
 

Hebert has asked the program to start 

thinking seriously about a Masters in 

Geology. Here we see ourselves going 

for a set of niches within the general 

field of  Petroleum Geology ð possibly 

micropaleontology and low tempera-

ture (mud rock) geochemistry. 

 

For both programs to develop we will 

need more space and more people. So, 

while we are desperate to do more, to 

grow and expand, and to improve the 

overall quality of our programs we are 

largely marking time at the moment. 

Sometime soon, perhaps, the brakes 

will come off and then you will need to 

hold on to your hats because Geogra-

phy and Geology are poised for a 

considerable renaissanceé 

 

Chris Baldwin 
baldwin@shsu.edu 

Living in interesting timesé  

 

From the point of view of the Depart-

ment of Geography and Geology these 

are both interesting times (may you, 

too, live in them) and slightly frustrat-

ing times. Interesting because we now 

have a small cadre of new young fac-

ulty who bring to the department fresh 

ideas and lots of infectious energy for 

teaching and for  research. Their 

presence serves to reinvigorate all of 

us. But with this reinvigoration comes 

a certain level of frustration ð par-

ticularly in the area of new faculty 

appointments. The newly approved 

Geospatial Masters Program needs 

new staff if is to be something other 

than a cobbled-together approxima-

tion for a real program. We need more 

social geographers to expand upon the 

solid base that we have at the present 

ð we need to offer more specialized 

GIS and Remote sensing courses as 

components of the Masters program 

but we also need to diversify and make 

a tad more interesting (sexy?) some 

of our middle and upper level human 

geography courses. For example there 

is talk of courses focused on such 

relevant topics as terrorism and also 

trans-border issues and just re-

cently members of the Geography 

faculty have begun to think about 

expansion of our course offerings in 

the general field of meteorology and 

climate studies, perhaps allied with 

Public Communication with the ulti-

mate aim of training such people as TV 

òWeather Communicatorsó [my term!]  

ð all the very stuff of a modern, rele-

vant and connected Geography pro-

gram. 

 

There are similar but slightly different 

pressures in the Geology program 

which now has over fifty majors. Col-

lege of Arts and Sciences Dean Jamie 
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New Faculty: Dr. Joe Hill 

Message from the Interim Chair 

of Pennsylvania, investigating the 

detailed structure and metamorphism 

of the metamorphic core of the north-

ern Appalachians. Dr. Hill is looking 

forward to learning about the struc-

ture and evolution of the Llano region 

of central Texas. 

 

Dr. Hill will be teaching introductory  

the structural and thermo-tectonic 

evolution of mountain belts. His spe-

cialty is medium- to high-grade meta-

morphic terranes, especially in Pre-

cambrian rocks. He has worked in the 

southern and northern Appalachians, 

Black Hills of South Dakota, and Wind 

River range, Wyoming. Dr. Hill is cur-

rently working in the piedmont region 

classes in Physical and Historical 

Geology and upper division courses in 

Structural Geology, Tectonics, and the 

Geology of North America. He is also 

planning to develop a freshman-

sophomore level introductory field 

methods course and upper division 

field course. 
 

geojoe@shsu.edu 
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Sam Houston State University 

Department of Geography & 

Geology 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. 

Joseph Hill joined the department in 

the fall semester 2008. Dr. Hill re-

ceived his B.S. and M.S. degrees from 

the University of Tennessee-Knoxville 

and his Ph.D. from the University of 

Missouri-Columbia. 

 

Dr. Hillõs research is concerned with  



The Geography Program has kicked off 

a new course entitled òGeo-spatial 

Technology (Geography 364) which 

integrates computer mapping, GPS, 

interactive web applications, imagery, 

cell phone technology and vehicle 

navigation systems. The 300 level 

class is designed to be a fun and 

interesting introduction to the power-

ful geo-spatial technologies which are 

transforming our lives. As part of an 

innovative approach to this material, 

the instructor (Dr. Mark Leipnik) is 

providing each of the students in the 

class a Tom Tom 130 vehicle naviga-

tion system (shown below) for their 

use over the course of the semester. 

An on-going part of the pre-existing 

Field studies course (geography 433) 

has been to give students access to 

GPS units for their use over the se-

mester and this provision of vehicle 

navigation systems in this new course 

is an extension of that concept. The 

class will be mapping their travels and 

using GIS to look at the same data 

(from Teleatlas) that is stored in their 

nav. system. In particular, errors and 

issues with the data will be explored. 

Dr, Leipnik is also working with the 

admissions office which uses nav. 

systems to build data on errors and 

omissions in nav. system data sets 

and compare the accuracy of differing 

nav. systems from Tom Tom and Gar-

min.  
 

geo_mrl@shsu.edu 

between geography and tourism 

through issues of tourism supply and 

demand, types of tourism, tourism 

resources, the development of tour-

ism, and the effects of tourism.  These 

concepts will then be explored in the 

context of tourism destinations locally 

and internationally.    
 
For more information, contact Dr. 

Nelson (vnelson@shsu.edu).  

