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Message from the Interim Chair

Living in i nt ecompsnerntsnof the Masiers pFteperh has asked the program to start
but we also need to diversify attimkiiee seriously about a Masters in
From the point of view of the Bepartmore interesting (sexy?)Gsoingy. Here we see ourselves goir
ment of Geography and Geolagfyateseiddle and upper levelfbwmaet of niches within the general

+  Meet new Geology facul e poth_ interesting times (ma_geggm,phy courses. For exampile_lnhefePetroleum Gyubsgiply
. t0o, live in them) and slightly fiastedk- of courses focused ommiwopaleontology and low tempera-

Dr. Joe Hil ing times. Interesting because nekevant topicéeamrisnand also ture (mud rock) geochemistry.

%+ Learn about new coursehave a small cadre of new youran&order issueend just re-

ulty who bring to the departmegefifdghmembers of the Geofrapbgth programs to develop we will
ideas and lots of infectious enéagylfgr have begun to think naledumore space and more people. S
*  Congratulations to our teaching and for research. eXpaitsion of our course offenmbieine are desperate to do more, tc
student award winners Presence serves to reinvigoratthalgeheral fielerboro/ogynd grow and expand, and to improve the
us. But with this reinvigoration afonage studigserhaps allied witverall quality of our programs we are
*  Getout of the classroona certain level of fruségtmm Public Communication with thergely marking time at the moment.
with field class, camps aticblarly in the area of new faratlyaim of training such peop&oaeiivie soon, perhaps, the brakes
study abroad experience@ppointments. The newly agpiie@d t her Co mmuwilicame ofandstiien youwill neee tr
Geospatial Masters Programdaé#atie very stuff of a modernhoklesn to your hats because Geogra
* Read about visiting schakew staff if is to be somethingatheand connected Geographllypend Geology are poised for a

Inside this Issue:

offerings

ars to the department than a cobléarether approxingram. considerable rena
tion for a real program. We need more
*  See what the faculty havg,qia| geographers to expand dpemetere similar but slightly different Chris Baldwin
been up to solid base that we have at the pmessntes in the Geology program baldwin@shsu.edu

dwe need to offer more specigtioednow has over fifty majors. Col-
GIS and Remote sensing couesgsoirts and Sciences Dean Jamie

New Faculty: Dr. Joe Hill

We are pleased to announcethigatsPuctural and tHeotomic of Pennsylvania, investigatiragjasses in Physical and Historical
Joseph Hill joined the departevattition of mountain belts. Higtaped structure and metamog@utgy and upper division courses i
the fall semester 2008. Dr. Hdillliyeis meditovhighrade meta-of the metamorphic core of theStorttaral Geology, Tectonics, and th
ceived his B.S. and M.S. degreespfimterranes, especially iarPrappalachians. Dr. Hill is GeMogy of North America. He is als
the University of TeAdpegeilecambrian rocks. He has workefdiwahe to learning about the [@ainoing to develop a freshman
and his Ph.D. from the Univemitherh and northern Appaldahngaasd evolution of the Llancsophimmore level introductory field

Missot@iolumbia. Black Hills of South Dakota, awitc&vimal Texas. methods course and upper division
River range, Wyoming. Dr. Hill is cur- field course.
Dr . Hi Il | 8ds r e gentlyworking indhe piesimant®edibihevil bevieiadhihg introductory

geojoe @shsu.edu
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GEO 364: Geatial Technology

The Geography Program has Wiclseedh to give students access
a new ¢ o0 urspatal GPS unitg for ¢hdir use Gwenthe se
Technology (Geography 364megtahand this provision of vehicl
integrates computer mappingpa@g&ijon systems in this new cour:
interactive web applications, insagargxtension of that concept. Tt
cell phone technology and okisElill be mapping their travels ar
navigation systems. The 30@QslagelGIS to look at the same dal
class is designed to be a fufroamdeleatlas) that is stored in thei
interesting introduction to the pawesystem. In particular, errors an
s ful gespatial technologies whicksares with the data will be explore
75.7* 9:01* w.mEll transforming our lives. As parDof keipnik is also working with th
1:01™ 10:02= 43" innovative approach to this matieniakions office which uses na
Bridge Street the instructor (Dr. Mark Leipsigtams to build data on errors an
romrom providing each of the studentoimighi®ons in nav. system data set
class a Tom Tom 130 vehicleandwigaipare the accuracy of differir
tion system (shown below) fonathegystems from Tom Tom and G
use over the course of the semméster.
An oegoing part of theexisting
Field studies course (geography 433) geo_mri@shsu.edu

