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Proposal for Directed Study Undertaken with Dr. Lee Bebout

Spring 2008

Rationale for Directed Study:

This directed study proposal comes from my desire to read more Mexican-American literature. While I try to approach the study of Mexican-American literature on my own, I feel that I am often at a loss in direction and understanding regarding the movements and social issues that influence and mold the creative minds behind the pieces that I read. In taking the directed study with Dr. Bebout, I am confident that I will be able not only to approach seminal texts that I would not have been exposed to otherwise but also to see them as they are informed by secondary readings proposed by Dr. Bebout. In addition to guiding me through my study of Mexican-American literature, the course will allow me to develop a familiarity with one of the fields that I hope to study in subsequent doctoral work. 

Course Objectives:

· Explore the development of the Mexican-American literary tradition within its historical contexts. 

· Foster an understanding of how Mexican-American literature and experiences intersect with diverse aspects of U.S. history and literature.

· Investigate themes and issues addressed throughout Mexican-American literature.

Course Description:

Mexican Americans have had a long history in what is now the United States. Throughout this time, Mexican Americans have developed a rich and varied literary tradition—ranging from border ballads and protest poetry to novels and journalistic exposés. This directed study provides a thorough introduction to Mexican-American literature within its historical and cultural contexts. The selected readings allow for an examination of the historical record, exploring the diverse experiences of this community across time. Moreover, the historical scope of this study will allow me to trace influences and themes throughout this literary tradition.

While not an exhaustive list, the key themes I will explore in this directed study are identity, community, citizenship, power relations, life in the borderlands, and the past. The following questions provide some points of entrance into the literature that I will read this semester: How have Mexican Americans been positioned and how have they positioned themselves in the United States? What is the relationship between literature and social struggle? How do race, class, gender, and sexuality impact identity formation?

The study will be guided by multiple benchmarks that will guide, prompt, and call for in-depth critical readings and responses to texts. My progress and success in the directed study will be assessed by the following means: 

Reading Responses:

These short papers (1-2 pages, single-spaced) provide the opportunity for me to respond to the readings throughout the semester. While the responses may be informal in tone, they must be analytical. Ideally, these papers will become the explorative space in which I can work through the themes and ideas that will culminate in the final project. I will submit ten reading responses throughout the semester, no more than one per week.

Teaching Presentation:

At an appointed time during the semester, I will make a formal presentation in the subject to an undergraduate class. After consulting with Dr. Bebout about a topic, I will devise a lesson plan for presentation to the class. It will be my responsibility to provide contextual information to the students, as well as generate discussion. 

Final Paper:

For the final project, I will write an extensive paper (twenty pages, double-spaced). As with the short papers, Dr. Bebout has asked that I clearly articulate my argument, integrate textual evidence, and organize the paper purposefully. However, the increased length of this paper requires two additional efforts. First, I must engage the work of other critics. (In order to aid in this, Dr. Bebout has assigned an annotated bibliography as a prerequisite step in the writing process.) Second, I must demonstrate a greater depth of analysis.

Semester Grading Rubric:

Reading Responses __________________________30%

Teaching Presentation ________________________20%

Proposal & Annotated Bibliography______________15%

Final Paper _________________________________35%

Required Texts:

María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don (Houston: Arte Público Press, [1885] 1997).

Américo Paredes, George Washington Gómez (Houston: Arte Público Press, 1990).

Oscar Zeta Acosta, The Revolt of the Cockroach People (New York: Vintage, [1973] 1989).

Gloria E. Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La frontera: The New Mestiza (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, [1987] 2007).

Ana Castillo, So Far From God New York: Norton, [1993] 2005.

 Luis Alberto Urrea, The Devil’s Highway: A True Story (New York: Little, Brown, 2004).

Weekly Schedule:

I will meet twice weekly with Dr. Bebout, according to the following schedule:


Week One: January 14th

TH: Introduction to Chicano/a literature and history. David J. Weber “’To Govern is to Populate’: The Peopling of Texas” & “The ‘Texas Game’ Again? Peopling California and New Mexico” from The Mexican Frontier.

Week Two: January 21st 

T: Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don, 55-126; Leonard Pitt, “The Northern Ranchos Decimated” from The Decline of the Californios.

TH: Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don, 127-197.

Week Three: January 28th 

T: Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don, 198-280.

TH: Ruiz de Burton, The Squatter and the Don, 281-348; José F. Aranda Jr. “Contradictory Impulses: María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, Resistance Theory, and the Politics of Chicano/a Studies” (JSTOR).


