COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2010
English 570: Studies in Multicultural Literature: 3 credit hours 

MEETING LOCATION: University Center in The Woodlands 

MEETING TIMES: Thursdays 6-8:50pm 

PROFESSOR: Dr. Linda Byrd Cook

OFFICE LOCATION: Evans 412   

PROFESSOR CONTACT INFORMATION:
Tel. # and Voice Mail: 294-1425

E-mail:  LindaCook@shsu.edu

Eng. Dept. Fax #: 936/294-1408

OFFICE HOURS: 
MW: 8:00-9:00am; 10:00-11:00am; 12:00-1:00pm






F: 8:00-9:00am; 10:00-11:00am

Others by appt. only 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In this course, students apply current theory and research to an analysis of the literatures of underrepresented groups, including but not limited to African Americans, Latinos/as, Chicanos/as, Caribbeans, Native Americans, and Asian Americans. The class, which will explore multicultural literatures by women within their historical and cultural contexts, may feature various critical approaches and pursue various thematic and aesthetic emphases.
Class will be conducted primarily as a combination of lecture and class/group discussion. Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions and presentations. 
A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed separately. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

***Learn to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view 

**Gain a broader understanding and appreciation of intellectual/cultural activity (music, science, 

literature, etc.)

**Gain factual knowledge (terminology, classification, methods, trends)

REQUIRED TEXTS: *It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the following texts at the beginning of 

        the semester.**

Allende, Isabel. The House of Spirits. 1982. New York: Dial P, 2005. ISBN: 0553383805.
Bakr, Salwa. The Wiles of Men and Other Stories. 1992. Austin: U of Texas P, 1993. ISBN: 0292708009.

Kingston, Maxine Hong. The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Childhood Among Ghosts. 1975. New York: Vintage,
1989. ISBN: 0679721886.
Morrison, Toni. A Mercy. New York: Vintage, 2009. ISBN: 0307276767.

Mukherjee, Bharati. Jasmine. 1989. New York: Grove P, 1999. ISBN: 0802136303.

Rifaat, Alifa. Distant View of a Minaret. 1983. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1987. ISBN: 0435909126.

Saadawi, Nawal El. Woman at Point Zero. New York: Zed Books, 1983. ISBN: 184277730.
Yamamoto, Hisaye. Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories. 1994. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP, 1998. ISBN: 

0813526078.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

The university stresses the importance of punctuality and regular attendance. All students are expected to attend every class, and attendance will definitely be taken into consideration in final computation of a student's course grade. Attendance will be recorded each class day, so a student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence BEFORE class time on that day (via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work with the student to make up any missed work. A student who misses more than THREE classes during the semester is in danger of failing the course.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:




GRADING SCALE:

Class Participation and Discussion List Postings 
          15%
90-100=A
Oral Presentations



          10%
80-89 =B
Annotated Bibliography



          10%
70-79 =C
Paper Proposal




 
5%
60-69 =D
Seminar Paper





25%
Below 60=F



      
Mid-Term Exam





20%


    

      

Final Exam





15%
CLASS PARTICIPATION: 

This category covers attendance and involvement in the class. “Involvement” means a range of participation from active discussion to intelligent questions to enthusiastic nods and thoughtful facial expressions. I strongly encourage each of you to contribute verbally to class discussions because I believe you learn much more that way. Also, the only foolproof way for me to tell that you are prepared for class is if you are an active contributor to discussions. But some people are more comfortable with discussion than others, and there are different ways of being an active class member.

DISCUSSION LIST POSTINGS:

As a means of generating class discussion, each student will post on BLACKBOARD at least three 250-word (one double-spaced page each) responses to selected weekly reading assignments. These will be scattered throughout the semester, and each student will sign up for the dates/readings he/she chooses. These responses must be posted by noon on the day of class so that the rest of the class has time to read and print out the response before class. These responses may be approached in several ways: as exploratory exercises, as a means of raising questions pertinent to the text, as a commentary on a theme or issue relevant to the text, etc. It is not necessary to respond to all of the week’s reading assignment; you can choose to focus on a particular chapter, character, etc., or even on one of the theoretical selections assigned. At least one of your responses must be to an assigned theoretical/critical piece. A sign-up sheet will be provided at the second class meeting. If you would like to sign up for this class meeting, let me know. I will only take four responses per class. 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS:
Each of you will choose a week to present on one of the literary works we will be reading. You will need to include in your 25-30-minute presentation some basic information about the ethnicity and culture of the writer. Your presentation should cover factual information about the author, culture, and historical background; however, an important component of your presentation is a discussion of the themes and theoretical issues raised in the text. Your presentation should end with a few discussion questions to pose to the class. If you plan to use any handouts in your presentation, these should be posted on BLACKBOARD (under “Course Documents”) by noon on the day of your presentation.  

