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LINDA BYRD COOK

Associate Professor of English

Department of English and Foreign Languages

Sam Houston State University

Evans Complex, Office #412

Huntsville, Texas  77341-2146

(936) 294-1425

E-mail: LindaCook@shsu.edu

EDUCATION


1998 Ph.D. in English, Texas A&M University.

Qualifying Examination: American Literature to 1900, British Literature to 1660, 20th Century American Literature, 20th Century British Literature, Critical Theory

1977 M.A. in English, Sam Houston State University.  


1976 B.A. with Teaching Certificate in English, magna cum laude, Sam Houston State University.

FIELDS OF EXPERTISE

American Literature to 1900, 20th Century American Literature, Women's Literature, Southern Literature, Feminist Theory, Women's Studies, Composition

PUBLICATIONS 

  BOOK (Monograph)
Dancing in the Flames: Spiritual Journey in the Novels of Lee Smith. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co., Inc. P, 


2009. 

  JOURNAL ARTICLES
“Censorship of ‘Literary Pornography.’” Academic Exchange Quarterly 13.3 (Fall 2009): Pages. 

“The Emergence of the Sacred Sexual Mother in Lee Smith's Oral History.” Southern Literary Journal 31.1 (Fall

1998): 119-42. 

“An Interview with Lee Smith.” Shenandoah: The Washington and Lee University Review 47.2 (Summer 1997): 


95-118.


“Maternal Influence and Children in Kate Chopin’s Short Fiction.” Domestic Goddesses, AKA Scribbling Women. 


Ed. Kim Wells. 1999. http://www.womenwriters.net/domesticgoddess/Byrd.htm.

“Pudd'nhead Wilson's Roxy as a Tragic Hero.” Conferences of College Teachers of English Studies 43 (1998): 



50-58.

“Reclamation of the Feminine Divine: ‘Experiencing the Spirit Directly’ in Lee Smith’s Novels.” Humanities in the

South 90 (2004): 28-42. 

“Reconciliation with the Great Mother Goddess in Lee Smith’s Saving Grace.” The Southern Quarterly 40.4 


(Summer 2002): 97-112.

“A Spiritual Journey: An Interview with Lee Smith.” The Southern Quarterly 47.1 (Fall 2009): Pages.
  ARTICLES IN COLLECTIONS

“The Emergence of the New Mother in Fiction by Southern Women Writers.” TR5: To Research,To Read, To 

Reason, To Write, To Report: An Introduction to Research Writing. Ed. Diane Dowdey, Barbara Jones, and Katie Pannell. Needham Heights, MA: Simon & Schuster, 1998. 303-308.

“Reclaiming My Self.” If Love Hurts . . Stories From Survivors of Abuse. Ed. Pamela VanderHeide, Linda 

Williamson, and Wendy van Diver. Santa Barbara, CA: Sea-Hill P, 2009. Pages.
 “The Reclamation of the Feminine Divine: ‘Walking in My Body Like a Queen’ in Lee Smith’s Fair and Tender

Ladies.” He Said, She Says: An RSVP to the Male Text. Ed. Mica Howe and Sarah Appleton Aguiar. Cranbury, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2001. 42-56.

“Toward Healing the Split: The Integration of Sexuality and Motherhood in Lee Smith's Fancy Strut and Black

Mountain Breakdown.” The World Is Our Home: Society and Culture in Contemporary Southern Writing. 

Ed. Jeffrey J. Folks and Nancy Summers Folks. Lexington: UP of Kentucky, 2000. 201-19.

  REVIEWS

Review, “Lee Smith's Saving Grace.” The Texas Review 18.1-2 (Spring/Summer 1997): 126-28.

Review, “Robert H. Brinkmeyer, Jr.’s Remapping Southern Literature.” The Texas Review 24.1-2

(Spring/Summer 2003): 128-29.

  ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES

“Lee Smith.” Literary Encyclopedia. Ed. Robert Clark. 2002. 


http://www.litencyc.com/php/speople.php?rec=true&UID=4119.   
CONFERENCE ACTIVITY

  PAPER PRESENTATIONS
“Atonement with the Goddess in Lee Smith.” Conference of the South Central Modern Languages Association 


(Memphis, TN Oct 1999).

