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Message from the Interim Chair

An era has finally come to an eflofffee location! Al Williams with F
Office of the Department of Gelgraptug status is also soon to mo\
and Geology is now housed innits den suite, and John Strait wil
space in suite 330 of the Leeddngiete the occupation.

Building.

:/lwww.shsu.edu/~gel_geo/

hy and
The process of musical offices wi

Our combined departments wefreéoupothe rooms that sit at the foul
small degree a product of the ninatees of the square of offices tha
seventies 0o0i Ifaceut orttd thevativem Thedsow
savings departments were congvndsecome primarily faculty re-
into o0Di vi si onseaich spaaes. Jop il has aliedc
involved something of a shotgoonamgied the southeastern corner wi
riage wherein certain pragmatibisieew petrological microscope ar
sions were made regarding Gemgralbert with take over the nortl
phyos al | i an c easternwoarrterhwith ainheditoriad affic
hrather than humanities. Geoldgy Wias new Applied journal. Johi
already a foundling child welebDggenhardt will eventually use the ¢
factaontrol of Biology and themagwoom as a research lab for hi
division became both Géagra- Ground Penetrating Radar equipmer
phy and Geelagy Biology.

Lots of people helped with preparati
The history of our symbiosiganditthe actual move into our nev
Biology was s epaeet Joa Hyde fronf PhysicalcRle
egg: good in parts, but as Geagaaphyeal asset and guided some
| TopFoyer of the new kDfarticular, grew larger it wasateanore Haiained proposals to
330 Geography & Geglabwe would all benefit fromthecisdalm of practicality. Delma ha
suite. Left: Conferencdized divorce. When the remnzags af eye on the aesthetics an
room with seating fortheés. Psychology graduate progiderthe entrance if not the individu
Bottom:Copy room afihally departed for their new difisea look very pleasant and civilize
¥ mailboxes. AB5 we began the process of BriepaGooper and Joe Hill did both
ing our new space. The suite tnsisteavy lifting and a whole lot «
of a very large chairs office, arfiuoffitee assembly. Finally, our wor
for Delma, a large Xerox roostudstistudent Brandon assembled |
more buiilt cupboards than youesmnthan 21 swivel chairs and for tt
shake a stick at, a good sizedsemwuifes- we should dedicate the cor
ence room, and four additionafdaendty room to him and his harc
offices. One is occupied by Briaori.oo-
per as Geology Coordinator and an-
other by Jim Tiller who claime@ldétady, productivity is about to gc
the basis that it took him away framat os pher i c é.
direct contact with noisy live bodies

that he was forced to endure with his Chris Baldwin

baldwin@shsu.edu
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New Courses

GEOGRAPHY 146 and GEOLT@Ycad&e will combine tradieelal2: Why Things Aren't Whkeky$1: The Grand Canyon and C
Foundations of Sdig¢tmes youlectures with the use of case st hey Seem to Be: ErrorsHoviRaWhat Rocks and Minerals (
ever wondered if Big Foot éxistsizh students evaluate a vaoeipgfd the Limits to PercegimhCan't Tell Us

Whet her
Why people claim to have besgiraaipdinary claims. Research shows
ducted by
powerd i s

UF OG6 s sacianee e iagietdi n g c anéhMesn@na ritnhv?ol vi ng

Week 12: Alternative Medicines &

al i that sttdentsVterdttt express\ieshe §: sWhyw Things Aren't BiktsyShe Need for Control Grouy
r e a limeres$t,f becorne mareh ievolWetiahiiéey Seem to Bet ErrorsHiaédms and Double Blind Studies

tions of Science course wouldhbe& oburses, and learn new rsaterigl and the Limits to Perception

interest to you. This innovativettmi-via the Case Study apprambktemory
ence course will use scientificTmfodredit, lecture and lab, course

Week 13: Legendary Creatures M
Biological Constraints: Food Chair

mation and scientific reasonijLltocount toward the Core @Ueeku4: Astronomy and AstEvieryy and the Evidence
examine a wide range of extratudinacjence credindescience Stars, Planets, Galaxies, The Big Bang

claims pertaining to these andanajbes|t will have a lecture aaddaYour Sign
topics. Through an examinatam boft the lab will be based to a large

Weeks -115t Evolutionary Theory,
Creationism and Intelligent Desig!