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

In preparing for the oral presentation, of course, you will need to conduct some outside research. You will provide for the class an annotated bibliography of 12-15 sources. The bibliography should be posted on BLACKBOARD (under “Course Documents”) on the day of your presentation. Sources to include on your bibliography: scholarly studies of the author, studies of a specific work or works, interviews with the writer, studies relevant to the historical/cultural context that the writer addresses in her work, etc. Book reviews may NOT be included in the annotated bibliography. Consult MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers,7th edition for correct documentation style. 

Please e-mail me ASAP with the author/literary text/date on which you would like to present. Only two presentations will be given per week. 

PAPER PROPOSAL:

This two-page paper should outline the proposed topic for your final seminar paper. Include what primary text(s),  theoretical framework, approach, possible argument, etc. you plan to use. The proposal should list at least five sources you will be using (MLA format for listing). This list should include articles from scholarly, peer-reviewed journals and books; no book reviews or websites. You may access these via a number of databases including MLA Bibliography, ProjectMuse, JStor, etc. Be sure to start early in attempting to locate your needed sources since you may have to order items through inter-library loan. 
SEMINAR PAPER:

This 15-18-page paper should be a scholarly exercise, thoroughly researched and cogently written and argued. You may choose to focus on any one of the writers from this course. Your purpose will be to read a text (an outside work by your author—not one studied in class) in light of the literary theory and criticism we cover in class and then write a critical analysis of the book. The bibliography for this paper should list at least twenty sources, which may be a combination of works cited and works consulted. Please feel free to consult with me about your topic any time. MLA format, of course.

TURN-IT-IN.COM:
SEMINAR PAPER will be submitted to Dr. Cook through BLACKBOARD and also to Turnitin.com. Instructions will be provided in class. *No credit will be given for a paper that is not submitted to BOTH places.* 

**NOTE: You may choose to do the oral presentation, annotated bibliography, paper proposal, and final seminar paper as linked assignments, all on the same writer. Or, you may want to write your proposal and final seminar paper on a different author than the one on which you did your presentation and annotated bibliography. 
MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAM:
 

These comprehensive exams will have two objectives: 1) to give you a chance to synthesize material from the

course that has not engaged your research attention; and 2) to help you prepare for the departmental 

Comprehensive Exam. (You will thank me later; trust me.) These exams will be constructed in the following way:

short objective section to check reading (quotations)—15-20 minutes; one or two long essay questions in which 

you will focus on writers OTHER than your chosen one for your seminar paper. The essay question(s) will be 

broad and general. These exams will be taken during class time and written in a blue book/exam book.  
A student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence, i.e., emergency, BEFORE class time on exam day

(via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work 

with the student to make up the missed exam. 

SHSU WRITING CENTER:


Sam Houston State University Writing Center, located in Farrington 111, is open daily. Writing tutors will work 

with you one-on-one to help you generate a draft, organize a draft, or revise a draft of any assignment. You can 

just drop by to work with a tutor or call 936/294-3680 to schedule an appointment. 

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATIONS: 


All students will be asked to complete a course/instructor evaluation form toward the end of the semester. 

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT: 


1. Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the University. 

2. Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins. 

3. Students are prohibited from using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking in inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction. 

4. Absolutely NO LAPTOP computers will be allowed in class. 

5. Students should bring appropriate materials to class every day. The course packet and textbook or paperback novel should be with you at every class meeting.

6. Drinks (nonalcoholic) may be consumed during class. Snacking is also allowed if it does not distract other students or the professor.

7. Except in the rare case of an absolute emergency, leaving the classroom during class time is considered rude and inappropriate and will not be tolerated. Only when the professor dismisses class should students leave the room. In a special situation where a student needs to leave early on a particular day, he/she should discuss the matter with the professor BEFORE class.

8. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class. Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with University policy. 

For a complete copy of Student Guidelines, see:

http://www.shsu.edu/students/StudentGuidelines2007_2008.pdf
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: http://www.shsu.edu/administrative/faculty/sectionb.html#dishonesty
STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY: Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/documents/861001.pdf 
 STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY: It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Counseling Center . They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired. 

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Counseling Center and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Counseling Center . For a complete listing of the university policy, see: http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/811006.pdf 

 VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar's Office. 
COURSE OUTLINE: GENERAL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR SEMESTER’S ACTIVITIES

ENGLISH 570: Spring 2010
A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed separately. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

Jan 14: Intro to course

Jan 21: Maxine Hong Kingston

Chinese-American culture

Jan 28: Kingston

Feb 4: Isabel Allende


Peruvian/Chilean culture

Feb 11: Allende

Feb 18: Nawal El Saadawi


 Egyptian culture

Feb 25: Saadawi

March 4: Toni Morrison


   African-American culture

March 11: Morrison

March 18: SPRING BREAK

March 25: MID-TERM EXAM**

April 1: Salwa Bakr


Egyptian culture

April 8: Bakr

April 15: PAPER PROPOSAL DUE*

Bharati Mukherjee


  Indian culture

April 22: Mukherjee

April 29: Alifa Rifaat


  African culture

May 6: SEMINAR PAPER DUE**

Hisaye Yamamoto


Japanese-American culture

May 13: FINAL EXAM**
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