
 

Fulbright Fellowship to Slovenia. Ful-

brightõs are very prestigious awards 

and recognize the contribution that 

the awardee is likely to make in both 

scholarly research but also in repre-

senting the United States abroad. Most 

are awarded to fairly senior scholars, 

well on in their careers. Velvet is right 

at the start of hers and for a Fulbright 

to be awarded to an untenured profes-

sor is particularly noteworthy. All of 

us offer Velvet our heartiest con-

gratulations. 

 

Dr. Chris Baldwin 
baldwin@shsu.edu 

It looks as though this will be the final 

missive from me (Oh what sorrow!) as 

we currently have our search under-

way for a new Departmental Chair. The 

ads just went into the various elec-

tronic and paper journals, and we 

should expect to see some serious 

enquiries soon. 

 

In addition to the Chair, we have just 

recently appointed a new half time 

secretary to cover the office during  

afternoons.  Her name is Theresa 

Garvin, and we extend her a warm 

welcome to the Department. So err 

long we should have a few personnel 

changes in the LDB332 suite.   

Partly in preparation for the new 

Chair, the Geography faculty are care-

fully reviewing the whole structure of 

their curriculum, partly with an eye to 

general modernization but also from 

the perspective of ensuring that it fits 

well with the new Masters Program in 

Applied GIS. The Geologists are still 

focused on the expansion of field-

related courses as well as a general 

expansion of our Petroleum Geology 

Program. 

 

One final point ð and I write this here 

because she is too modest to toot her 

own horn ð our Newsletter editor, 

Velvet Nelson, has been awarded a 
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Congratulations to 2008-9 Student Award Winners 

Message from the Interim Chair 

James ScottñScott and Baron Geog-

raphy scholarship award recipient 

 

Philip TeissierñHolder Geography 

scholarship award recipient 

 

David ThompsonñBounds Geography 

scholarship award recipient 

 

Also recognized:  

 

Ashley Yatesñservice to the Geology 

program 

 

Jeff Cook, Jonathon Marshall and 

Claude Mathesñperformance in the 

Geology program 

 

The following students received 

awards for Geography and Geology 

during the 2008-9 academic year: 

 

Reyna De La CruzñSam Houston 

Association of Geology Students schol-

arship recipient 

 

Ryan LewisñSam Houston Associa-

tion of Geology Students scholarship 

recipient; top student University of 

Buffalo Geology field camp 

 

Peyton LisenbyñCannan Geological 

scholarship recipient 

 

Nancy MorrisñWilliams Geography 

scholarship award recipient 
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Geology 

Left: Nancy Morris, Geography scholarship 

recipient;  Bottom: (from left to right) Pey-

ton Lisenby, Reyna De La Cruz and Ryan 

Lewis, Geology scholarship recipients 



The fall 2009 semester marks the 

reformation of Gamma Chapter of 

Gamma Theta Upsilon geographic 

honor society and Geographers of 

Sam Houston (GOSH). Charted in 1931, 

SHSU has the third oldest chapter of 

GTU in the United States, and the 

oldest chapter in Texas. Initiation this 

semester inducted seven geography 

majors, most of whom are seniors. 

Initiation will be held at the beginning 

of every semester. Eligible  students 

will have a minimum of one geography 

course, three semesters of college 

coursework and a 3.3 GPA in geogra-

phy and overall. Dues are a one-time 

fee of $40. 

GOSH is an informal student group 

that meets about once a month to 

promote familiarity within the Geogra-

phy Department. Not a lot of Geogra-

phy majors know other majors, so this 

is a way we can get together and hang 

out and discuss school, classes and 

various geography topics. The first 

meeting of the semester, held on 

September 9, saw an attendance of 13 

students.  This yearõs elected officers 

are Holly Stover, President; Haley 

Hanson, Vice President; Tiffany Hall, 

Secretary; and Andrew Cummings, 

Public Relations. The officers are 

working hard looking into different 

events to be held throughout the 

school year. Activities are not solely 

based on the officers choices but 

come from ideas and suggestions at 

meetings. Everyone is welcome to 

attend, and everyoneõs ideas are 

welcome. A group has been set up on 

Facebook, which includes news and 

information about meetings.  

