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BERNADETTE PRUITT

(936) 294-1491 office

(936) 294-3938 fax

E-MAIL: HIS_BXP@SHSU.EDU

EDUCATION

University of Houston, Ph.D., History, May 2001

Texas Southern University, M.A., History, December 1991

Texas Southern University, B.A., Journalism, May 1989

DISSERTATION 

“For the Advancement of the Race: African-American Migration and Community Building in Houston, 1914-1945” (Dr. Linda Reed, Diss. Advisor). 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas, Jan. 1996-Present

Assistant Professor of History 

Graduate Readings Seminar in Recent American History, 1877-1945 

Contemporary America since 1945

Graduate Readings on the History of the Civil Rights Movement

African-American History since the Civil War 

African-American History since the Origins of the African Holocaust

United States History since 1877

United States History to 1877

AREAS OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING SPECIALIZATION

African-American History since 1865

African-American Urban History since 1865

Internal Migrations and Immigration

Civil Rights

African-American Studies

Race Relations and Ethnicity

United States History since 1865

HONORS AND AWARDS

Mary M. Hughes Research Fell. in Texas History, TX St. His. Association, 2004

Sammy Award Winner for Outstanding Faculty Who Goes Above and Beyond for 

Students, Sam Houston State University, April 2004

Faculty Excellence Award in Service Nom., SHSU, Spring 2004

Sammy Award Nomination for Outstanding Campus Advisor, SHSU, Spring 2003

Alpha Chi Recognition Award for outstanding contributions to academic success 

of Ms. Ashley Turner, Texas Omicron Chapter, SHSU, November 2002

Who’s Who Among American Teachers, 1998, 2000, 2003-2004

Who’s Who Among American Women, 1999-2000, 2002-2003

African-American Studies Graduate Fell. Award, University of Houston, 1998-99

Miss Ima Hogg Award, Center for Amer. His., Univ. of Texas, 1998

Huggins-Quarles Award, Organization of American Historians, 1997

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Educational Advancement Found. Scholarship, 1997

Ottis Locke Award, East Texas Historical Association, 1996

Murry Miller Alumni Endowed Scholarship, D. of His., U. of Houston, 1996-1998

Institute for African American Policy Research Summer Stipend (IAAPR), African 

American Studies Program, University of Houston, 1996

Texas Minority Doctoral Incentive Program Award, 1996-1998

National Deans List, 1986-1989

Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges, 1989

Mickey Leland Congressional Intern, Washington, D.C., spring 1989

PUBLICATIONS 

ARTICLES AND ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES

“For the Advancement of the Race: African-American Migration to Houston, 1914-1940.” In The Journal of Urban History. 31 (May 2005).

“The Great Migration Revisited: The Case for Houston, Texas, 1900-1950.”In The Houston Review of History and Culture. 2 (Winter 2005).

“The African-American Experience in Slavery and Freedom: Black Urban History Revisited and Reinterpreted.” Book review essay of In the Company of Black Men: The African Influence on African American Culture in New York, by Craig Steven Wilder; African Americans in Pennsylvania: Shifting Historical Perspectives, ed. Joe William Trotter, Jr. and Eric Ledell Smith; Brotherhoods of Color: Black Railroad Workers and the Struggle for Equality, by Eric Arnesen. In Journal of Urban History (2005).

“Domestic Service.” Entry in the Encyclopedia of the Great Depression. Edited by Robert McElvaine. New York: Macmillian, 2003, 241-44.

“Robert Vann.” Entry in the Encyclopedia of the Great Depression. Edited by Robert McElvaine. New York: Macmillian, 2003, 1018-19.

“Margaret Murray Washington.” Entry in African American National Biography. Edited by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham. New York: Harvard University Press, 2004, 855-856.

“Houston, Texas.” Entry in Encyclopedia of the Great Black Migration of the Twentieth Century. Westport: Connecticut: Greenwood Publishing Co, 2004.

“Chain Migration.” Entry in Encyclopedia of the Great Black Migration of the Twentieth Century. Westport: Connecticut: Greenwood Publishing Co, 2004.

