COURSE SYLLABUS: Fall 2009
English 376W:Teaching Literature in the Secondary School: 3 credit hours 

MEETING LOCATION: Evans Room #417 

MEETING TIMES: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 11:00-11:50 a.m.

PROFESSOR: Dr. Linda Byrd Cook

OFFICE LOCATION: Evans 412   

PROFESSOR CONTACT INFORMATION:
Tel. # and Voice Mail: 294-1425

E-mail:  LindaCook@shsu.edu

Eng. Dept. Fax #: 936/294-1408

OFFICE HOURS: 
MWF: 10-11 a.m.




MW: 12-2 p.m.




Others by appt. only 

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Theory and practice of teaching literature in the secondary school. The course will 

examine various critical approaches to literature and how those approaches are put into practice in the classroom and according to the existing curriculum standards for the State of Texas. 
Prerequisites: English composition (6 hrs), 200- or 300-level ENG (6 hrs). 

Class will be conducted primarily as a class/group discussion with some lecture when new material is introduced. Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions, small group discussion and presentation, and individual oral presentations. 
A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed every four weeks. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

GENERAL COURSE GOALS:   

· To give the student a thorough introduction to contemporary methods of teaching literature to high school students

· To underscore how teaching “English” has changed in recent years and to stress the integration of  the various language arts into a coherent whole

· To get the student to think about what she wants to be as a teacher and to help her formulate some basic approaches (or “core beliefs”) for the craft of teaching literature

· To provide a classroom forum for discussing issues and practices in the teaching of literature

· To help the student understand the connections among the Texas state English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) Standards, the secondary English Language Arts and Reading TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) curriculum and to understand how they affect teachers of literature and the English Language Arts

· To help the student prepare for the state certification examination in English (TExES)
COURSE OBJECTIVES (or Learning Outcomes): This list is not exhaustive, but after this course the student should be 




able to: 


· Explain the major features and exemplified practices of Reader Response Theory and how these features and practices relate to the other chief critical approaches to literature
· Articulate the principles of teaching literature outlined in the Texas English Language Arts and Reading  (ELAR) Standards
· Be able to name the other components (besides literature) of the English language arts and to explain in writing how literature interacts with these components
· Design classroom activities (including a thematic unit) that reflect best teaching practices and that align with Texas ELAR standards
· Lead an effective classroom discussion of a selected piece of literature
· Achieve a passing score on the literature section and the essay section of the 8-12 ELAR TExES examination
REQUIRED TEXTS: *It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the following texts at the beginning of 

        the semester.**


Thinking about Literature, by Robert McMahon. Heinemann, 2002. ISBN: 0867095121.

Teaching the Classics in the Inclusive Classroom, by Katherine S. McKnight and Bradley P. Berlage. Jossey-Bass, 



2008. ISBN: 9780787994068.


The Great Gatsby, by Fitzgerald 1925. Simon & Schuster, 1999. ISBN: 9780743273565.


Oedipus Rex, by Sophocles 5th century BCE. Prestwick House, 2005. ISBN:9781580495936.


Macbeth, by Shakespeare 1623. Washington Square P, 1992. ISBN: 9780743477109.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
The university stresses the importance of punctuality and regular attendance. All students
are expected to attend every class, and attendance will definitely be taken into consideration in final computation of a student's course grade. Attendance will be recorded each class day, so a student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence BEFORE class time on that day (via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work with the student to make up any missed work. A student who misses more than THREE classes during the semester is in danger of failing the course.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:
Daily Grade 


25%
GRADING SCALE: 90-100=A





Papers (2)


20%


      80-89  =B





Mid-Term Exam


15%


      70-79  =C





Final Exam


15%


      60-69  =D





Thematic Teaching Unit

25%
                        59 or below=F

Papers, mid-term exam, and daily grades will be returned to the student within a reasonable amount of time. 

There will be NO extra credit offered in this course. 