 

So far for the year, the officers are 

looking into a couple of trips. First, 

there are two geography conferences 

set for the last weekend of October. 

First is the Southwest American Asso-

ciation of Geographers in Little Rock, 

AR and the other is the Applied Geog-

raphy Conference held in Baton 

Quest Consulting, Inc. and he will 

speak to students about life in indus-

try on October 7th.  Day trips to the 

Houston/Galveston region (museums) 

and Lake Whitney (fossil collecting) 

are being worked out.   SHAGS will 

head for Lake Catherine State Park, 

near Hot Springs, Arkansas the week-

end before Thanksgiving, November 20

-22.  Saturday morning will be spent 

looking for quartz crystals north of 

Hot Springs.  Saturday afternoon and 

Sunday morning tours of the Magnet 

Cove Igneous Complex will give stu-

SHAGS held their elections at the 

beginning of the semester.  The offi-

cers for this academic year are Austin 

Dunlap, President; Jonathan Marshall, 

Vice President; Tiffany Engle, Secre-

tary; and Ryan Lewis, Treasurer. 

 

So far there has been an officers 

meeting and a general meeting to 

discuss plans for the semester.   We 

have one speaker scheduled and are 

negotiating with other speakers.  The 

first speaker will be SHSU alumnus 

Michael Bagnasco, Senior Geologist, 

dents the opportunity to see and 

collect some of the minerals and 

rocks associated with an alkali igne-

ous intrusion.  There will also be a 

banquet/dinner near the end of the 

semester. 

 

For more information about SHAGS, 

p lease contact  Dr.  Cooper 

(bjcooper@shsu.edu) or Austin Dunlap 

(add021@shsu.edu). 

Sam Houston Association of Geologists (SHAGS) Activities 

Geographers of Sam Houston (GOSH) and Gamma Theta Upsilon Re-Form 
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Rouge, LA, organized by Kent State 

University. The officers are also look-

ing into a weekend excursion to En-

chanted Rock and area attractions 

such as Fredericksburg and local 

wineries. Community outreach has 

also been proposed to bring aware-

ness to geographic literacy in the 

local schools.  

 

For more information about GOSH, 

GTU or any of the activities, or inter-

est and/or ideas on activities, please 

contact Dr. Strait (jstrait@shsu.edu) 

or Holly Stover (hrs005@shsu.edu). 

mailto:jstrait@shsu.edu
mailto:hrs005@shsu.edu


Page 3 Department of Geography & Geology 

http://www.shsu.edu/~gel_geo/   

Jeff Cook is a Geology major.  He 

spent part of the summer attending 

field camp with the University of Buf-

falo.  The following is an account of his 

experiences: 

 

In the summer of 2009, Ryan Lewis 

and I attended the University of Buf-

falo geologic field camp. This camp is 

required for a BS in Geology and helps 

to provide real world application to 

academic study. General information 

on field camps offered throughout the 

nation, as well as internationally, can 

be found on Geology.com. Our decision 

was primarily  based on four critera: 

University of Buffalo was one of the 

cheapest, they had been running the 

same field camp consistently for over 

fifty years, the camp was only four 

weeks long (as opposed to six), and it 

was a travelling camp.  

 

Over the course of the four weeks 

there would be four separate mapping 

locations in Colorado, Utah, and Wyo-

ming. Ryan and I made our own way to 

Denver where we met with the rest of 

our group. Our particular group hailed 

from all over the United States. The 

majority was undergraduate geology 

students from Buffalo, but there were 

also others from Tennessee, Indiana, 

Georgia, and Pennsylvania. Forty 

students in all made the trip.  

