
Page 4 of? 
Psychology 131 
Course Syllabus 

;;,,;A;;;;m;;;;,;e;;,;:n..--C8=BS= l!it!! Disabilities Act: 

It is the policy ofSam Houston State University that individuals otherwise 
qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason oftheir disability, from 
participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not 
be denied the benefits ofthese programs nor shall they l>e subjected to 
discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic 
perfonnance are expected to visit withth'e Office ofSetvices·for Students with 
Disabilities located in the Counseling Center. They should ~ert make 
arrangements with their individual instruotors so that appropriate strategies call 
be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that 
participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired. 

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and 
guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students 
with disabilities. Ifa student has a disability that may affectadversely hislher 
work in this class, then the student is encouraged to regtsterwi:th the SHSU 
Counseling Center and to talk with the instructor about how best to deal with the 
situation. All disclosures ofdisabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: 
no accommodation can be made until the student registers with the COUD$eling 
Center. 

Religious Holidays: 

Section 51.911 (b) ofthe Texas Education C~e reqUires that an institution of 
higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required 
activities, including examinations, for the observance ofa religious holy day, 
including travel for that purpose. A student whose absence is excused under this . 
subsectiofiJ;Da.y not be penalized forthe absence ap4~ha.llbeallowedtotake an 
examination or complete ~ assignm~nt nom whicb the student is excused within 
a reasonable;~eafter '1he absence. "Religious holy day" means.a holy day 
observed by a religion whose places ofworship are exempt from property 
taxation llDder Section 11.20,Tax Code. 

.' 

Visitors in the Classroom: 

Unannounced visitors to class must present a current, official SHSU 
identification card to be permitted into the classroom. They must not present a 
disruption to the class by their attendance. Ifthe visitor is not a registered 
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student, it is at the instructQr's discretion whether or not tJ1e visitor will be 
allowed to remain in the classroom.' < . " 

This policy is not intended to discourage the occasional visiting ofclasses by 
responsible persons. Obviously, however, th~ visiting ofa particular class should . 
be occasional and not regular, and it should'itl no way constitriteinterference ' 
with registered members of the class or theed~cationalprocess. 

Instructor Evaluations: 
I: J r 

Students will be asked to complete a course/instructor,~N'aluation form toward 
the end of the semester. 

Assignments: 

In addition to class attendance and exams, students will be required to review 4 
psychology ~esearch articles from professional psychol~y journals no more than 
5 years old. Students will submit a one page typewritten double spaced report 
that reviews and critiques each article. Use of inappropriate journals or reports 
less than one page will be rejected. Entri~s of the title,author, etc. ofthe article 
must be in APA style. A photocopy ofthe first page of the article must be stapled 
to the report. Rt;ports will be graded on a 0 - 50 point grading· scale. Late reports 
will not be accepted. 

Required Supplies: Textbook, paper, pens, and stapler 

Study Tips: 

Suggestions regarding how to study will be provided by the instructor. Students 
having major difficulty should avail themselves to the SA¥ Center on the 
second floor ofthe Academic Building IV for study assistance. 

" 

Classroom Rules of Conduct: 

Students ill PSY 131 are expected to behave like adul~ 'Do not Wkwhile the . 
instructor is talking. Use ofcell phones in the classrootit is prohibited. Students 
should review the Code of Studen~ C~n?u~t.~4Discip~pt~~t.. ., , 
https://www.shsu.edu/students/gUlde/deanJcodeofconduct:htrrtl. 
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TentativeSch'edule for Psych~logy 131 

Date (2007) Topic Reading 

8/21 CoUrse Introduction, Syllabus, etc. " None 

8/23 Introduction to Psychology and 'Methods Chapter 1 
ofResearch 

8/28 Introduction to Psychology and Methods Chapter, 1 
ofResearch (cont.)"· 

8/30 Biological Foundations ofBehavior Chapter 2 

9/4 Biological Foundations ofBehavior (cont.) Chapter 2 

9/6 Sensation and Perception Chapter 3 , 

9111 Sensation and'Perception (cont.) Chapter 3 
, Article: Report # 1 due 

9113 Consciousness Chapter 4 

9/18 Exam lover Chapters I, 2, 3 None 

9/20 Consciousness (cont.) Chapter 4 

9/25 Learning C,hapter 5 

9/27 Learning (eont.) Chapter,5 , 

10/2 Memory Chapter 6 

10/4 Thinking, L~~e and Intelligence ". Chapter 7 
, Article It~port # 2 due" , . 

• "' ., ,r ~..,. 

10/11 Exam 2 over Chapters 4,5,6, 7 None
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Tentative Schedule for Psychology 131 (continued) 

Date (2007) Topic Reading 

10116 Motivation and Emotion Chapter 8 

10118 Child Development Chapter 9 

10/23 Child Development (cont.) Chapter 9 

10/23 Adolescence and Adulthood Chapter 10 

10/30 Adolescence and Adulthood (cont.) Chapter 10 
Article Report # 3 due 

11/1 Gender and Sexuality Chapter 11 

11/6 Gender and Sexuality (cont.) Chapter 11 

11/8 Exam 3 over Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11 None 

11/13 PersonalitylPsychological Disorders Chapters 12, 13 

11/15 PersonalitylPsychological Disorders (cont.) Chapters 12, 13 

11/20 Methods ofTherapy Chapter 14 

11/22 Enjoy Thanksgiving Holiday ....... no class 

11/27 Psychology and Health Chapter 15 
Article Report # 4 due 

11/29 Social Psychology Chapter"'16 

12/4 Exam 4 over Chapters 12, 13, 14, 15 None 

12/6 Review for Final Exam Book 

Final Exam (Comprehensive) - to. be announced 


