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Message from the Interim Chair

An era has finally come to an eflofffee location! Al Williams with F
Office of the Department of Gelgraptug status is also soon to mo\
and Geology is now housed innits den suite, and John Strait wil
space in suite 330 of the Leeddngiete the occupation.

Building.

:/lwww.shsu.edu/~gel_geo/

hy and
The process of musical offices wi

Our combined departments wefreéoupothe rooms that sit at the foul
small degree a product of the ninatees of the square of offices tha
seventies 0o0i Ifaceut orttd thevativem Thedsow
savings departments were congvndsecome primarily faculty re-
into o0Di vi si onseaich spaaes. Jop il has aliedc
involved something of a shotgoonamgied the southeastern corner wi
riage wherein certain pragmatibisieew petrological microscope ar
sions were made regarding Gemgralbert with take over the nortl
phyos al | i an c easternwoarrterhwith ainheditoriad affic
hrather than humanities. Geoldgy Wias new Applied journal. Johi
already a foundling child welebDggenhardt will eventually use the ¢
factaontrol of Biology and themagwoom as a research lab for hi
division became both Géagra- Ground Penetrating Radar equipmer
phy and Geelagy Biology.

Lots of people helped with preparati
The history of our symbiosiganditthe actual move into our nev
Biology was s epaeet Joa Hyde fronf PhysicalcRle
egg: good in parts, but as Geagaaphyeal asset and guided some
| TopFoyer of the new kDfarticular, grew larger it wasateanore Haiained proposals to
330 Geography & Geglabwe would all benefit fromthecisdalm of practicality. Delma ha
suite. Left: Conferencdized divorce. When the remnzags af eye on the aesthetics an
room with seating fortheés. Psychology graduate progiderthe entrance if not the individu
Bottom:Copy room afihally departed for their new difisea look very pleasant and civilize
¥ mailboxes. AB5 we began the process of BriepaGooper and Joe Hill did both
ing our new space. The suite tnsisteavy lifting and a whole lot «
of a very large chairs office, arfiuoffitee assembly. Finally, our wor
for Delma, a large Xerox roostudstistudent Brandon assembled |
more buiilt cupboards than youesmnthan 21 swivel chairs and for tt
shake a stick at, a good sizedsemwuifes- we should dedicate the cor
ence room, and four additionafdaendty room to him and his harc
offices. One is occupied by Briaori.oo-
per as Geology Coordinator and an-
other by Jim Tiller who claime@ldétady, productivity is about to gc
the basis that it took him away framat os pher i c é.
direct contact with noisy live bodies

that he was forced to endure with his Chris Baldwin

baldwin@shsu.edu
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New Courses

GEOGRAPHY 146 and GEOLT@Ycad&e will combine tradieelal2: Why Things Aren't Whkeky$1: The Grand Canyon and C
Foundations of Sdig¢tmes youlectures with the use of case st hey Seem to Be: ErrorsHoviRaWhat Rocks and Minerals (
ever wondered if Big Foot éxistsizh students evaluate a vaoeipgfd the Limits to PercegimhCan't Tell Us

Whet her
Why people claim to have besgiraaipdinary claims. Research shows
ducted by
powerd i s

UF OG6 s sacianee e iagietdi n g c anéhMesn@na ritnhv?ol vi ng

Week 12: Alternative Medicines &

al i that sttdentsVterdttt express\ieshe §: sWhyw Things Aren't BiktsyShe Need for Control Grouy
r e a limeres$t,f becorne mareh ievolWetiahiiéey Seem to Bet ErrorsHiaédms and Double Blind Studies

tions of Science course wouldhbe& oburses, and learn new rsaterigl and the Limits to Perception

interest to you. This innovativettmi-via the Case Study apprambktemory
ence course will use scientificTmfodredit, lecture and lab, course

Week 13: Legendary Creatures M
Biological Constraints: Food Chair

mation and scientific reasonijLltocount toward the Core @Ueeku4: Astronomy and AstEvieryy and the Evidence
examine a wide range of extratudinacjence credindescience Stars, Planets, Galaxies, The Big Bang

claims pertaining to these andanajbes|t will have a lecture aaddaYour Sign
topics. Through an examinatam boft the lab will be based to a large

Weeks -115t Evolutionary Theory,
Creationism and Intelligent Desig!

these topics, students will learextenteon discussions and adtieiiks: UFO's and Einstein: TMo&izendhe Nature of Scientific The
of the basic principles and thdmsigsed to engage student ititerdsiverse and Cosmic Speeddsmits

from many different disciplin€ke afourse will belistessas GEO

science. Student learning willl46c(taught by Dr. Gillespie) $eelGEL Energy and Heat: Perpetual
Motion Machines, Fire Walking and the

upon the nature of science, tha4gi@aught by Dr. Hill.)
tific method, how to more reliably
evaluate evidence, and how to avoidWeekly Topics

Laws of Nature

marcusg@shsu.edu

common errors in reasoning. TWigék ih: Why Evidence and Ra&leeks87 Science and the Paranor-
contrast to traditional science dldssks1: Why Evidence andnRedyoblems with Controls, Replica-

which focus on the details of aBlat@ficThe Nature of Science tion, Sufficiency and Honesty

science.