“Houston Informer.” Entry in Encyclopedia of the Great Black Migration of the Twentieth Century. Westport: Connecticut: Greenwood Publishing Co., 2004.

PUBLICATIONS

WORK IN PROGRESS: MONOGRAPH

“For the Advancement of the Race”: The Great Black Migrations, Proletariat Formation, Community Building, and Sociopolitical Activism in Houston, Texas, 1914-1945. College Station: Texas A. & M. University Press, 2007 (forthcoming).

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

“For the Advancement of the Race: The Great Black Migrations to Houston, Texas, 1910-1945.” To be presented at the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Seattle, Washington, 7 January 2005.

“The Great Migrations of the Early Twentieth Century: The Case for Houston, Texas ,1914-1945.” Presented at the 2004 Organization of American Historians Southern Regional Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, July 9, 2004.

“Southerners Remaining in the South: The Great Migration and African Americans in Houston, 1914-1945,” Presented at the Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas, November 8, 2003.

“The Great Migrations of the Twentieth Century: The Case for Houston, Texas, 1910-1940.” Presented at the Association for the Study of African American Life and History 88th Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 23-28, 2003.

“‘For the Advancement of the Race’: African-American Women as Community Builders and Activists in Houston, Texas, 1914-1945,” presented at the Sixth Southern Conference on Women’s History, Athens, Georgia, June 7, 2003.

“From Farmer to Wage Earner: The African-American Workforce in Houston, 1910-1940,” presented at the Texas State Historical Association Meeting, El Paso, Texas, March 7, 2003.

“From Farmer to Wage Earner: The Oppositional Struggle among African-American Migrants and Proletariat Workers in Houston, Texas, 1900-1950,” presented at the Seventh Annual Houston Black History Workshop entitled, Occupational Consciousness and Class Struggle, University of Houston Department of History, Houston, Texas, March 20-22, 2003. 

“Plain People from the Country: Community Building, Self Help, and Social Protest among African-American Migrants in Houston, Texas, 1900-1950, presented at the East Texas Historical Association Meeting, Nacogdoches, Texas, September 20, 2002.

Showing of Roots, Vol. 1, and post-screening discussion, “The Ramifications of the African-American Holocaust—the Slave Trade, Slavery, and Jim Crow Racism—on the Black Family,” The Black Family in International Film, a film series of The Black Family: An International Work in Progress, presented and discussed at the Houston Public Library, Houston, Texas, February 23, 2002. Texas Southern University History Department and the Houston Public Library sponsored this one-year celebration of the black family through lectures, conferences, film screenings, and workshops. This program was made possible in part by a grant (developed by Dr. Karen Kossie-Chernyshev) from the Texas Council for the Humanities, which is associated with the National Endowment for the Humanities.

“For the Advancement of the Race: African-American Migration to Houston, 1914-1940,” presented at the Southwestern Social Science Association Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana, March 28, 2002.

“A Gumbo of Diversity: Black Catholics, Migration, and the Incorporation of Community Building in Early Twentieth Century Houston,” presented at the Texas State Historical Association Annual Meeting in Austin, Texas, March 3, 2000.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS

African-American History Field

The Association for the Study of African-American Life and History

Association of Black Women Historians

Southern Conference on African American Studies, Inc. 

Texas History Field

Texas State Historical Association

East Texas Historical Association

United States and Regional Fields

Organization of American Historians

Southern Historical Association

Southern Association for Women Historians

General Field

American Association of University Women

Southwestern Social Science Association

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

Walker County African-American Historical Committee, Huntsville, Texas

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People faculty member 

Black Student Alliance, past faculty member 

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., Kappa Mu chapter, faculty advisor

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., Gamma Sigma Alumnae Chapter, Houston

Women United Sociological and Political Activism Organization, past faculty advisor

Lambda Theta Alpha Sorority, Inc., past faculty advisor

Gamma Psi Omega Sorority, past faculty advisor

United Negro College Fund faculty sponsor, represented Sam Houston State 

University and Huntsville at College Night Gala, January 4, 2002, Houston, Texas 

Holding My Dream Team faculty advisor

African Student Association faculty advisor

Greater Zion Missionary Baptist Church Senior Usher Boardr, Huntsville, Texas
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