A Technical Look at Film

I.  Introduction:  Entertainment and Art


A.  Montage of Films since 1940


B.  Recycling Greatness



1.  The Untouchables, Brazil, and The Battleship Potempkin


2.  Raising Cain, Psycho


3.  Psycho, Pulp Fiction
C. Telling a Story with the Camera:


1.  Rear Window
II.  Using Film to Enhance the story

A. Film Stock:  The uses of Black and White and Color


1.    Film Noir




a. Black and White:  Double Indemnity, The Killers


b.  Color: Blood Simple, Chinatown


2.   The Period Look




a.  Black and White:  The Battle of Algiers, Zelig



b.  Color:  Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid


3.  Contrast and Aesthetics




a. Citizen Kane



b.  Blaze


4.  Mood:




a.  Color:  An American in Paris


5. Combining Effects:  The Portrait of Dorian Gray
B..  Lighting



1.  Darkness:  Often used for Gothic, horror, or drama




a.  Macbeth, Presumed Innocent



2.   Strong Lighting:  North by Northwest


3. Soft Lighting:  Funny Face

C.  The Use of Color—used appropriately, particular colors can be employed to create a mood or simply to reflect the personality 



1.  Gone With the Wind
2. Do the Right Thing

3. Singing in the Rain
D.  Composition—A Director not only decides what you will see, but s/he also decides how you will see it.  Easter Parade.



1.  Lighting—Suspicion

2.  Movement—Stagecoach
3. Size—Gold Rush


4.  Isolation—High Noon



5.  Framing—Citizen Kane
E.  Viewpoint

1.   Telephoto Lens—compresses spatial dimension of the frame, resulting in smaller objects and less pronounced movement.  The Graduate
2.  Wide Angle Lens—Expands the spatial dimension of the frame, making objects appear larger and exaggerates movement.  Citizen Kane
3. Subjective Viewpoint—offers personal or distorted viewpoint: Strangers on a Train
F.  Editing



1.  Compressed Time:  Citizen Kane


2.  Expanded Time:  Psycho

3.  Parallel Time:  Strangers on a Train

4.  Montage:  (Not shown) Odessa Steps
5.  Long Takes:  (Not Shown):  the opening to A Touch of Evil, The Player, all of 
Rope.


6.  Short Takes:  The Birds

7.  Dissolve:  Modern Times

8.  Synthesis: Easter Parade
G. Sound:  Probably the most improved technological aspect of film: Singing in the Rain

1. Sound Editing: Citizen Kane, Citizen Kane


2.  For Effect—The Soundtrack:  Psycho, Dr. Strangelove
2. For Effect—The Dialogue:  Citizen Kane
Quiz

1.  Fountainhead
2.  Hamlet
3.  Husbands and Wives
4.  Blood Simple
5.  Searchers
6.  Casablanca
7.  Sleeping with the Enemy
8.  Mighty Aphrodite
9.  The Graduate
10.  North By Northwest
11.  In Cold Blood
