
Assignments: Readings: Reading assignments will be posted on Blackboard as the course 
progresses. All readings, other than those available on the first day will be posted at least two 
weeks in advance. All students are expected to have read all assignments before attending the 
class on the day for which they are assigned. Please note that some readings may be difficult to 
comprehend. It is very important that you read all assignments before coming to class. If there 
are specific portions you do not understand, you are expected to notify me of this at the start of 
each class. I welcome questions as a basis for the day's discussion. 

"Pop" Quizzes: I reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes at any point during the 
semester. Each quiz will be worth 10 points. These quizzes will only be given if classroom 
discussion lags. It is possible that we will go through the entire semester with no quizzes. These 
quizzes will consist of a selection of short answer questions. Answers will be graded based upon 
each student's ability to clearly and concisely explain the required concepts. There are no make­
ups on quizzes, except in the case of a religious holiday. 

Exams: These will either be in-class or take-home. They will consist of 1-2 essay questions and 
may include multiple short-answer/definition questions. I will expect 4-6 paragraphs for each 
essay question. These numbers will all be specified in advance of a particular exam and will 
vary with the nature of the exam. Students are expected to demonstrate a grasp of the material 
covered while providing their own analysis of the relevant content for each question. These 
answers will be graded on content, clarity, specificity, and directness. All take-home essay 
exams require footnotes or in-text citations and a complete bibliography. Students may use any 
standard style, so long as all materials used are documented. Ifyou are not sure how to 
appropriately cite the works you use, I recommend that you visit the University Writing Center 
(http://www.shsu.edu/~wctr/). Exams will be announced and a review will be provided at least 2 
weeks in advance. All answers should utilize correct spelling and grammar. 

Grading Plan: Grades for this course will be determined based upon your percentage of total 
points using the following scale: 90-100% = A, 80-89.9% = B, 70-79.9% = C, 60-69.9% = D, 
below 60% = F. There will be three exams (The first is worth 80 points, the other two 100 
points each). In addition to the 280 exam-based points, points from the quizzes (ifgiven) will be 
included when calculating your grade. To determine your percentage, divide the total amount of 
points you have earned by the total number of possible points. Students will be allowed to drop 
one quiz or response paper grade. I do not expect to offer any extra credit during this course; 
however, on occasion, I have provided students the opportunity to earn extra credit points for 
participating in university-sponsored research projects. If any such opportunity arises, I will 
announce it in class. You must be present to earn the points. 

Study Tips: All students are encouraged to attend every scheduled class meeting. It is essential 
that students do all of the scheduled readings before class. Note any areas of the readings that 
are unclear, confusing, or otherwise of interest to you. Bring these notes to class and use them to 
ask questions during the discussion. It is your responsibility to make sure that you ask questions 
about all of the areas that you do not understand. I recommend that students re-read assignments 
after class as a way of reviewing reinforcing the class discussions and improving reading focus 
for future assignments. Often, working together in groups to study for exams is an effective 



strategy. Students are encouraged to make use of the SAM Center, the Reading Center, and the
 
Writing Center.
 

University policies concerning academic dishonesty, Americans with Disabilities Act,
 
religious holidays, and visitors to the classroom are available at
 
https://www.shsu.edu/syllabus/
 

I will be using tumitin.com as a plagiarism prevention/detection measure for the take-home
 
exams. All take-home exams will be processes through this automated process. I consider
 
plagiarism a very serious type of academic dishonesty. For any student caught violating the
 
policy on academic dishonesty, I will enter a grade of 0 for the given assignment and work with
 
the appropriate university authorities to seek the expulsion of the student. In all cases, I will seek
 
the maximum penalty allowed by the university.
 

Instructor Evaluations: Near the end of the semester, all students will be asked to complete an
 
IDEA evaluation of the instructor's performance in this class. This confidential evaluation is
 
your chance to provide feedback on the effectiveness of this course.
 

Americans with Disabilities Act:
 
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be
 
excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the
 
university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be
 
subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic
 
performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities
 
located in the Counseling Center. They should then make arrangements with their individual
 
instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be
 
developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.
 

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with
 
respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If the student has
 
a disability that may affect adversely their work in this class, then he or she needs to register with
 
the SHSU Counseling Center and to talk with the instructor about how they can best be helped.
 
All disclosures ofdisabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: no accommodation can be
 
made until the student registers with the Counseling Center. There will be no retroactive
 
accommodations.
 

Academic Dishonesty:
 
In accordance with the University's Academic Policy Statement 810213, the following statement
 
applies to all students in my classes:
 

All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach.
 
Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences
 
both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty ofdishonesty in any phase of
 
academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official
 
representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused ofany form of
 



academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic 
work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. 

Classroom Rules of Conduct: 
Students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive to 
learning. Students therefore must refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or 
unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the university. 
Cellular phones, pagers, and music players (for example, iPod-type devices) must be turned off 
and earphones removed before class begins. Students are prohibited from using tobacco 
products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, talking at inappropriate times, or 
engaging in any other form ofdistraction. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in 
a directive to leave class. Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the 
Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with university policy. Violation of these 
rules may result in the student being counted as absent for the class in which the behavior occurs. 
The SHSU policy on student conduct and discipline is available at: 
https://www.shsu.edu/students/guide/dean!codeofconduct.html 

Visitors in the Classroom: 
Unannounced visitors to class must present a current, official SHSU identification card to be 
permitted in the classroom. They must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. 
If the visitor is not a registered student, it is at the instructor's discretion whether or not he/she 
will be allowed to remain. 

Course Outline: 
There is no master course outline. After the initial list of assignments, all assignments will be 
posted on BlackBoard at least two weeks before they are due. This allows for flexibility to alter 
the pace of the course relative to the needs of students. 