New Courses for Spring 2009

GEOLOGY 335: Energy and Hiver@nd renewable energy sGGrcesRAPHY 475: Geospatighlément to our existing GeoTech
mental Impact (MWEGanT) will also be evaluated. The wetiféés course will introduceckstsses, this course will better pre-
The course focuses on geoldgicnahwill include a number afecésehe fundamental knowlepdgee astidents for the increasingly
ergy resources, use, and erstirdies throughout, each inteneeldhigues for the visualizatimonapetitive market.

mental impact. The case will Bmkntue topic of discussion tanedgsis of different types of spatial

for the link between popuVatideh considerations and locatlatéerStudents will learn the Bpatiadore information, contact Dr.
growth, industrialization, aneéstheSpecific topics will includenalyslis capabilities provided Ggngg002 @shsu.edu

critical need for developing existigyas plate tectonics and eB&sgthrough ArcToolbox and Spatial

energy resources as well as dmssapees, fossil fuels, nucleamagsis extension. Applications of

ing strategies for new energy sagncesenewable energy resayaisl analysis techniques in a variety

and energy conservation. Theaimdpagtenergy future. of fields such as planning, marketing,

of energy development and exploita- health, criminal justice will be dis-

tion on the health of the ecobphemore information, contacusded usiogse studies with real

will be stressed throughout. Allegerhad#denhardt@shsu.edworld examples. As a great com-

GEOGRAPHY 332: Tourism (between geography and tourism
phy’The geography of tourism #sxauogh issues of tourism supply and

ines a wide range of topics intedetednd, types of tourism, T I——
help us understand the movenespuafes, the development
tourists and tourist dollars, thdéspmsand the effects of touris
tive and negative effects of toucisnecepts will then be explore

promotion of tourism, the expeamneriogernationally.
of tourism, and the ways in which we
know our world through tourisrRorThi®re information, conta
course will examine the relatidaktprelson@shgu.edu
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Student Organizations

Sam Houston Association of Gednhg at Inks Lake State Park amwgraphers of Sam Hoantbithere will be flyers on the thirc
ogy Students (SHYSHAGS has a touring the region observing @OSiDr. Strait has been flapr bulletin boards.

number of activities planned for thariety dProterozoic igneouspointed the faculty advisor for (GOSH),

fall semester including: and metamorphic outcrops. the student organization for Gemgod-the key topics to be address

phy majors and minors, as adhigsnitial meeting will be Gamm
October Fottouston Musewm December ARl banquet other interested students. InTtetant)psilon, the nationally reco

of Natural Science trip (check third floor bulletin boasd=ars, GOSH has not been aizeattigeography honorary society

or contact the department forganization, a trend which DvleBttmatship in this society looks go
November fiBdissil hunting more information). intends to change. He will sahedegeimes and job applications. T
trip meeting sometime in Novemdlagibaityd requirements for this soci-

If you are interested in participatigyone interested in joining etyewdli-be explained at the meeting.
November 2GxifiLlano any of these activities or gettinggamization should plan on ayndirg.interested in getting involve
Region field trip in conjuivetieed, contact Dr. Cooper, SKIWGS a meeting date and tinre @osgle-and/or Gamma Theta Upsil

with Dr. Hi |fdcdty adviser,ofar ogre infosniatémied, t there will be anrommaet Dr. Strait for more informa-
America class. We will be (biapper@shgu.edu ments made in all geographyticlags898 @shsy.edu

20078 Student Scholarships and Awat

The following students reoeivédelissa Strq@EERS Scholar-
awards for geography and geolagdyp, Barron Scholarship Award
during the 280academic year: Robert & Mable Richard Endow
ment)
e Reyna De La (3am Hous-
ton Association of Geology Stleah Stum(Excellence in
dents Scholarship) Writing Award
Fragil e Devel o
e Jak KearngSam Houston written in GEO 437: Populatiol
Association of Geology Stude@sography)
Scholarship)
e Phillip Teiss{&cott Scholar-
o Libbey Kut¢heaching Assis- ship Award, Robert & Mable
tantship, Department of GeogrRichard Endowment)
phy, University of North Texas)
e David Thomp@éolder Schol-
e Molly May@&annan Geological arship Award, Robert & Mable
Scholarship, Houston GeologiBathard Endowment)
Society Undergraduate Scholar-
ship & Houston Geologicad Saglilliam Yarbroug@Williams
ety Outstanding Geology Stud&gcholarship Award, Robert &
Award) Mable Richard Endowment &
2008 Award for Excellence of
e James ScAlPEERS Scholar- Scholarship, National Council fo
ship) Geographic Education/
Association of American Geogra
TopGeology award recipients (from left to right) Jak KearnsHollylyStovdPEERS Scholar- phers
Mayer, and Reyna DeRattGmEZeography award recipients ship & Golden Key International
David Thom(isttyand William Yarl{raidh Honor Society)




