COURSE SYLLABUS

English 360W: Survey of American Literature, Beginning to 1865 

Professor: Dr. Linda Byrd Cook

Office: Evans 411   Telephone and Voice Mail: 294-1425

e-mail:  eng_ljb@shsu.edu
Class meets in Evans Room #417 Monday-Friday from 8-10 a.m.  

OFFICE HOURS:


Monday and Wednesday: 12-3


Tuesday and Thursday: by appointment 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

The American Tradition in Literature, Volume I


Packet for English 360W--Dr. Cook from Copy Time (1312 Sam Houston Ave.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course provides a survey of themes, genres, and authors in American literary history from the period of exploration and settlement through the American Renaissance and the Civil War.  Representative readings for the course include such major literary figures as Anne Bradstreet, Edward Taylor, Benjamin Franklin, Washington Irving, William Cullen Bryant, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Walt Whitman, along with several lesser known writers such as William Bradford, Mary Rowlandson, Sarah Kemble Knight, and Harriet Jacobs.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:


Mid-term Exam 

30%


Final Exam


30%

Paper



25%


Average of daily grades

15%

EXAMS:

There will be a two-hour mid-term exam and a two-hour final exam.  Both exams will be totally subjective (short answer and/or essay).  

PAPER:

You will choose a paper topic from the list provided in the course packet and write a 4-5 page paper (text must be a minimum of 4 pp. w/o Works Cited page) using at least two secondary sources and carefully following MLA format for documentation and Works Cited page.  The paper must be neatly typed and error-free and should comply with all MLA guidelines for spacing, etc.  See information provided in the course packet.  Once you choose a topic, you should immediately notify the professor as only one student per topic will be allowed.  Do NOT put this off until the week before the paper is due!  This project will require time, dedication, and preparation outside class.  No class time will be spent on this paper!  I expect an insightful discussion of your topic, so choose something that interests you.  This paper will count 25% of your final grade for the course.   

DAILY GRADES:

These grades may consist of quizzes (both announced and unannounced), questions over reading assignments and/or lecture notes, and credit for class preparation and participation.  There will be no make-up work for daily grades.  In the event of a student's absence on the day an announced daily grade is taken, a grade of zero will be recorded for that student.  Any student who has all his/her daily grades at the end of the semester may drop his/her lowest grade.  No grade will be dropped for anyone who misses a daily grade.  

ABSENCE POLICY:

The university stresses the importance of punctuality and regular attendance.  All students are expected to attend every class, and attendance will definitely be taken into consideration in final computation of a student's course grade.  A student who misses more than THREE classes during the semester is in danger of failing the course.  

PLAGIARISM:

Plagiarism is defined as identifying someone else's words or ideas as if they were your own.  This can range from submitting a paper written by someone else as if it were your own work, to copying words or sentences from someone else without putting them in quotation marks and properly citing the source.  Plagiarism can also mean using someone else's ideas without acknowledging that person as the source.  Plagiarism is considered a serious academic and legal offense in our culture.  Penalties for plagiarism can range from a failing grade on the assignment to expulsion from the university.  The course instructor can determine the penalties of failure for the assignment to failure of the course.  The university disciplinary committee determines penalties of suspension or expulsion.

WRITING-ENHANCED CREDIT:

This course is designated writing-enhanced.  According to Sam Houston State University, you must take at least six courses that carry the designation writing-enhanced.  The official definition of a writing-enhanced course is one in which 50% or more of the grade is based on written assignments.  In this course, more than 50% of your semester grade is based directly on your writing.  

SAM HOUSTON WRITING CENTER

This center, located in Wilson 114, is open from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  Writing tutors will work with you one-on-one to help you generate a draft, organize a draft, or revise a draft of any assignment.  Please drop by or all 936/294-3680 to schedule an appointment.  
STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:

Sam Houston State University adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities should register with ADA Services, located in the Counseling Center, and confer with their instructor about appropriate accommodations in a timely manner.

CLASS POLICIES:

1. Bring appropriate materials to class every day.  The course packet and textbook

or paperback novel should be with you at every class meeting.

2. All cellphones and pagers MUST be turned OFF during class.  No exceptions!  

3. Drinks (nonalcoholic) may be consumed during class.  Snacking is also allowed if it

does not distract other students or the professor.

4. Except in the rare case of an absolute emergency, leaving the classroom during class time is considered rude and inappropriate and will not be tolerated.  Only when class is dismissed by the professor should students leave the room.  In a special situation where a student needs to leave early on a particular day, he/she should discuss the matter with the professor BEFORE class.

5. Misconduct in this class will constitute the student's immediate dismissal from class.

All students are expected to demonstrate consideration and respect for all others, including the professor. 