these topics, students will learextenteon discussions and adtieiiks: UFO's and Einstein: TMo&izendhe Nature of Scientific The
of the basic principles and thdmsigsed to engage student ititerdsiverse and Cosmic Speeddsmits

from many different disciplin€ke afourse will belistessas GEO

science. Student learning willl46c(taught by Dr. Gillespie) $eelGEL Energy and Heat: Perpetual
Motion Machines, Fire Walking and the

upon the nature of science, tha4gi@aught by Dr. Hill.)
tific method, how to more reliably
evaluate evidence, and how to avoidWeekly Topics

Laws of Nature

marcusg@shsu.edu

common errors in reasoning. TWigék ih: Why Evidence and Ra&leeks87 Science and the Paranor-
contrast to traditional science dldssks1: Why Evidence andnRedyoblems with Controls, Replica-

which focus on the details of aBlat@ficThe Nature of Science tion, Sufficiency and Honesty

science.

Course Updates

GEOGRAPHY 161: Introduction
GeograptiVhis semester, the geog-
raphers have begun working on
configuring the introductory geog
phy course. First, the geographe
have proposed changes to the co
name and description (in the futu
the course will officially be referred
asGEOGRAPHY 161: People, P
and the EnvironinentThese
changes will help the geographers
make the course more relevant to
present state of the discipline and
particular program. For example,
Strait plans to utilizeoBfaSided

GEOLOGY 443: Methods in Applie
Geophysit=all 2009 marks the
second offering of GEL 443, Method
Applied Geophysics. This course, wi
is offered only during the Fall seme
ter in odd years, provides an introdu
tion to the latest methods used to m:
the distribution of physical propertie:
beneath the surface of the Earth, ai
is widely recommended for student
who plan to pursue careers that di
rectly or indirectly involve subsurfac
imaging and analysis.

Prerequisites: GEL132/112 or 133/

field trips as a means to both maker| 443 students learn the basics of seismic surveying M3iHg142, EHY 138/118, PHY 139/

this course more interesting and tometrics-B800 portable exploration seismograph.
more tightly incorporate it as an

overall introduction to the geography
program as a whole.

jbs008@shsu.edu

by permission of instructor. Credit 3.

degenhardt@shsu.edu
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Course Updates

GEOGRAPHY 348p&ied Tech-interest (POI) are stored on thetrgsts. that were misnamed (Werreat ed i n Phel ps
nologiésStarting in fall semestewever, despite this wealth bargeosersus Warner Drive), tveedd] students greatly enjoyed using
2008 Dr, Leipnik introduced spat&al data, numerous errorthadmtid not exist (mostly in thetiiéatehicle navigation systems and th
course focusing on a range of gguspians exist. To explore theaodtarea), streets that exisedbublogy encompasses a wide rang
tial technologies, including comprgescientifically than is possilelenot portrayed on the mapsgaedpatial data and techniques in
mapping, global positioning y@temhe unit in a standalonanstadees where streets were reayafledser friendly package. Several
(GPS), cell phone technologidgbe rRdipartment purchased a copgafy but the names ofofthe students also tried changing the
frequency tags and aerial andistréeteatlas Roadnet data sesardtthaseven miles apart haddiee=n on the directors from the
level imagery. To demonstradOltliata set, the same data insedhianged. Other issues idstatifiatd ones to customized ones
integration of several of these¢hechem Tom unit, except thay gtislents were the situationdmveteaded from the Internet. Voices
nologies, each student was piesidadd to be used in ArcG#h saftanded lane on a freewthatsaoh available include Mr. T (Turr
with a Tom Tom | 130 Personabafehicl&tudents could exploas It@is determined by the uniRighteNow Fool!) Darth Vader (The
navigation system for theiremses and issues they came adeeskeirroad or surface street parakels to the left at the next inter-
throughout the semester. Thibeufidid on the computers in tbel@l8eeway. Points of interesictizo, young Skywalker) and Ozzi
incorporates GPS location findalg, Gt8dents used their vehidleditated the presence of a vallebooi (*/!'~"&#@ing Turn Right,
-based maps, spatial optimizag@mtipassystems to travel fromiftenesting errors and omis¥iomg+/"@#$&NM!!).

well as databases of severalandliovork to school but alsoinsieiding the Voodoo Tattoo being

streets, street names and speaddlignied to find a variety of eidestified as a café and Sam Houston geo_mrl@shsu.edu
data. Also several million pothtsdafa. These errors ranged Btate University being identified as

