COURSE SYLLABUS: Fall 2009
English 336W: Studies in Women’s Literature: 3 credit hours 

MEETING LOCATION: Evans Room #417 

MEETING TIMES: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 9:00-9:50 a.m.

PROFESSOR: Dr. Linda Byrd Cook

OFFICE LOCATION: Evans 412   

PROFESSOR CONTACT INFORMATION:
Tel. # and Voice Mail: 294-1425

E-mail:  LindaCook@shsu.edu

Eng. Dept. Fax #: 936/294-1408

OFFICE HOURS: 
MWF: 10-11 a.m.




MW: 12-2 p.m.




Others by appt. only 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will consist of a study of works by women writers encompassing a variety of 
genres, nationalities, and literary periods, with focus on common themes and motifs such as family, the female body, sexuality, androgyny, spirituality, domesticity, language, power, repression, etc. Prerequisite: 9 hours of English. 

Class will be conducted primarily as a combination of lecture and class/group discussion. Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions and in small group discussion and presentation. 
A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed every four weeks. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
***Learn to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view 

**Gain a broader understanding and appreciation of intellectual/cultural activity
(music, science, literature, etc.)





**Gain factual knowledge (terminology, classification, methods, trends)

REQUIRED TEXTS: *It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the following texts at the beginning of 

        the semester.**

Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar, eds. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The Traditions in 
English. Vol. 2, Early Twentieth Century through Contemporary. 3rd ed. New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2007. ISBN: 0393930149.


Morrison, Toni. Sula. 1973. New York: Knopf Pub., 2004. ISBN: 1400033438.

Smith, Lee. The Last Girls. 2002. New York: Ballantine Books, 2009. ISBN: 0345464958.
Walker, Alice. The Color Purple. 1982. Orlando: Harvest Books, 2003. ISBN: 0156028352.


 Packet for English 336W--Dr. Cook from Copy Time (Eagle Graphics): 1312 Sam Houston Ave. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
The university stresses the importance of punctuality and regular attendance. All students
are expected to attend every class, and attendance will definitely be taken into consideration in final computation of a student's course grade. Attendance will be recorded each class day, so a student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence BEFORE class time on that day (via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work with the student to make up any missed work. A student who misses more than THREE classes during the semester is in danger of failing the course.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:
Exam #1


20%
GRADING SCALE: 90-100=A





Exam #2


20%


      80-89  =B





Term Project 


25%


      70-79  =C





Final Exam


20%


      60-69  =D





Average of daily grades

15%
                        59 or below=F

All exams (except Final Exam), term project, and daily grades will be returned to the student within a reasonable amount of time. 

There will be NO extra credit offered in this course. 

EXAMS:
There will be 2 one-hour exams and a final two-hour exam. The first exam will be totally subjective (short answer and/or essay) and completed IN CLASS only. The second exam and the final exam will be 50% subjective and 50% objective (true/false, matching, multiple choice, etc.). The subjective portions will be completed outside of class and must be neatly typed (double-spaced). 


A student must notify the professor of a legitimate absence, i.e., emergency, BEFORE class time on exam day (via e-mail or phone message). With appropriate prior notification of a student’s absence, the professor will work with the student to make up the missed exam. 

TERM PROJECT:
This project will count for 25% of the student’s grade for this course. Boxworks Project offers an alternative to the traditional term paper. To fulfill this assignment, the student will create a “box” that represents aspects of her/his life, and also write a narrative that accompanies the “box,” which presents ways in which she/he has been “boxed in” or not “boxed in” by family, acquaintances, and society at large. The project will have three components: the box itself, the accompanying paper, and an oral presentation. 
TURN-IT-IN.COM:
All out-of-class essays and written portion of TERM PROJECT will be submitted to Dr. Cook in hard copy and also through this site. No credit will be given for a paper that is not submitted to turnitin.com. 