“A Century of History as Revealed in Lee Smith’s Novels.” Southern Comparative Literature Association 


Conference (Columbia, SC Sept 2004).

“Divine Healing in Lee Smith’s The Devil’s Dream.” Southern Comparative Literature Association Conference 


(Austin, Sept 2003).

“The Divine Sexuality of Lee Smith’s Characters: Reconciliation with the Goddess.” Central New York

Conference on Language and Literature (Cortland, NY Oct 2003).

“’Enclosed in God’s Womb’ in Lee Smith’s Oral History.” Southern Humanities Council Conference (Hampton, VA 

March 1999).

“Fairy Religion in Lee Smith’s On Agate Hill.” South Central Modern Languages Association Conference (Baton 


Rouge Oct 2009).

**“Female Dominance in Marriage Relationships in Katherine Anne Porter's Short Fiction.” International 


Conference on the Short Story (New Orleans, June 1998).

**“Fenced In or Out? The ‘Impenetrable’ Wire Fence in Steinbeck’s ‘The Chrysanthemums.’” International 


Conference on the Short Story in English (Iowa City, IA Oct 2000).  

“’The Heart Never Stops Talking’: Writing to Survive in Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees.” Central New 


York Conference on Language and Literature (Cortland, NY Oct 2004).

“Images of Women in Music Videos.” Women’s History Month Conference (SHSU, March 2002).

“The Importance of Maternal Influence and Children in the Short Stories of Kate Chopin.”  “Women's Studies

Panel.” Southwest/Texas Popular Culture Association and American Culture Association Conference 

(Lubbock, TX Jan 1998).

“The Integration of Sexuality and Motherhood in the Novels of Lee Smith.” “Blood Ties Panel.” Crossing the

 Lines: A Conference on Contemporary Southern Women's Literature (Fayetteville, AR Oct 1997).

“Intertextuality between Two Tales of Indian Captivity.” Conference of College Teachers of English (Corpus

Christi, March 2006). 

**“Lee Smith’s Fair and Tender Ladies: From Pornographic Literature to Literary Junk Food.” Hawaii International 


Conference on Arts and Humanities (Honolulu, Jan 2009). 

“Lee Smith’s Revision of the American Hero’s Journey.” South Atlantic Modern Languages Association 


Conference (Atlanta, GA Nov 2007).

“’Looking-Glass Shame’ in the Short Stories of Virginia Woolf.” “British and American Modernism Panel.” 



Conference on Language and Literature (College Station, TX Oct 1994).

“The ‘Mother Tongue’ of Zora Neale Hurston.” “African/African-American Literature Panel.” South Central Modern 

Languages Association Conference (Dallas, TX Oct-Nov 1997).

“Notes on a Scandal: A Scandalously New Portrayal of Working Women.” South Central Modern Languages 


Association Conference (San Antonio, TX Nov 2008). 

  
“Patriarchal Assault: ‘Visions of Rape’ in Lee Smith’s Fancy Strut and Black Mountain Breakdown.” College

English Association Annual Conference (San Antonio, April 2006). 

**“’Praying Straight into the Wind’: The Circular Female Journey in Lee Smith’s The Last Girls.” Hawaii 

International Conference on Arts and Humanities (Honolulu, Jan 2007).

“The Preservation of Vanishing Appalachia in Lee Smith’s Fiction.” Southern Women Writers Conference (Mount 



Berry, GA Sept 2009).

“Pudd'nhead Wilson's Roxy as a Tragic Hero.” The Conference of College Teachers of English (San Antonio, 



April 1998).

“Reconciliation with the Feminine Divine in Lee Smith's Saving Grace.” “The Christ-Haunted South”: A 


Conference on Southern Religion, Social Practice, and Literature (Waco, TX Oct 1998).

“Re-Emergence of the Goddess in Lee Smith’s Oral History.” South Atlantic Modern Languages Association 

Conference (Charlotte, NC Nov 2006).

“The Road Less Traveled: Subverting the Heroic Quest.” College English Association Conference (St. Louis, MO

March 2008). 

