
 

Our proposal for a Masters program in 

Geospatial Analysis is moving through 

the University review machinery and 

looks likely to be approved. With this 

very positive development and with 

our restrictions (for the moment) on 

new faculty we, anyway, need to adjust 

what we teach and the way that our 

Geography curriculum will flow from 

the undergraduate level to the gradu-

ate. In Geology our plans are a good 

deal more vestigial but our Dean has 

asked us to begin to think about the 

eventual separation of Geology from 

Geography. We can (and will) remain 

friends but each program is likely to 

benefit from a new independence. 

 

So, while we have no time for forlorn 

navel-gazing we do have time to take 

stock of where we are now and where 

we want to go next. Perhaps a brief 
hiatus is no bad thingé 

 

Chris Baldwin 
baldwin@shsu.edu 

Some time, long ago, way before  this 

second newsletter under the editor-

ship of Velvet Nelson rolled off the hot 

presses, I had assumed that this would 

be my final swan song of a chairmanly 

contribution. It would appear not to be 

so! 

 

For budget reasons that are certainly 

beyond our Department, and seem-

ingly well beyond the College of Arts 

and Sciences, last November all new 
faculty appointments were frozen. This 

hit us particularly hard as we were 

already some way along in our search 

for an Applied Geographer who would 

chair the Geography and Geology 

Department. As a result my Acting 

Chairmanship has been extended for 

at least another year and we will have 

to review what our next move might be 

with regard to a permanent chair. 

 

But not all is doom and gloom ð not for 

me anyway and I think not for the 

Department. While all new positions 

were cut off we were able to advertize 

and fill our vacant Structural Geology 

position. Next August Joe Hill will be 

joining us along with his wife, two 

children and a dog called Darwin. Joe 

got his BS and MS degrees in Geologi-

cal Sciences from the University of 

Tennessee at Knoxville and  his Ph.D. is 

from the University of Missouri at 

Columbia. His research for his doctor-

ate included contract mapping Mount 

Rushmore with all the presidential 

heads. Since then he has continued 

mapping work in the Black Hills and in 

the Appalachians. Joe will be teaching 

Structural Geology and will play an 

important role in the development of 

our new modular geological capstone 

course that will replace the onerous 

(logistically and financially) and infa-

mous òGeology Field Campó. 

 

One thing this interregnum will allow 

us to do is to further review both the 

Geography and Geology curricula prior 

to a new search for an external chair. 
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land-use dynamics.  Special attention 

will be given to the nature of the North 

American urban environment, yet the 

course will include comparative treat-

ment of urban areas from a global 

perspective. The course may involve a 

field trip to Houston, TX.   

 

Contact Dr. Strait (jbs008@shsu.edu) 

for more information. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 436: Urban Geogra-

phyñThis course seeks to explain the 

spatial dynamics of urban phenomena 

both within and among cities.  We will 

focus on the geographic dimensions of 

a host of contemporary urban issues, 

such as: transportation; economic, 

retail and social change; racial and 

class segregation; suburban sprawl; 

population growth; unequal invest-

ment; environmental pollution; and 

GEOLOGY 332: Forensic Geologyñ

This course is designed to (1) give 

geology and geography students ex-

amples of the practical application of 

geologic principles to resolving real-

life situations, and (2) fill a critical gap 

in the criminal justice curriculum by 

offering students an opportunity to 

not only see how forensic geology can 

provide them with a powerful analyti-

cal tool, but to also introduce them to  

New Courses for Fall 2008 
some of the technologies (e.g., optical 

mineralogy, x-ray diffraction, particle 

size analysis, ground-penetrating radar, 

scanning electron microscopy) that are 

being used to solve crimes. 

 

Contact Dr. Cooper (bjcooper@shsu.edu) 

for more information. 
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This research, in conjunction with 

Professor Erki  Tammiksaar, Centre 

for Science Studies, Tartu, Estonia, 

focuses on some of the influences and 

attractions to explorers of the erro-

neous but long-held concept of warm 

climate regions at both poles.  While 

much of the justification of polar 

exploration involves either the 

"Everest concept" (because it is 

there) or a search for a North East or 

North West Passage from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific, much of nineteenth 

century exploration was effectively 

drawn because of the possibility of 

usable temperate lands at these ex-

treme locations. Some of these ideas 

are rooted in classical antiquity, and 

some are modern and very strange. 

baldwin@shsu.edu  

Dr. Baldwin: Polar Exploration & the Influences of 

the òWarm Poleó Concept 

A very early and influential map by Mercator that shows the North Pole 
as a basalt island, surrounded by a temperate sea into which drain four 
rivers from a surrounding temperate land area. Source: Wikipedia 
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