Week Four: February 4th 

T: “El Corrido del Gregorio Cortez”; Parades, With His Pistol in His Hand (excerpts).

TH: Paredes, George Washington Gómez, 9-105.

Week Five: February 11th 

T: Paredes, George Washington Gómez, 107-202.

TH: Paredes, George Washington Gómez, 203-302; Ramón Saldívar, “The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes's George Washington Gómez and Chicano Literature at the End of the Twentieth Century” (JSTOR); Héctor Pérez, “Voicing Resistance on the Border: A Reading of Américo Paredes's George Washington Gómez” (JSTOR).


Week Six: February 18th 

T: Burciaga, “Pachucos and the Taxicab Brigade;” Mazon, “The Sleepy Lagoon Case” & “The Zoot Suit Riots.”

TH: Valdez, The Shrunken Head of Pancho Villa.

Week Seven: February 25th 

T: Valdez, The Shrunken Head of Pancho Villa.

TH: Valdez, “The Militants” & “Los Dos Caras del Patroncito”; Beth Bagby & Luis Valdez, “El Teatro Campesino Interviews with Luis Valdez” (JSTOR).

Week Eight: March 3rd 

T: Gonzales, Yo Soy Joaquín; “El Plan Espiritual de Aztlán”; Muñoz, “The Militant Challenge” & “The Rise of the Chicano Student Movement and Chicano Power” from Youth, Identity, and Power.

TH: Protest music from Rolas de Aztlán, Yo Soy Chicano (film).

Week Nine: March 10th 

T: Spring Break

TH: Spring Break

Week Ten: March 17th 

T: Acosta, The Revolt of the Cockroach People, 1-104.

TH: Actosta, The Revolt of the Cockroach People; 105-197; Stavans, “The Bomb Explodes” & “Why Not, Hombre?” from Bandido.

Week Eleven: March 24th 

T: Acosta, The Revolt of the Cockroach People; 198-258; Mendoza, “Identity, Memory, and Self-Representation in el Movimiento” from Historia.

TH: Chicana (film).

Proposal and Annotated Bibliography Due

Week Twelve: March 31st 

T: Chicana feminist poetry & essays (to be determined).

TH: Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La frontera.


Week Thirteen: April 7th 

T: Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La frontera; Saldívar-Hull, “Reading Tejana, Reading Chicana” & “Mestiza Consciousness and Politics” from Feminism on the Border.

TH: Moraga, Heroes and Saints; Castillo, “The Watsonville Women’s Strike, 1986.”

Week Fourteen: April  14th 

T: Moraga, Heroes and Saints; Jorge Huerta, “Mystery or Miracle: Bodiless Heads and Conversations with the Dead” from  Chicano Drama.

TH: Castillo, So Far From God.

Week Fifteen: April 21st 

T: Castillo, So Far From God; Rodriguez, “Chicana/o Fiction from Resistance to Contestation”; Sirius and McGarry, “Rebellion and Tradition in Ana Castillo's So Far from God and Sylvia López-Medina's Cantora.”

TH: Castillo, So Far From God; Gómez-Vega,  “The Homoerotic Tease and Lesbian Identity in Ana Castillo's Work”; Perez, “Crossing Mythological Borders: Revisioning La Llorona in Contemporary Fiction.”

Week Sixteen: April 28th 

T: Urrea, The Devil’s Highway, xv-83. 

TH: Urrea, The Devil’s Highway, 84-161.

Week Seventeen: May 5th 

T: Urrea, The Devil’s Highway, 162-220.

TH: Urrea, The Devil’s Highway.

Week Eighteen: May 12th 

Final Paper Due

Final Remarks:

One of the primary objectives of the directed study is to allow me to develop a broader understanding of Mexican-American literature and the currents of thought that have influenced and still influence the development of the genre. With a strong historical and theoretical base, I hope to be able to develop an understanding that will, if not contribute to the current scholarship in the field, at least allow me to explore and research a topic that might guide my future academic studies. 

Unit One: Nineteenth Century—Conquest, Loss, & Resistance





Unit Two: Early Twentieth Century—The Mexican-American Era and the 


Trouble of the Hyphen





Unit Three: El Movimiento in the 1960s & 1970s—


Nationalism & Feminism, Rights & Resistance





Unit Four: The Post-Movement Era—New Visions, New Struggles