GEOGRAPHY 332: Tourism Geogra-

phyñThe geography of tourism exam-

ines a wide range of topics intended to 

help us understand the movement of 

tourists and tourist dollars, the posi-

tive and negative effects of tourism on 

communities and environments, the 

promotion of tourism, the experience 

of tourism, and the ways in which we 

know our world through tourism.  This 

course will examine the relationship 

tive and renewable energy sources 

will also be evaluated. The course 

format will include a number of case 

studies throughout, each intended to 

link the topic of discussion to real 

world considerations and local inter-

ests. Specific topics will include such 

things as plate tectonics and energy 

resources, fossil fuels, nuclear en-

ergy, renewable energy resources, 

and our energy future.  

 

For more information, contact Dr. 

Degenhardt (degenhardt@shsu.edu).  

GEOGRAPHY 475: Geospatial Analy-

sisñThis course will introduce stu-

dents the fundamental knowledge and 

techniques for the visualization and 

analysis of different types of spatial 

data. Students will learn the spatial 

analysis capabilities provided by Ar-

cGIS through ArcToolbox and Spatial 

Analysis extension. Applications of 

spatial analysis techniques in a variety 

of fields such as planning, marketing, 

health, criminal justice will be dis-

cussed using  case studies with real 

world examples. As a great com-

New Courses for Spring 2009 

GEOLOGY 335: Energy and Environ-

mental Impact (MWF 9-9:50am)ñ

The course focuses on geologic en-

ergy resources, use, and environ-

mental impact. The case will be made 

for the link between population 

growth, industrialization, and the 

critical need for developing existing 

energy resources as well as develop-

ing strategies for new energy sources 

and energy conservation. The impact 

of energy development and exploita-

tion on the health of the ecosphere 

will be stressed throughout. Alterna-

GEO 364: Geo-Spatial Technology 
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plement to our existing GeoTech 

classes, this course will better pre-

pare students for the increasingly 

competitive market. 

 

For more information, contact Dr. 

Gong (gxg002@shsu.edu).  



Sam Houston Association of Geol-

ogy Students (SHAGS)ñSHAGS has a 

number of activities planned for the 

fall semester including: 

 

October 25thñHouston Museum 

of Natural Science trip 

 

November 14thñFossil hunting 

trip 

 

November 21st-23rdñLlano 

Region field trip in conjunction 

with Dr. Hillõs Geology of North 

America class.  We will be camp-

ing at Inks Lake State Park and 

touring the region observing a 

variety of Proterozoic igneous 

and metamorphic outcrops. 

 

December 12thñFall banquet 

(check third floor bulletin boards 

or contact the department for 

more information). 

 

If you are interested in participating in 

any of these activities or getting in-

volved, contact Dr. Cooper, SHAGS 

faculty advisor, for more information 

(bjcooper@shsu.edu). 

Melissa Stroda (PEERS Scholar-

ship, Barron Scholarship Award, 

Robert & Mable Richard Endow-

ment) 

 

Leah Stump (Excellence in 

Writing Award for òMaldives: A 

Fragile Developmentó paper 

written in GEO 437: Population 

Geography) 

 

Phillip Teissier (Scott Scholar-

ship Award, Robert & Mable 

Richard Endowment) 

 

David Thompson (Holder Schol-

arship Award, Robert & Mable 

Richard Endowment) 

 

William Yarbrough (Williams 

Scholarship Award, Robert & 

Mable Richard Endowment & 

2008 Award for Excellence of 

Scholarship, National Council for 

Geograp h ic  E d uca t i on /

Association of American Geogra-

phers 

The following students received 

awards for geography and geology 

during the 2007-8 academic year: 

 

Reyna De La Cruz (Sam Hous-

ton Association of Geology Stu-

dents Scholarship) 

 

Jak Kearns (Sam Houston 

Association of Geology Students 

Scholarship) 

 

Libbey Kutch (Teaching Assis-

tantship, Department of Geogra-

phy, University of North Texas) 

 

Molly Mayer (Cannan Geological 

Scholarship, Houston Geological 

Society Undergraduate Scholar-

ship & Houston Geological Soci-

ety Outstanding Geology Student 

Award) 

 

James Scott (PEERS Scholar-

ship) 

 

Holly Stover (PEERS Scholar-

ship & Golden Key International 

Honor Society) 

2007-8 Student Scholarships and Awards 

and there will be flyers on the third 

floor bulletin boards.   

 

One of the key topics to be addressed 

at this initial meeting will be Gamma 

Theta Upsilon, the nationally recog-

nized geography honorary society.  

Membership in this society looks good 

on resumes and job applications.  The 

eligibility requirements for this soci-

ety will be explained at the meeting.  If 

you are interested in getting involved 

in Gosh and/or Gamma Theta Upsilon, 

contact Dr. Strait for more informa-

tion (jbs008@shsu.edu).  

Geographers of Sam Houston 

(GOSH)ñDr. Strait has been ap-

pointed the faculty advisor for (GOSH), 

the student organization for geogra-

phy majors and minors, as well as 

other interested students.  In recent 

years, GOSH has not been an active 

organization, a trend which Dr. Strait 

intends to change.  He will schedule a 

meeting sometime in November, and 

anyone interested in joining the or-

ganization should plan on attending.  

