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COURSE SYLLABUS

English 585: THE AMERICAN RENAISSANCE (1800-1860): 3 credit hours

FALL 2005

Professor: Dr. Linda Byrd Cook

Office: Evans 412    Telephone and Voice Mail: 936/294-1425

e-mail: eng_ljb@shsu.edu
Class meets Tuesdays from 6-9 pm in room #351 of the Evans building. 

OFFICE HOURS: 


Monday and Wednesday: 9-11am; 1-2pm


Tuesday: 5-6pm


Friday: 9-11am

REQUIRED TEXTS:


Heath Anthology of American Literature, Vol. B


Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:

The purpose of the course is to read as widely as possible in this most significant period in our national literature. We will begin with the cultures of New England and cover Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau. Then we will focus on race, slavery, and the invention of the “South” with selections by Frederick Douglass, Caroline Hentz, and Harriet Jacobs. With the development of narrative, imaginative works by Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Herman Melville will be studied. The course will conclude with an examination of the poetry of Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson. 

GRADE DETERMINATION:

Seminar Paper:



35%


Oral Presentations:


15%


Mid-Term Examination:


25%


Final Examination:   


25%

SEMINAR PAPER: 

This should be a scholarly exercise, thoroughly researched and cogently written and argued. Please give me a short proposal (1 page) that outlines your main ideas no later than October 18th. Please feel free to consult with me about your topic any time. Length of final paper: 12-15 pages. MLA format, of course.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS:

This category covers attendance, involvement in the class, and oral reports. “Involvement” means a range of participation from active discussion to intelligent questions to enthusiastic nods and thoughtful facial expressions. I strongly encourage each of you to contribute verbally to class discussions because I believe you learn much more that way. Also, the only foolproof way for me to tell that you are prepared for class is if you are an active contributor to discussions. But some people are more comfortable with discussion than others, and there are different ways of being an active class member. 

Each of you will present two (or three) brief, informal, and informative report(s) on American Renaissance writers/texts not covered in the course readings. Reports should be about 15 minutes long; the objective is to provide the class with basic information, not to be exhaustive. Highlight for the class what you think are the most important or relevant points related to your author/text, focusing on his/her/its contribution to the American Renaissance. You should have read a sample of the work(s) and be able to draw comparisons/contrasts with selections studied in class.   

MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS:

These comprehensive exams will have two objectives: 1) to give you a chance to synthesize material from the course that has not engaged your research attention; and 2) to help you prepare for the departmental Comprehensive Exam. (You will thank me later; trust me.) These exams will be constructed in the following way: short objective section to check reading (quotations)—15-20 minutes; one or two long essay questions in which you will focus on writers OTHER than your chosen one for your seminar paper. The essay question(s) will be broad and general.  

ABSENCE POLICY:

The university stresses the importance of punctuality and regular attendance.  All students are expected to attend every class, and attendance will definitely be taken into consideration in final computation of a student's course grade.  
SHSU WRITING CENTER:

Sam Houston State University Writing Center, located in Wilson 114 (between the post office and Lee Drain buildings), is open on a daily basis during the long semester. Writing tutors will work with you one-on-one to help you generate a draft, organize a draft, or revise a draft of any assignment. You can just drop by to work with a tutor or call 936/294-3680 to schedule an appointment.  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:


All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above

reproach. Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials.

PLAGIARISM:

Plagiarism is defined as identifying someone else's words or ideas as if they were your own. This can range from submitting a paper written by someone else as if it were your own work, to copying words or sentences from someone else without putting them in quotation marks and properly citing the source. Plagiarism can also mean using someone else's ideas without acknowledging that person as the source. Plagiarism is considered a serious academic and legal offense in our culture. Penalties for plagiarism can range from a failing grade on the assignment to expulsion from the university. The course instructor can determine the penalties of failure for the assignment to failure of the course. The university disciplinary committee determines penalties of suspension or expulsion.

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT: 


Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally

disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the University. Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins. Students are prohibited from eating in class, using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking in inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class. Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with University policy. 

VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:


Unannounced visitors to class must present a current, official SHSU identification card to

be permitted in the classroom. They must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. If the visitor is not a registered student, it is at the instructor’s discretion whether or not the visitor will be allowed to remain in the classroom.

STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:

Sam Houston State University adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Students with disabilities should register with ADA Services, located in the Counseling Center, and confer with their instructor about appropriate accommodations in a timely manner.

STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY:

The Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose. The Code defines religious holy days as: “day[s] observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation. . . .” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence. University policy provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor. A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe a religious holy day shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day. The instructor will notify the student of a reasonable time frame in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed. 