**“’Selecting the Smoothest and Roundest’: Jackson’s Boys of Stone in ‘The Lottery.’” International Conference on 


the Short Story in English (New Orleans, July 2002).

“Sex and Salvation in the Novels of Lee Smith.” Popular Culture Association in the South/American Culture 


Association in the South Conference (Charlotte, NC Oct 2002).

“Singing Her Own Song/Telling Her Own Story.” South Central Modern Languages Association Conference

(Memphis, TN Nov 2007). 

**“Subversive Feminine Texts: Redefining the Feminine Experience.” Hawaii International Conference on Arts and 


Humanities (Honolulu, Jan 2005). 

“Toward Healing the Wound: ‘Figures A-Dancing in the Flames’ in Lee Smith’s The Devil’s Dream.” Writing on 


Masks: Women’s Lives in the South Conference (Macon, GA Oct 1999). 

“Toward Healing the Wound in Lee Smith’s Family Linen.” South Central Modern Language Association 


Conference (Hot Springs, AR Oct 2003).

“Troubled and Troubling: Katherine Anne Porter’s View of Marriage.” American Studies Association of Texas 


Annual Meeting (SHSU, Nov 2001).

“A View of Marriage and Divorce in Kate Chopin's At Fault.” Sixty-Second Annual Meeting of the Conference of 



College Teachers of English (South Padre Island, TX April 1997).

**“The Voice of the Mother in Zora Neale Hurston’s Dust Tracks on a Road.” National Association of African
American Studies International Conference (Cancún,MX Aug-Sep. 2001).

**“The Voice of the New Mother in Fiction by Contemporary Southern Women Writers.” Hawaii International 


Conference on Arts and Humanities (Honolulu, Jan 2003). 

“‘Walking in My Body Like a Queen’: Female Friendships in Lee Smith’s Fair and Tender Ladies.” Communities 


of Women Conference (Waco, TX Sept 1999).

**“Welty's Treatment of Motherhood in the Context of Other Contemporary Southern Women Writers.” 



“Motherhood/Daughterhood Panel.” Mississippi Home Ties: An International Eudora Welty Conference 



(Jackson, MS April 1997).

“The Wild Women of Lee Smith’s Fiction.” Southern Women Writers Conference (Rome, GA Sept 2007).

 “Women’s Literature.” Women in Educational Leadership Conference (SHSU, April 2001). 
“Zora Neale Hurston’s ‘Re-Vision’ of the African American Family in Their Eyes Were Watching God.” Popular 

Culture/American Culture in the South Conference (Nashville, Oct 2000).

PANELS CHAIRED
**“Dynamics in the Women’s Literature Class.” Society for the Study of American Women Writers First 

International Conference (San Antonio, Feb 2001).

“In Search of a Female Deity.” South Central Modern Languages Association (Memphis, TN Oct 1999).

“Literature and Sexuality.” Central New York Conference on Language and Literature (Cortland, NY Oct 2003).

“’The Power of the Pen’: Writing as Women’s Liberation.” Central New York Conference on Language and 


Literature (Cortland, NY Oct 2004).

 “Secrets: The Shocking Truth about Being Female in Academe.” Women’s Caucus of the SCMLA. South Central 


Modern Languages Association Conference (Baton Rouge Oct 2009).

**International Conferences
GUEST LECTURES
Discussion of Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior for Sigma Tau Delta Book Club (SHSU, Nov. 2000). 

“Flannery O'Connor's ‘Greenleaf,’” guest lecture for graduate course in American Literature (SHSU,April 1992).                                                                                                                 

“Lee Smith's Fair and Tender Ladies,” guest lecture at University Women Book Club meeting (SHSU,April 1997). 


“Lee Smith's Fiction,” guest lecture at Huntsville Book Club meeting, Oct. 1996.


“The Mystery of Flannery O'Connor,” guest lecture for graduate course in American Literature (SHSU, Nov. 1989).

“The Productive, Publishing Professional: Three P’s for Success,” presentation at teacher in-service for 

Cypress Fairbanks ISD (Cy-Fair ISD’s Instructional Resource Center, Nov. 1998).