Vehicle Navigation Mistakes in Waterwood Community

\
\

Legend

* Mislabled Features

M by Lesh s
(Gho 3 o 20

e Beyond Booksé. Geogr a

We recognize that much of whdt sv& r va bl e ( 0 with deotrd alg lab woekrasmaisste
teach in both Geography and cdeskitgyes irrelevant informattiashat we do. We are proud of th
concerns actual phedabsea- ( Onoi sed) . We fdctettatl we tofien field expezienees
abl e, meats ally le egibcbuaters @iegvaltiable in tefonsnof only upper level classes fo
riential. They are not simply theairétig for future work eithenajors but also for our introductory
cal constructs knowable onlyimlusiey or in graduate schoolsiahees as well. You should expect
abstract (though models and Hymthamary task almost invariably sur offerings of classes that
ses do form an important parttof define the problem. Workimgchvite a field component expand
overall encounter with differenteatity; including, significantly wataabre formally approach what w
ics). reality, we think adds both a pleasaidr to be an important pedagos
learning experience and a vedlaitbe.
=N A recurrent theme in a numberofigoore realistic insight into geologi-
. 3 BN 3 courses is a field work expecaraoed geographical issues. Read more about some of our fiel
- ~wherein students confront the real trip course components on the follov
GEL 440 students preparing ilenges of first of all recodwsizingepartment we have dedidepate.
peels on the Brazos River, TeXgfat is significant and measureadhke othe integration of fieldwork
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Course Field Trips

GEOLOGY 442: StructurafiGedldggnture. The group will drive to
OKLAHOMA! No, Lake Murray StdtecP &ilicpry aa
rather a geology field trip thataisnp o n B u zAftex
taking place the weekendaf Aprin@arty breakfast of Pop
Dr. Hill is taking his structural gelcdogyer, they will trek no
class to observe and measureatougds and cross the crest
ety of geological structures exhibiteille Mountdines.rest of
in roaduts alor83 as it transectday will be spent working their way
the Arbuckle Mountains of scotitbmard alo8§ thecking o

Oklahomddembers of the Sam Hhouserous roats.A group dm%r -

GEOGRAPHY 475: Race, Blues
Rock fi®nd B8Bbt &I td
ncourse to the Mississippi Delta will |
conducted duringAugidst, and
students should enroll for the Fal
2009 semester.

wi | | be more o0ju
will be in Memphis during Elvis Pres
Week and will be engaged in a num
of different activities. The group wi

|
ton Association of Geology Sindemtsampfire will top off Ih‘hemlayr,”er Dr. Strait and student@@mﬂn@dw have a great time age
(aka SHAGS) that may or maytimoe@nahinterest permits thergwilkbee on Beale Street duringthis yeate Any students interested |
the class will also travel wita Dt. our o f thepDewvi |l & srKdilt ch eparticBatingdnl thusnfield trip eourse

Hill.Dr. Cooper, our resident Arbratkldefore heading home. experience should contact Dr. Strait.
Mountain guru and guide will also be . _
participating in this advenTime geojoe@shsu.edu bs008@shsu.edu

Development of Geology Modular Fielg

Geology faculty members arfoouamong these to best sa
rently developing a new field @eenske academic curriculu
curriculum that will enable studeresetsts. Upon completion ‘ ‘
satisfy their six credit hours obfeeldeci al t yd ¢ 4 2 enrol |
geology requirements withoutiemroll-a o capst on 5 3
ing in field camp programs asigiied to expose them to m==
universities. The curriculum, plexicgeologic environments ‘
will focus on the need for tedwhimgthe opportunity to ap = ; ‘ ;
6classic geol ccongepts leangd im cbreWohsefleld: onfine s
of Texas, will comprise a numiedutds. Field locations currently
omodul ar 6 ¢ o mpuadere gorisisieration @nglide MNorth-g wi t
an introduct oreasteonM@difbroia/Soenryjy 6 cour s
and ending with -2 W®eek Oregon, Big Bend National Park and
0Ocapstoned c o Big8endRarckaSltate Park, Soudheast- a d -
vanced in nature. The maretatdftah, Missouri, and Lander, Wyo-
Methodology course is desigmény.tdhese courses represent value

teach students a variety of tecladide#so our department and to the

and procedures related to basigniegsity as a whole through the

ping and the application of coaxpansjon of course offerings and

used field equipment. A selegtieat @ost savings for students. For
specialized courses devoted tadijtienal information about field

ous, metamorphic, and sedimedatgs, contact.Dr. Hill Top: World famous Santa Elena Canyon, where 1
terrains and geomorphology will fol- Grande has incised a 1

low the introductory course. Students geojoe@shsu.edu fault block, Big Bend National Battorifeaats.
may select the appropriate courses scarp and sag pond, Winter Ridge, Oregon.
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Visiting Scholar