After a night in Denver, we left in four 

vans, a cook truck, and two staff vehi-

cles. The rugged pedigree of the vans 

was soon tested as can be seen in the 

picture, in which one of the staff had 

to be rushed to the hospital for sta-

ples in their head after hitting a cow 

at 50 mph. All were fine, even the cow 

miraculously. This was our worst 

injury.  

Our first campsite was located in 

Southfork, Colorado. Our purpose at 

each campsite was to map a section 

of area ranging in size from 2-5 

square miles. To map this section we 

were given an aerial photo. Our job 

was to walk through each mapsite 

with the aerial and colored pencils and 

construct a geologic map on top of the 

photo. These maps were expected to 

be standard geologic style maps that 

relayed information pertaining to 

strike and dip, relative dating of 

strata, location of stratigraphic 

boundaries, any faults present, and all 

other relative data, such as this one of 

Dinosaur National Monument. 

To construct these maps, very accu-

rate and detailed measurements of 

the mapsite must be taken with a 

variety of instruments, the least of 

which being a Brunton compass. 

Equally important, all measurements, 

interpretation, thoughts, insights, and 

things of the like must be meticulously 

recorded in your fieldbook for later 

inspection and grading. In the field you 

will find yourself carrying quite the 

load.  

 

You will need to have on your person 

at all times: Pencils (colored and 

otherwise), a topographic map, an 

aerial photo on a large map-board, a 

ruler, a protractor, a compass, a field 

book, a rock hammer, a hand lens, 3-5 

liters of water, and most importantly, 

comfortable boots. If done properly, 

you will look something like this. 

The first campsite in Colorado, much 

like the rest, offered beautiful views of 

rugged nature. Our tents were set on 

the edge of a field in a valley and 

every morning we were greeted by 

groups of deer numbering in the twen-

ties. The weather was beautiful as 

well. Our average daytime tempera-

ture was around 65-70 degrees, while 

our colleagues back in Texas enjoyed a 

week of 100+ degree temperatures 

and 85% humidity. Not a bad place to 

escape the heat. 

 

The true saviors of the trip were, of 

course, the camp cooks. They did their 

job well and without complaint of 

snowy, rainy, or windy conditions. You 

burn many calories throughout the 

day hiking mountains, and itõs nice to 

come back to a well prepared meal. 

Each campsite was unique. We usually 

spent 5 to 6 days at a camp before we 

had a night in town at a hotel to sleep 

in a real bed, wash filthy clothes, and 

have a cold drink. The camping experi-

enced was unrivalled. òQó Creek 

Ranch, our last site in Wyoming. The 

ranch was 360,000 acres, and we 

were in the middle of it. The closest 

town was an hour and a half away in 

Medicine Bow, WY. It is one of the 

darkest places at night according to 

Student Perspectives from Field Courses 
NOAA. Here was untouched wilderness 

at its best.  

 

The staff proved extremely knowl-

edgeable in their respective fields of 

study. Each van was driven by a TA 

who would also accompany us into the 

field daily. They were there to answer 

questions and provide council on 

geologic processes that may have 

been present at the site. As the camp 

progressed, the mapsites became 

more structurally difficult to interpret 

and the TAõs offered less and less 

help. This progression from sage-like 

advice to cryptic shoulder shrugging 

was, admittedly, helpful. They took us 

on side trips to see things of interest 

in the area such as the òNewspaper 

Rockó petroglyphs in Utah. 

Aside from the academic aspects of 

the trip were the people. Everyone on 

the trip was, at the very least, toler-

able and at best, a close friend. People 

from all over came together and 

camped out for over a month in tents 

out in the wilderness. This is a rare 

pleasure in life.  

 

I would recommend this field camp to 

all seeking a Geology degree. Ryan 

Lewis took top honors upon comple-

tion. No easy task, as he was compet-

ing with me.  


