Story in the word maze?  You will find words in all different directions.  Good Luck!
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STATE SYMBOLS

Although born in Virginia, Sam Houston is a leading hero in Texas history.  He was immensely proud and devoted to this state.  While these symbols weren't designated during Sam's time, they stand today to represent the legacy Sam worked to build.

"Texas" comes from an Indian word, "Tejas," meaning friends or allies.

Animal:
Armadillo

Bird:

Mockingbird

Fish:

Bass

Reptile:
Rattlesnake

Insect: 
Mosquito

Tree: 

Pecan

Flower: 
Bluebonnet

Dish: 

Chili

Fruit: 

Ruby Red Grapefruit

Gem: 

Blue Topaz

Grass:

Sideoats grama

Shell: 

Left handed lightning whelk

Stone: 
Petrified Palmwood

Song: 

"Texas, Our Texas" by William J. Marsh

Motto: 
Friendship

Nickname: 
The Lone Star State

Flag: 
Known as Lone Star Flag.  Adopted Jan. 25, 1836, as the Republic of Texas flag.

SIX FLAGS OF TEXAS

Six flags have flown over the state of Texas.  In all there have been eight changes in government.  Flags marked with "*" represent flags flying during Sam Houston's time in Texas.

Spanish


1519-1685

French


1685-1690

Spanish


1690-1821

Mexican


1821-1836*

Republic of Texas 

1836-1845*

United States

1845-1861*

Confederate States 

1861-1865*

United States

1865-Present