Dr. Derek AlderReesident of thgave the Department as a gift, enti-
Southeast Division of the AssottediGivi/ Rights Memorial and the

of American Geographers, visiteedgeaphy of Meemmiyved the
Department on Febdlgrg@9. 2008 AAG Globe Book Award for Pub
While on campus he spoke to &oderstanding of Geography. Dr.
tural geography class about hish'é-d er mands vi si t
search on hurricane graffiti, gavessociation of American Geography,
for mal Whkecet/daalogammat ThetadJpsion, the Departme
Hits Asphalt: The Politics of NahfBgography and Geology at Sam
Streefs6 and vi si tHeudtoniStatd Wniversity thel Geggra
small groups with faculty, studgaftsrs of Sam Houston, and Lone Star
and community leaders. The b@iklage.

Dr . Al der manos | ectur e
Naming Streetsd given i
Feb. 10th.

Student Notes

0 Wh e
n th

James Scotieography maijer (Friday) consisted of a range oDaciwi- Martingecent graduate

tended the Fifth Annual Texasti@gageatding six paper sessioinsmwhe Department of Geograph
phy Student Research Sympas@lrdiscussions, one poster ardsidaplogy, has informed us of |
(TXGSRS) on Maacid & Thisa pl enary s es snew positioh tadi anD EnvirorBngnt:
tweday event, sponsored byAubpestin, and over 75 door Quingdiance SpeGilBiRata Tech-

Department of Geography atvalesdsat approximately $3,00&ia@mwith the Brazoria County Eng
State UniveiSiyn Marcos, wtwe second day (Saturday), Mne&dotf Department, Angleton, TX. \
operated by undergraduateananidr. Albert joined a field tripigitladual gusto Daniel proclaims
graduate students under the titdlage Op e ni ng t aHatehaegool edlayaand Hati ‘éml L

of Dr. Lawrence Estaville, Fsmllby Dr. Richard Earl, Proféssot o ! | 6
Advisor to TXGSRS. The fideodegphy alSE®UMarcos.

Geographers of Sam Houston Meet

After a period of inactivity, thetli@eogw president of the orgardestgah effort needs to be made to
raphers of Sam Houston (GOSHijldadvelly Stover and Brian dlistiedd this tradition is continued.
reemerged in a burst of activitywverEhelected as officers.  OtBeheiininitiatives discussed were the
organization has had two segteatiance included Nancy pdtensal of engaging in regular sched-
meetings in the Spring SemesiameneScott, Alison McRae, Rlag Wileetings,-tfiptd and at-

of t hem bei ngkinboa,lamtd Naet Starifleldm pdrmgthip Sdhedule future interactions
(across Sam Houston Blvd. fracowam- of these meetings, withufaculty and departmental alumni.
pus). These meetings werenguibers agreed on a numbBeryhbafdy interested in GOSH or GTU, or
fruitful, both in terms of stimutatiaives. Perhaps the mosthotppshould contact Dr. Strait (Faculty
ideas regarding future GOSH dativitteing the reformulation &p@iBdr of GOSH) or President Stroda.
as well stimulating great colle@alityna Theta Upsilon), the geography

Quite simply, geographers makempeaty society. Sam Houston State jbs008@shsu.edu
conversationalists!  In a unahamdhe second oldest chapter of GTU,

vote, Melissa Stroda was elestedllawere in agreement that a con-
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Faculty Notes