DAILY GRADE (25%): This portion of the grade is a measurement of how actively the student participates in the class, 
including how well she does on any in-class writings, mock exam questions, out-of-class assigned responses, Blackboard discussions, and such. It also takes into account class attendance. The bulk of your daily grade will come from the informal journal writings you do, which you will submit via Blackboard. This participation grade is not going to be based on grinding out lots of numbers. In fact, it will be a relatively “subjective” (but I think a fair and thorough) judgment, much like the “subjective” evaluations that are a part of any English/Language Arts teacher’s professional life.  
PAPERS (20%): Each student will write three papers for this class, all of which you will submit through the “Assignments”
feature of Blackboard. The first two (10% each) will be oriented more toward a language-arts/literature teaching issue raised in the chapter readings. The third paper will be the narrative portion (80%) of the thematic teaching unit, which will be much more involved than the first two.
EXAMS (30%):
There will be a one-hour mid-term exam and a final two-hour exam. Both exams will test the student on textbook reading and on State of Texas curriculum standards for literature. The exams will consist of a combination of subjective (short answer and/or essay) and objective (true/false, matching, multiple choice, etc.) questions. The final exam will focus on the material from the last half of the semester, but it will have some comprehensive elements, as well. Your in-class (or on-line) responses to questions from the chapter readings will count in the daily grade, but they will help the student prepare for the major exams.   


A student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence, i.e., emergency, BEFORE class time on exam day (via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work with the student to make up the missed exam. 

TEACHING UNIT (25%): For this project, each student will design a 2-4 week unit for an English Language Arts and 
Reading course at the secondary level. Overall, this project is flexible, and the unit can emphasize various aspects of the ELAR curriculum. However, all successful projects must meet a set of core requirements.  

· Teaching Units must identify and utilize primary texts that we have not read in this class and that are not commonly part of the curriculum. Here, the incorporation of female authors and writers of color is critical.

· Teaching Units must provide students the means for exploring the connection between the humanities and society.

· Teaching Units must incorporate interdisciplinary strategies to support student learning.

· Finally, Teaching Units must integrate research to justify pedagogical choices and support content knowledge.

The narrative of the project should run approximately 15-18 double-spaced pages in length and cover the following areas: unit description and justification, goals and objectives, assignments and assessment strategies. The ELAR Teaching Unit should also include a minimum of three sample lesson plans, to be included as an appendix.

TURN-IT-IN.COM:
All major out-of-class essays and written portion of the thematic teaching unit will be submitted to Dr. Cook in hard copy and also through this site. No credit will be given for a paper that is not submitted to turnitin.com. 

WRITING-ENHANCED CREDIT:
This course is designated writing-enhanced. According to Sam Houston State University, you must take at least six courses that carry the designation writing-enhanced. The official definition of a writing-enhanced course is one in which 50% or more of the grade is based on written assignments. In this course, more than 50% of your semester grade is based directly on your writing. 

SHSU WRITING CENTER:
Sam Houston State University Writing Center, located in Farrington 111, is open daily. Specific hours will be announced and posted on Dr. Cook’s office door. Writing tutors will work with you one-on-one to help you generate a draft, organize a draft, or revise a draft of any assignment. You can just drop by to work with a tutor or call 936/294-3680 to schedule an appointment. 

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATIONS: 
All students will be asked to complete a course/instructor evaluation form toward the end of the semester. 

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT: 
Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the University. 

1. Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins. 

2. Students are prohibited from using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking in inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction. 

3. Students should bring appropriate materials to class every day (textbook, paperback, etc.)
4. Drinks (nonalcoholic) may be consumed during class. Snacking is also allowed if it does not distract other students or the professor.

5. Except in the rare case of an absolute emergency, leaving the classroom during class time is considered rude and inappropriate and will not be tolerated. Only when the professor dismisses class should students leave the room. In a special situation where a student needs to leave early on a particular day, he/she should discuss the matter with the professor BEFORE class.

6. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class. Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with University policy. 