Department of Geography & Geology Pagé
|
http://www.shsu.edu/~gel_geo/

Summer Field Studies Cours:

The Mississippi Atithe beginneighborhood surrounding the Ste
ning of the summer, Dr. Strait Bugdmn of American Soul Music), S
Tiller took 15 students on theSahrual i o0 s , t he Me
pilgrimage to the MississippiMbskkaim, the National Museum of C
This year they were accompaRigttbyat the Lorraine Motel, Clu
Kay Williams, author and writeEtoorige and the Delta Blues Musel
LA Times, who was on assifimeyeniso visited and had lunch
writing a story on the heritage@bckery Plantétite site many
Delta. The group left Huntsvillduea historians (including B.B. Ki
Sunday morning and travelled binhdeif)- consider todbethplace

phis, TN, where they spent 2d6f2Rlags. In addition, they paid the
experiencing the sights, smelisspects to the other King at Grace
tastes of the IBinrdt h(pDrac eStorfaiRo
They then ventured south, deepeltirdd. Perhaps the highlight of t
the Delta, where they investigatedithp was a vi si t
home of t dvisiting @hach nay veBs iwellgeprésent one
Tunica, Clarksdale, Mound tBlayowu,| ast remai ni
Cleveland, Greenwood and otfidreedmdit course will be offered
Students with local blues musician and historian Bill Abel ammgggslppg/ihst)sel tsélppl' 233{;;?? s:?ptlng cg}sfhgwél'ﬂir Py

Center for Culture and Learning at Delta State University (Cleﬂﬁ}ﬁﬂ;dt%sc}ip the group travélitotéExperierfosy students inter-
several sites important to the astechl should contact Dr. Strait

geography of musituding legeriibs008 @shsy.edu
dary Beal StreSgu/svillghe

Thailand & CamfiThis summetp one of the memorials to the actitm&ing in the mountains of north-
Dr. Gillespie took 14 studentsadb thlsaiterrible period in Cambodi@hailand to see how the hill tribe
land and Cambodia on-langhohistory. people live their lives. They hiked and
trip worth 3 hours of geography rafted through caves, went swimming
credit. While in Thailand, the stuadditson to the cultural sitesimdgibol at the base of a waterfall that
traveled throughout much of thearouries, the group visited KhaasSak| of fish, visited family fruit
try, from the coasts of southerth&haldest rainforest in the Vaoritk, rode elephants through the
land to the mountains of the Nwmdrte, being what it is (i.e. Matestland went white water rafting.
While in Bangkok, the capital @tigy thad some unfortunate ehoewynstayed in luxury hotels, family
students visited the Grand Ramedth leeches while in the fadmf@s, sleeper trains, and an oyster
Temple of the Emerald Buddést, lautdsurvived to continue th&rmriplilt on stilts in the ocean. While
Temple of the Reclining Buddizredibly, they learned that lae@mesvernight home stay along ca-
Central Thailand, they visited theeraictsially a sign of a healthyatsjrthey floated down the waterways

of the ancient city of Sukhothaiprekich and watched fireflies light up the
is more than 500 years old. trees. In the day, they saw giant 6
At a O6monkeyd fostcntowitor!lifards swimmingathd a n d, t he

The students also traveled to &addus watched monkey tsansgsvaterways.

dia to see the ancient temple ¢eagblexonkeys how to harvest coco-

of Ankor Wat, the largest Buddthisom trees and ride a mot@rcyG#espie is hoping to lead another

Temple complex in the worldo widi&!l i t er al | y . trip if 20h0Oeapd iscconsideting diffieri v e ,

temple site was built frofi thbe just stand on the seat beleintdistinatidpessibly Costa Rica,

through th& dénturies in the hedriver.) They also hand -fedEgget or Europe. Any studentspiterents in front of the giant guardi
of the Cambodian rainforest. ro@itvéirg monkeys, went sea kaybkihg should contact ahinat the Temple of the Emerald Bud
tour guide, who survived the irdamagsgiant rock pillars in thgmardasg@shgu.edu in BangkdottomAngkor Wat in Cam-
O0Killing Fiel dmsan %eh, srorkelirny odd arédl reefp ok t hem bodia.