HONORS


Awarded Faculty Development Leave for Research Fall 2008

Nominated for 1998 South Central College English Association Scholar-Teacher Award. 

Selected as Specialist Editor for Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature 2009
DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Active Recruitment of English Majors and Minors (1995-2004)

Chairperson for Thesis Committee for Graduate Students: 

Alice Marcom (S2005-S2006)



Corissa Bush (Sum 2005-S2006)

Ritu Raju (Sum2004-S2005)

Chairperson: Banquet and Breakfast Committee, Conference of College Teachers of English (SHSU, 

Feb-March 2002)

Committee to Develop Reading List and Write Question for Comprehensive Exams for Graduate

Student—20th Century American Fiction (F2000-F2001)

Committee to Develop Style Sheet for English 295 (SHSU, F1996-S1997)

Comprehensive Exam Committee for Graduate Students: 
Brandon Agostinelli (S2006)

Matt Davis (Sum2005)
Paula Khalaf (S2009)

Directed English 475—Independent Studies:

Contemporary American Women Writers (S2000) 

Contemporary Women’s Literature (S2006)

Gothic American Literature (S2005) 

Southern Women Writers (S2001, F2001, Sum2009)

Teaching Literature in the Secondary Schools (Sum2008)

Faculty Evaluation System Committee (S2001-S2002, F2005-S2006)

Fiction Editor/Reader for The Texas Review (F2002)

UIL Service:

Grader--SHSU campus (April 1993-2000)

Grader--Livingston High School (March 1999)

Director for Literary Criticism competition--SHSU campus (April 1999-2009)

Graduate Studies Committee (F2002-S2010)

Interview Committee for MLA Conferences: 
Philadelphia (F2006)

San Diego (F2004)

Personnel Committee (F2007)

Presenter at English and Foreign Languages Research Mini-Colloquium (SHSU, Feb 1999) 



Paper titled: “The Search for the Feminine Divine in Lee Smith’s Novels” 

Reading Committee for Applications:

English Education Position (F2001-S2002)

Fiction Writer Position (S2006)


Readings in Literature of the U.S. Course Committee (SHSU, 1996-99)

Textbook Selection Committee for English 266 and English 267 (S2000)

Thesis Committees for Graduate Students: 
Amanda Huffer (S2005)

Christina Henderson (S2007-Sum2007)

Daryl Herring (F2005)
Katherine Echols (S2007-Sum2007)

Melanie Sweeney (F2007)

Michael Dunican (F2008) 

Pat Healy (Sum2006)



Reading Committee for Applications for Early American Literature Position (F2005)


University Center Information and Registration (Sum2003-Sum2004)


Writing Committee (SHSU, 1995-97)

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Annual Campaign Fund Committee (F2005)

Board of Directors for SHSU Alumni Association (F1993-F1997)


Committee to plan Dedication of Katy and E. Don Walker Education Center at SHSU (F1994-S1995)

Faculty Senate:

College of Arts and Sciences (F2001-S2002)

College of Humanities and Social Sciences (F2005-S2006)

Faculty Women’s Advisory Committee—appointed by Dr. Gaertner (F2004-F2007)

General Studies Advisor (SHSU, F1996-F2001)

Instructor for GRE/GMAT Prep Session for Verbal Portion (F2005-F2009)

Judge for Best Freshman Writing Contest (SHSU, April 2002)

Member of Search Committee for Library Dean (Chaired by Dr. Richard Eglsaer) 2000-2001

Participant in New Student Convocation (F2005)

Participant in Noel-Levitz Enrollment Management consultation for recruitment and retention (S2005)

Staff Excellence Award Committee (S2005, S2006, S2007, S2008)

SHSU University Women

       Parliamentarian (2002-03)

       First Vice-President (2001-02)

       President (2000-01)

       Reporter (1999-2000)

University Liaison for Educational Testing Services (ETS) (F2008-S2010)
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Across-the-University Writing Programs: 

My Students Don’t Want to Read This Great Book . . . Strategies for Getting Students to Open the Text 


(SHSU, Sept 1999)

Varied Writing Activities (SHSU, Nov 1996)



