Guide to FoundationSearch

Foundation Search is a database of charitable foundations that may be accessed at the
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) in Roy Adams House. This service
is also available at the Reference desk in Newton Gresham Library, at the Dean’s office
in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS), and at the PACE Center
(CHSS). Appointments are preferred but not mandatory and can be made by contacting
one of the aforementioned offices.

Grant Visualizer- Grant visualizer can be used to examine the number of grants given in
a particular geographic region of the United States (In order to access the global grant
visualizer you must click the link located under the global map on the top right hand
corner of the visualizer window). In order to initiate the tool it is necessary to click the
map once. You may check how many grants have been given, and the amount of money
given total, by hovering your mouse over the particular state of interest.
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If more detail is needed, you can gather more information by clicking the particular
state in question. The map is then subdivided into counties. For further information,
click the county you wish to examine.
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This will bring up a different window containing a list of information including the
granting and recipient foundations, the year the grant was given, the size of the grant,

the granting category, and an optional description of the grant. Not all grants will have
descriptions.
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Grant Analyzer- The grant analyzer works to provide information similar to what the
grant visualizer gives when a county is selected. It will provide you with a method to
search for various grants that have been given that fit preselected criteria. Granting
Category enables you to narrow your search by focusing on a broad area of interest.
Granting year allows you to focus on a particular year a grant was given. Grant size
allows you to limit your search to a particular funding range. Granting Foundation
allows you to search for grants given by a certain foundation. Granting State allows you
to examine grants that have been given by a foundation to organizations within a
particular state. Granting County and city work in similar fashion. You may also use
Grant Description to examine the grants in the foundation search database that fit the
criteria listed. Please be advised that some searches will result in zero results. If this is
the case please revise your search and try again. Once you have designated the criteria
Hit start and wait for your results to be generated.
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Foundation Visualizer- Foundation visualizer will appear very similar to the grant
visualizer tool. Instead of focusing on grants given, this map tracks various foundations

that are in the geographic area of interest.
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By clicking on the State in this map, and continuing by clicking on a city or county, a
new page will be presented with information about foundations within that geographic

area.
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Foundation Search- This tool is similar to the Grant analyzer. The main difference is the
field “Giving Interests”. In order to search for foundations that have an area of interest
related to your project, click on the words “Giving Interests”. This will generate a drop
down menu that will enable you to select the phrases you wish to search for. The
numbers given to the right of the terms reveals how many foundations list that as a
giving interest. Use the operators “and” and “or” to limit your search. Not all
foundations will give funds for a particular use. For example, many foundations will not
fund operating costs, yet other foundations specialize in giving grants for operating
costs. If you are looking for a specific type of funding support, the “Types of Support”
tool will be very useful.
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Miscellaneous information- In order to print any list you must click on the “print”
button on the top right portion of the list. A page will open up with clickable boxes along
with a list containing all results. You must then select the entries you want printed, and
select print again. Please print to RAB113-2 as this will print in the faculty work room
where your work station is located while in our office. If you wish to save the files to an
excel spreadsheet, you must follow the same procedure by clicking the “export to excel”,
selecting the fields you want saved, and then clicking it once more on the new page.
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Clicking on the name of any foundation link in the results will bring you to a detailed
information page containing the contact information for the foundation of interest. You
can also find a breakdown of the foundations giving interests, guidelines, and a variety
of information that will help you decide if the foundation is right for you.
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For additional questions or requests for information, please contact Christie Walters at

clwo27@shsu.edu or call her at 294-1708. Thank you.
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