Dr. Tlleand hi s br which eperaté¥ayt of élérsheytisfietomains within the social and@imatology

year research eftow; Americagylvania. Other colleagues frpimyshoal sciences. IJAGR is desighgshomic geography
Adventure: The History of a Peprmément who will be conttibupirmyide planners and policy aeography of crime
East Texas Family]946%as to IJAGR include Dr. Strait aslgstsogiractitioners, academicians, @gbmorphology
awarded First Place, CategoryalgFatitor and Dr. Degenhardithsramsing GIS&T useful studiesHigtorical geography
ily History Book by@GeNealogiseditorial review board membenighheupport decmsikimg activi-  Medical geography

at the annual meeting in OctéilEowafig information is frontiethe Natural hazards
the Texas State Genealogicaljdbonitywebpabtp:(/wwwigi Other geographic subfields
in Abilene global.com/IJAGR Coverag&he IJAGR is interested irolitical geography

research highlighting various GI$&pulation geography
Dr. Alberhas been appointedviassionThdnternational Journ@pplication domains that span tBeil geography
Editor in Chief of a new geagraplylied Geospatial Rese&®@rl! and physical sciences. Topidst@rism geography
journal which begins publicati@n&GRpublishes research t@tdiscussed in this journal inclutieinsportation geography
January 2010. Mkernational exemplifies the usage of geodtdbfige not limited to) the following:
Journal of Applied GeospatialnRgmation science and technoldgj9geography geo_dpa@shsu.edu
search (IJAGR)a peeeviewed (GIS&T) to explore and resolve @d,siness and marketing geogra-

and quarterly publication of IG§/@jHieal issues from various applieBY

Department Expansion of Radar Capal

The Department of Geograpby used to forensics, archaeo
Geology is in the process of aaquastgarray of applied geoj
additional equipment to augmenjettis. One of the first pE
capabilities of its ground pengifatingd for the upgraded syq
radar (GPR) system. The deranGEPR survey of the for
system, manufactured by Sersorso&the Sam Houston Std
Software, Inc. of Mississauga, idniagoat the Oakwood Ce
provides a range of frequencigsw@®wn Huntsville. If you h
MHz to 100 MHz) ideally suitews, twleas, collaborative o
geological, geomorphologicdigsarat projects that could
hydrogeological applicationdromhthe use of this system, =& -

additional equipment, which cumats Dr. Degenhardt. Dr. Degenhardt with ground penetrating radar at Oakwood Ceme-

of a 500 MHz transducer antenna tery, downtown Huntsville, conducting geophysical surveys to pre-

package, will extend the range of degenhardt@shsuedus el v | ocate the previous | oceée
applications for which the system can

Faculty Participation at Spring Conferer

Dr. Albé¢idb He al t hc arDe Gofid Ptolpau | .t $ .oftr. Alreid @ e po ha h go nt
Critical Junctoiveerr, 6ChHanrfged AHRuwiadaleaGEogeaghys 6f Blies 6
Geography Student ResearchMietipg- of the Association of Ameri-e , 6 Annual Me
sium, San Marcos, Texas (panetist)iGeographers, Las Vegas,tiNevatlaAmerican Geographers, Le
(paper presentation) Vegas, Nevada (poster presentation
Dr. Degenh@dtAscendi ng Geo -
thermal Vapor Effects: An Altérnativesod Car i bbeanDr. N Tther €o Sth-oul
Mechanism for Deflation of iLabate a n d LandsAlpet HArtef eDemahew
Debris Aprons at Low Latitudemuzl Meeting of the Associ&ionuof h of Caddo
Mars, 6 Fort i etAmeridann Geographens,dLasPAfegan)a@gicah Copference, Tyler, Te:
Science Conference, The WaddeNaads(paper presentation) (paper presentation)
Texas (paper presentation)


https://cas.shsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=c093bc91d83546cbbb0f1b0f69587048&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.igi-global.com%2fIJAGR
https://cas.shsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=c093bc91d83546cbbb0f1b0f69587048&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.igi-global.com%2fIJAGR
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Dr. Leipnik

Geographers and Geoj ggists in the OFI

Dr. Cooper

Dr. Nelson

Dr. Gillespie

Dr. Strait

- Dr. Baldwin
Dr. Netoff

Dr. Hill

Dr. Degenhardt Clockwise from top left: Athabasca G

cier, Alberta, Canada; Washington C
New Hampshire; Jungfraujoch, Switz
land; OIld Town Kyiv, Ukraine; Bang
Thailand; Ross Ice Shelf, Antarctic
Upper Devonian Catskill Deltaic syste
Pennsylvania; Longs Peak, Colora
Gilpin Peak rock glacier, Colorado; A
chodomal u Bay, Ha