For a complete copy of Student Guidelines, see:

http://www.shsu.edu/students/StudentGuidelines2007_2008.pdf
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/administrative/faculty/sectionb.html#dishonesty
STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY: 
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/documents/861001.pdf 
 STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY:
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Counseling Center . They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired. 

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Counseling Center and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Counseling Center . For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/811006.pdf 

 
VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:
Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar's Office. 
COURSE OUTLINE: GENERAL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR SEMESTER’S ACTIVITIES

ENGLISH 376W: Fall 2009

A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed every four weeks. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

Weeks 1-4:


 
Aug 24-Sept 18 

8/24: Course introduction; overview
8/26: *TAL: chap 1: Asking questions to explore motives
8/28: **TTC: Introduction; chap 1: Discussion & lecture
8/31: TAL: Provocation #1: Leading a discussion
         Provocation #10: Reading journals

9/2: TAL: “Eveline” (Joyce); chap 2: Analysis of character 

& motives
9/4: TAL:  Provocation #2: Exercises for “Eveline” &
other works
9/7: Labor Day Holiday

9/9: TAL:  Provocation #3: Rereading

       Provocation #4: Voice and point of view

9/11: TAL:  Provocation #5: Character profile-short story
         Provocation #6: Setting

9/14: PAPER #1 DUE

         Discussion of TExES Language Arts Standards 

9/16: Discussion of TExES Language Arts Standards
9/18: TAL: chap 3: “Everyday Use” (Walker)
          Character and motives

          Provocation #8: Reading aloud
Weeks 5-8:
 

Sept 21-Oct 16 
9/21: TAL: Provocation #9: Shapes of language
         Provocation #14: Reader Response 
9/23: TAL: Provocation #15: Poetry (Diction)
9/25: Independent reading of The Great Gatsby

(Fitzgerald) 
9/28: TAL: Poetry. Provocation #16: Imitation and parody
          Provocation #17: Derived poems

          Provocation #18: Rote memorization
9/30: TAL: chap 4: Teaching character and motives in 


The Great Gatsby 
10/2: PAPER #2 DUE
10/5: The Great Gatsby cont’d
10/7: The Great Gatsby cont’d
10/9: MID-TERM EXAM
10/12: TAL: Provocation #11: Free reading
10/14: The Great Gatsby cont’d
10/16: Complete The Great Gatsby unit
*TAL: Thinking about Literature
**TTL: Teaching the Classics

Weeks 9-12:
Oct 19-Nov 13
10/19: TAL: chap 5: Character and motives in Oedipus 


Rex; begin play
10/21: Oedipus Rex cont’d
10/23: Oedipus Rex cont’d
10/26: TAL: Provocation #7: Transpositions
10/28: Film: The Great Gatsby
10/30: Film: The Great Gatsby
11/2: TTC: chap 2: Preparing through Pre-Reading
          Begin Macbeth
11/4: chap 2 cont’d. Macbeth Act I
11/6: chap 2 cont’d. Macbeth Act I
11/9: TTC: chap 3: During-Reading activities. Macbeth
11/11: chap 3 cont’d. Macbeth Act II
11/13: chap 3 cont’d. Macbeth Act III
Weeks 13-17:

Nov 16-Dec 17

11/16: TTC: chap 4: After-Reading activities. Macbeth 


Act III
11/18: chap 4 cont’d. Macbeth Act IV
11/20: chap 4 cont’d. Macbeth Act IV 
11/23: TTC: chap 5: Writing activities. Macbeth Act V
11/25: Thanksgiving Holiday

11/27: Thanksgiving Holiday

11/30:  Writing activities. Macbeth
12/2: TTC: chap 6: Vocabulary activities. Macbeth
12/4: chap 6 cont’d. Macbeth
12/7: THEMATIC TEACHING UNIT PRESENTATIONS
12/9:  THEMATIC TEACHING UNIT PRESENTATIONS        

12/11: THEMATIC TEACHING UNIT PRESENTATIONS
           THEMATIC TEACHING UNITS DUE
FINAL EXAMS: December14th-17th: M-Th
**Final Exam for this class is scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.**
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