Course Updates

GEOGRAPHY 161: Introduction
GeograptiVhis semester, the geog-
raphers have begun working on
configuring the introductory geog
phy course. First, the geographe
have proposed changes to the co
name and description (in the futu
the course will officially be referred
asGEOGRAPHY 161: People, P
and the EnvironinentThese
changes will help the geographers
make the course more relevant to
present state of the discipline and
particular program. For example,
Strait plans to utilizeoBfaSided

GEOLOGY 443: Methods in Applie
Geophysit=all 2009 marks the
second offering of GEL 443, Method
Applied Geophysics. This course, wi
is offered only during the Fall seme
ter in odd years, provides an introdu
tion to the latest methods used to m:
the distribution of physical propertie:
beneath the surface of the Earth, ai
is widely recommended for student
who plan to pursue careers that di
rectly or indirectly involve subsurfac
imaging and analysis.

Prerequisites: GEL132/112 or 133/

field trips as a means to both maker| 443 students learn the basics of seismic surveying M3iHg142, EHY 138/118, PHY 139/

this course more interesting and tometrics-B800 portable exploration seismograph.
more tightly incorporate it as an

overall introduction to the geography
program as a whole.

jbs008@shsu.edu

by permission of instructor. Credit 3.

degenhardt@shsu.edu
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Course Updates

GEOGRAPHY 348p&ied Techdinterest (POI) are stored on thetrg@ts. that were misnamed (Werreat ed i n Phel ps
nologiésStarting in fall semestewever, despite this wealth bargeosersus Warner Drive), tveedd] students greatly enjoyed using
2008 Dr, Leipnik introduced spat&al data, numerous errorthadmtid not exist (mostly in thetiiéatehicle navigation systems and th
course focusing on a range of gguspians exist. To explore theaodtarea), streets that exisedbublogy encompasses a wide rang
tial technologies, including comprgescientifically than is possilelenot portrayed on the mapsgaedpatial data and techniques in
mapping, global positioning y@temhe unit in a standalonanstadees where streets were reayafledser friendly package. Several
(GPS), cell phone technologidbge rBdipartment purchased a copeaify but the names ofoftwee students also tried changing the
frequency tags and aerial andhstréeteatlas Roadnet data sestardtthaeven miles apart haddigz=n on the directors from the
level imagery. To demonstradOltliata set, the same data insedhianged. Other issues idstatifiatd ones to customized ones
integration of several of these¢hechem Tom unit, except thay gtislents were the situationdmveteaded from the Internet. Voices
nologies, each student was piesidadd to be used in ArcG#h saftanded lane on a freewthatsaoh available include Mr. T (Turr
with a Tom Tom | 130 Personabafehicl&tudents could exploas It@is determined by the uniRighteNow Fool!) Darth Vader (The
navigation system for theiremses and issues they came adeeskeirroad or surface street parakels to the left at the next inter-
throughout the semester. Thibeufidid on the computers in tbel@l8eeway. Points of interesictizo, young Skywalker) and Ozzi
incorporates GPS location findalg, Gt8dents used their vehidleditated the presence of a vallebooi (*/!'~"&#@ing Turn Right,
-based maps, spatial optimizag@mtipassystems to travel fromiftenesting errors and omis¥iomg+/"@#$&NM!!).

well as databases of severalandliovork to school but alsoinsieiding the Voodoo Tattoo being

streets, street names and speaddlignied to find a variety of eidestified as a café and Sam Houston geo_mrl@shsu.edu
data. Also several million pothtsdafa. These errors ranged Btate University being identified as

Beyond Booksé. Geogr a

We recognize that much of whdt sv& r va bl e ( 0 with deotrd alg lab woekrasmaisste
teach in both Geography and cdeskitgyes irrelevant informattiashat we do. We are proud of th
concerns actual phedabsea- ( Onoi sed) . We falctetteat we toffier field exipezienees
abl e, meats ally le egibcbuaters @iegvaltiable in tefonsnof only upper level classes fo
riential. They are not simply theairétig for future work eithenajors but also for our introductory
cal constructs knowable onlyimlusiey or in graduate schoolsiahees as well. You should expect
abstract (though models and Hyathemary task almost invariably sur offerings of classes that
ses do form an important parttof define the problem. Workimgchvite a field component expand
overall encounter with differenteatity; including, significantly wataabre formally approach what w
ics). reality, we think adds both a pteasatdr to be an important pedagoc
learning experience and a vedlaitbe.
A recurrent theme in a numberofigoore realistic insight into geologi-
courses is a field work expecaraoed geographical issues. Read more about some of our fiel
~ wherein students confront the real trip course components on the follov
GEL 440 students preparing ilenges of first of all recodwsizingepartment we have dedidepate.
peels on the Brazos River, TeXgfat is significant and measureadhke othe integration of fieldwork



