Project CONNECT Application TR 0
Student Support Services TRiO

Sam Houston State University STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Project CONNECT helps undergraduates meet the rigors of higher education and graduate from Sam Houston State
University. The program is federally funded by the U.S. Department of Education to serve first generation, low income, and/or
students with disabilities. All of our participants must have an academic need for our services.

Applications are accepted throughout the year, but program size is limited so do not delay submitting your application.

Please answer all sections of the application; clear printin ink is appreciated. Your responses are necessary to
determine program eligibility and will be kept confidential.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Social Security Number: Sam ID Number:

Name:

Last First Middle Initial

Local Address/Dorm:

Number/Street/Apt. Number

City State Zip Code

Permanent Address:

Number/Street/Apt. Number

City State Zip Code
Phone Numbers:
Home Cell Work
SHSU Email Address: Alternate Email Address:
Birth Date: Gender: 0O Male O Female
Ethnicity: Are you Hispanic or Latino? Oyes CIno Citizenship:
O United States Citizen
What is your Race? (please check yes or no for each line) O Permanent Resident*
NOTE: If you checked yes to Hispanic/Latino above, please also O Refugee*
select one or more races that apply to you: O Other:
American Indian or Alaskan Native Oyes OOno * Documentation verifying citizenship is required with your
Asian Oyes Ono application (copy of green card or letter stating refugee
Black or African-American Oyes CIno status).
White Oyes Ono
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Oyes Ono
If you have trouble answering the Ethnicity & Race sections, please
call our office at 936.294.1694.

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION

Did you graduate from high school? O yes O no

Year Graduated: School:

Did you receive a GED? O yes O no Year Awarded:
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Current SHSU enrollment: O Fulltime 0O Part Time 0O Day 0O Evening

Current College Classification:

O First-Time Freshman (graduated from high school last school year) O Sophomore (completed 30-59 hours)
O Returning Freshman (attended college before but did not complete [ Junior (completed 60-89 hours)

over 29 hours) O Senior (completed 90+ hours)

Are you returning to college after a 5+ year gap in your education? [0 yes [0 no

Are you a Transfer Student? O yes O no
College Attended: Credit Hours Transferred:
College Attended: Credit Hours Transferred:

Please list additional colleges and credit hours on a separate sheet of paper and attached to this application.
Do you have a bachelor degree? Oyes O no

Degree Plans at SHSU (check one):
O Bachelor Degree: Major: O Other (please specify):

Please attach a copy of your unofficial transcript (see page 4 of application for more instructions).

DISABILITY QUALIFICATIONS

Please answer “yes” or “no” to the following question:
Do you have a diagnosed physical or mental impairment that substantially limits your ability to participate in
educational experiences and opportunities? O yes O no

If yes, are you registered with Disability Services Office on campus? O yes O no

If you checked, “yes”, please attach proof of your diagnosis to this application.

FIRST-GENERATION QUALIFICATIONS

Do either of your parents have a four-year degree (Bachelor's degree)? O yes O no

If you did not live with a parent or legal guardian, were you a:
O Foster Child O Orphan 0O Ward of the State 0 Emancipated Minor OO Homeless Youth
O Other: Please specify:

LOW-INCOME QUALIFICATIONS

Part 1: Dependency Status
For financial aid purposes, are you considered a dependent or independent student? OO Dependent O Independent

Are you 24 or older as of January 1* this year? O yes O no
Are you married? O yes O no
Do you have children who received more than half of their support from you? O yes O no
Do you have any dependents (other then your children or spouse)? O yes O no
Are you an orphan, or are you/were you (until age 18) a ward/dependent of the court? O yes O no
Did an official determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless? O yes O no
Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces? O yes O no
Are you currently active duty military personnel for other than training purposes? O yes O no

¢ If you checked “yes” to one or more of the above questions, you are considered an independent student.
Please submit a copy of YOUR latest tax return.
¢ If you checked “no” to all of the above questions, you are considered a dependent student.
Note: If you are a dependent student, but you are unable to provide your parent’s income information because they are incarcerated, you have left home
due to an abusive family environment, you do not know where your parents are and are unable to contact them (and you have not been adopted), or any

other special circumstance, please attach a letter stating your special circumstances to this application so that we can take it into consideration when
determining your low-income eligibility.
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Part 2: Proof of Income
Have you applied for Financial Aid through SHSU? O yes O no Date Applied:
What was your family’s Household Taxable Income for the most recent year? (Household

Taxable Income is household income after deductions are taken. This can be found on your federal tax
form 1040 on line 43 and form 1040EZ on line 6.)

How many members are there in your family unit?

REFERRALS

How did you find out about Project CONNECT?

Have you patrticipated in other TRIO Programs? Oyes O no
O Educational Talent Search O Upward Bound [0 Student Support Services O McNair
At which school?

Please read the following statement and sign at the bottom of the page.

CONSENT TO RELEASE

| understand that Project CONNECT needs access to my financial, personal, and academic information in order to
provide the best possible support for me at Sam Houston State University. Therefore, | agree to release such
information to the Project CONNECT staff members as long as | am considered an active Project CONNECT
participant or a student at said institution. | further understand that all released material will remain confidential.
Academic information and disability verification, however, will be shared with faculty, university departments, the
coordinator for services to students with disabilities, and appropriate representatives of the U.S. Department of
Education only as necessary.

| also agree to allow my name and/or picture to be printed in any Project CONNECT newsletter, publication, or display
in recognition of academic success, leadership, or graduation.

By my signature, | certify that | am eighteen years old or older, that | have read and understood this Consent to
Release and that | am capable of giving such consent and do so voluntarily.

Student Name Social Security Number
Student Signature Date
Parent Signature (Required if student is under 18 years of age) Date

PRIVACY ACT

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (Public Law No. 93-579, 5 U.S.C. 552a), you are hereby notified that the
Department of Education is authorized to college information to implement the Student Support Services Program under Title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (Pub. Law 102-325, Sec. 402D). In accordance with this authority, the
Department receives and maintains personal information on participants in the Student Support Service program. The
principal purpose for collecting this information is to administer the program, including tracking and evaluating participant
progress. Providing the information on this form, including a social security number (SSN) is voluntary; failure to disclose a
SSN will not result in the denial of any right, benefit or privilege to which the participant is entitled. The information that is
collected on this form will be retained in the program files and may be released to other Department officials in the
performance of their official duties.
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1. Please attach the completed application to a copy of your:
O unofficial transcript (through MySam)
O your or your parents’ most recent income tax return (1040) or proof of unemployment
o If you do not have access to your income tax return, you may submit a copy of your Student Aid

Report (if you filled out the FAFSA for the most recent year) instead. However, we look at your
taxable income to determine if you are low-income and your FAFSA only lists your adjusted
gross income. Since your taxable income is usually lower than your adjusted gross income,
your FAFSA might tell us your are not low income even though your income tax return would tell
us you are. We prefer to receive your income tax return (1040) so we can accurately
assess your application.

O proof of disability (if applicable)

(for detailed information on these requirements & instructions on how to print your Unofficial Transcript
and Student Aid Report, go to: http://www.shsu.edu/~org connect/application.html)

2. Then, return it to:
Sam Houston State University
Teacher Education Center, room 335
(936) 294-1694

You may also mail your application to:
Project CONNECT

ATTN: Kelly Stuckey

Box 2119 SHSU

Huntsville, TX 77341-2119

Or fax your application to:
(936) 294-3802

3. You will be notified if you are accepted into the program.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact our office.
More information is available on our website at http://www.shsu.edu/~org_connect.
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