Once a meeting date and time is de-

termined, there will be announce-

ments made in all geography classes, 

Student Organizations 
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Top: Geology award recipients (from left to right) Jak Kearns, Molly 

Mayer, and Reyna De La Cruz.  Bottom:  Geography award recipients 

David Thompson (left) and William Yarbrough (right) 



The Mississippi DeltañAt the begin-

ning of the summer, Dr. Strait and Dr. 

Tiller took 15 students on the annual 

pilgrimage to the Mississippi Delta.  

This year they were accompanied by 

Kay Williams, author and writer for the 

LA Times, who was on assignment 

writing a story on the heritage of the 

Delta. The group left Huntsville on a 

Sunday morning and travelled to Mem-

phis, TN, where they spent 2 ½ days 

experiencing the sights, smells and 

tastes of the Birthplace of RockõNõRoll.  

They then ventured south, deeper into 

the Delta, where they investigated the 

home of the òDelta Bluesó ð visiting 

Tunica, Clarksdale, Mound Bayou, 

Cleveland, Greenwood and other com-

munities in Mississippi. 

 

During the trip, the group traveled to 

several sites important to the cultural 

geography of music ð including legen-

dary Beal Street, Soulsville (the 

neighborhood surrounding the Stax 

Museum of American Soul Music), Sun 

Studios, the Memphis RockõNõSoul 

Museum, the National Museum of Civil 

Rights at the Lorraine Motel, Club 

Ebony, and the Delta Blues Museum.  

They also visited and had lunch at 

Dockery Plantation ð the site many 

blues historians (including B.B. King 

himself) consider to be the birthplace 

of Blues.  In addition, they paid their 

respects to the other King at Grace-

land (Dr. Straitõs òMeccaó of American 

Culture).   Perhaps the highlight of the 

trip was a visit to PoõMonkeyõs Lounge, 

which may very well represent one of 

the last remaining rural òjuke joints.ó 

The 1-credit course will be offered 

again in the spring or summer ð it will 

entitled Race, Blues and RockõNõRoll: A 
Field Experience.  Any students inter-

ested should contact Dr. Strait 

(jbs008@shsu.edu).  

to one of the memorials to the victims 

of this terrible period in Cambodian 

history. 

 

In addition to the cultural sites in both 

countries, the group visited Khao Sok, 

the oldest rainforest in the world.  

Nature, being what it is (i.e. natural) 

they had some unfortunate encoun-

ters with leeches while in the rainfor-

est, but survived to continue their trip!  

Incredibly, they learned that leeches 

are actually a sign of a healthy rain-

forest. 

 

At a ômonkeyõ schoolõ in Thailand, the 

students watched monkey trainers 

teach monkeys how to harvest coco-

nuts from trees and ride a motorcycle 

to work ð literally.  (They donõt drive, 

they just stand on the seat behind the 

driver.)  They also hand fed free-

roaming monkeys, went sea kayaking 

among giant rock pillars in the Anda-

man Sea, snorkeling on a coral reef, 

Thailand & CambodiañThis summer, 

Dr. Gillespie took 14 students to Thai-

land and Cambodia on a month-long 

trip worth 3 hours of geography 

credit.  While in Thailand, the students 

traveled throughout much of the coun-

try, from the coasts of southern Thai-

land to the mountains of the north.  

While in Bangkok, the capital city, the 

students visited the Grand Palace, 

Temple of the Emerald Buddha, and 

Temple of the Reclining Buddha.  In 

Central Thailand, they visited the ruins 

of the ancient city of Sukhothai, which 

is more than 500 years old. 

 

The students also traveled to Cambo-

dia to see the ancient temple complex 

of Ankor Wat, the largest Buddhist 

Temple complex in the world.  The 

temple site was built from the 9th 

through the 15th centuries in the heart 

of the Cambodian rainforest.  Their 

tour guide, who survived the infamous 

òKilling Fields of Cambodiaó took them 

and hiking in the mountains of north-

ern Thailand to see how the hill tribe 

people live their lives.  They hiked and 

rafted through caves, went swimming 

in a pool at the base of a waterfall that 

was full of fish, visited family fruit 

farms, rode elephants through the 

forest and went white water rafting.  

They stayed in luxury hotels, family 

homes, sleeper trains, and an oyster 

farm built on stilts in the ocean.  While 

at an overnight home stay along ca-

nals, they floated down the waterways 

and watched fireflies light up the 

trees.  In the day, they saw giant 6-

foot monitor lizards swimming the 

same waterways. 

 

Dr. Gillespie is hoping to lead another 

trip in 2010 and is considering differ-

ent destinations ð possibly Costa Rica, 

Egypt or Europe. Any students inter-

es ted shou ld  contac t  h im 

(marcusg@shsu.edu).  

Summer Field Studies Courses 
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Students with local blues musician and historian Bill Abel at Mississippi Delta 

Center for Culture and Learning at Delta State University (Cleveland, MS).  

Top: Students in front of the giant guardi-

ans at the Temple of the Emerald Buddha 

in Bangkok.  Bottom: Angkor Wat in Cam-

bodia. 


