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Receiving non-empathic reactions following rape disclosure, such as being blamed, has been consistently found to 
be damaging to victims. However, little research has examined why some individuals respond empathically to 
victims whereas others do not, or if victims of other crimes are equally vulnerable to receiving non-empathic 
responses. This study will assess if having been disclosed to by a rape victim in the past affects individuals’ 
responses to a crime victim. In addition, whether individuals respond more empathically to victims of crimes 
other than rape will be evaluated.  Finally, the role of general empathy as a predictor of being a recipient of a rape 
victim’s disclosure and disclosure reactions will be evaluated.  Female undergraduates will be screened for 
general empathy and whether they have been the recipient of a rape victim’s disclosure.  One half of study 
participants will have received a rape victim’s disclosure in the past and one half will have not.  Participants will 
be assigned to listen to an audiotape portraying a hypothetical victim who was raped or robbed and will rate their 
mpathy toward the victim. Preliminary data suggest that non-empathic responses are more common in response 
o rape victims.   
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