Use of Computers (SHSU, Sept 1996)



Computers in the Composition Classroom (SHSU, Jan 1996)



Writing About Literature (SHSU, April 1995)

“Art and Soul 2001”: An Arts and Humanities Program at Baylor University (Waco, Texas, Feb 2001)

BLACKBOARD DAY (SHSU, Sum2007, Sum2009)

College of Humanities and Social Sciences Teaching Conference (F2004, F2005, F2006, F2007, F2009)
Computer Services Training Workshops:

 Advanced Web Page Creation (SHSU, Aug 2000) 

Basic Web Page Construction (SHSU, June 2000)

CONNECT day-long workshop on SHSU campus (Sept 1996)

GAP Group (sharing information in specific areas of expertise) S2002

International Writing Conference at Stanford University (Palo Alto, CA, July 2006)

PBS Satellite Teleconference: Putting Your Course On-line: A How-to for Faculty (SHSU, Nov 1997)

Research trip and personal interview with Lee Smith in Hillsborough, NC (May 2008)
Research in the Humanities Seminar/Workshop (F2004, F2005, F2006)


Southern Women Writers Conference (Berry College, Rome, Georgia, April 1996, April 2000)

Turnitin Seminar/Workshop (F2004)

Writer’s Block Group (writing support) F2001.

Writing in the Disciplines Seminar/Workshop (5 days) (Sum2004)

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

American Association of University Professors


Board of Directors (2002-03)
Vice-President (F2001-S2002)

American Association of University Women

Conference of College Teachers of English

Flannery O'Connor Society

Modern Language Association


National Education Association

Society for the Study of American Women Writers

Society for the Study of Southern Literature


      South Atlantic Modern Language Association 

      South Central College English Association


Women’s Connections Chair (2008) 

      South Central Modern Language Association


Women’s Caucus Chair (2009)


American Literature II Secretary (2008, 2009)
Texas Association of College Teachers

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

     
GRADUATE COURSES: 

American Literature, 1920-Present (University Center, S2004, Sum2007)

Literature of the American Renaissance (SHSU, F2005)

Multicultural Literature (SHSU, Sum2001)

Women’s Literature (University Center via ITV, Sum2004, S2005, F2007)

400-LEVEL COURSES:

American Regional Literature (SHSU, Sum2004, Sum2008)

American Novel (SHSU, S2002, F2004, S2006, S2008, S2009)

American Gothic Fiction (SHSU, S2001)


300-LEVEL COURSES:

American Masterworks: 1865-Present (SHSU, S2000, F2002, F2003, S2005, S2006, Sum2006, F2006, 


S2007, S2008, S2009, Sum2009, F2009)

American Masterworks: Beginnings to 1865 (SHSU, Sum2002, Sum2003)

Studies in Women’s Literature (SHSU, F99, F2000, S2001, F2001, S2003, F2005, F2007, F2009)

Teaching English in the Secondary Schools (SHSU, F2009)

200-LEVEL COURSES:

American Short Story (SHSU, F2001-S2002, Sum2006)

Introduction to Literary Genres (F2007, S2008, Sum2008, S2009)

Literature of the South (SHSU, F2000, S2001, Sum2001, F2002, Sum2003, F2003, S2004, F2004, 

S2005, Sum2005, F2005, S2006, F2006, S2007, F2007)



Literature of the South Honors (SHSU, S2003)

Readings in the Literature of the United States (SHSU, S1996, F1996, S1997, F1997, S1998, F1998, 

S1999, Sum1999, F1999, S2000, Sum2000)

100-LEVEL COURSES: 



Composition I (SHSU, F1987-F1995, F2002, F2003, F1976 as Teaching Assistant on Graduate
Fellowship)



Composition I Honors (SHSU, F2006)

Composition II (SHSU, S1977 as Teaching Assistant on Graduate Fellowship, F1987-F2000, Sum2001, 


S2003, S2004, Sum2005, Sum2006, Sum2007, Sum2009)

MISCELLANEOUS COURSES:

English as a Second Language (SHSU, Sum1991)



Kinesiology Laboratory (SHSU, F1975)