DAILY GRADES:
These grades may consist of quizzes (both announced and unannounced), questions over reading assignments and/or lecture notes, group work, and credit for class preparation and participation. Any student who has all his/her daily grades at the end of the semester may drop his/her lowest grade. No grade will be dropped for anyone who misses a daily grade without notifying the professor ahead of time. (See ATTENDANCE POLICY above.) A student may only miss 2 daily quizzes without being penalized.  

WRITING-ENHANCED CREDIT:
This course is designated writing-enhanced. According to Sam Houston State University, you must take at least six courses that carry the designation writing-enhanced. The official definition of a writing-enhanced course is one in which 50% or more of the grade is based on written assignments. In this course, more than 50% of your semester grade is based directly on your writing. 

SHSU WRITING CENTER:
Sam Houston State University Writing Center, located in Farrington 111, is open daily. Specific hours will be announced and posted on Dr. Cook’s office door. Writing tutors will work with you one-on-one to help you generate a draft, organize a draft, or revise a draft of any assignment. You can just drop by to work with a tutor or call 936/294-3680 to schedule an appointment. 

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATIONS: 
All students will be asked to complete a course/instructor evaluation form toward the end of the semester. 

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT: 
Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the University. 

1. Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins. 

2. Students are prohibited from using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking in inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction. 

3. Absolutely NO LAPTOP computers will be allowed in class. 

4. Students should bring appropriate materials to class every day. The course packet and textbook or
 
       paperback novel should be with you at every class meeting.

5. Drinks (nonalcoholic) may be consumed during class. Snacking is also allowed if it does not distract other students or the professor.

6. Except in the rare case of an absolute emergency, leaving the classroom during class time is considered rude and inappropriate and will not be tolerated. Only when the professor dismisses class should students leave the room. In a special situation where a student needs to leave early on a particular day, he/she should discuss the matter with the professor BEFORE class.

7. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class. Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with University policy. 

For a complete copy of Student Guidelines, see:

http://www.shsu.edu/students/StudentGuidelines2007_2008.pdf
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/administrative/faculty/sectionb.html#dishonesty
STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY: 
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/documents/861001.pdf 
 STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY:
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Counseling Center . They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired. 

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Counseling Center and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Counseling Center . For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 

     http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/811006.pdf 

 
VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:
Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar's Office. 
COURSE OUTLINE: GENERAL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR SEMESTER’S ACTIVITIES

ENGLISH 361W: Fall 2009

A detailed course calendar, announcing class assignments, activities, due dates, and reminders, will be distributed every four weeks. Dr. Cook reserves the right to make changes to this calendar at any time during the semester. These will be announced during class. 

Weeks 1-4:


 
Aug 24-Sept 18 

8/24: Course introduction

8/26: Discussion of term projects, fairy tales 

8/28: Kate Chopin: The Awakening (ch I-XIII)

8/31: The Awakening (ch XIV-XXV)

9/2: The Awakening (ch XXVI-XXXIV)

9/4: Lee Smith: The Last Girls (pp 1-81)

9/7: Labor Day Holiday

9/9: The Last Girls (pp 82-147)

9/11: The Last Girls (pp 148-226)

9/14: The Last Girls (pp 227-91)

9/16: The Last Girls (pp 292-371)

9/18: Susan Glaspell: Trifles 
Weeks 5-8:
 

Sept 21-Oct 16 
9/21: Virginia Woolf: Selected works

9/23: Woolf: Selected works

9/25: EXAM #1

9/28: Mina Loy poetry; essay

9/30: Djuna Barnes: essay; short story

10/2: Dorothy Parker: poetry; short story

10/5: Adrienne Rich: poetry; essay

10/7: Alice Walker: The Color Purple (pp 1-74)

10/9: Independent work on Term Project

10/12: The Color Purple (pp 75-149)

10/14: The Color Purple (pp 150-223)

10/16: The Color Purple (pp 224-95)
**Final Exam for this class is scheduled
for Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 8-10 a.m.**

Weeks 9-12:



Oct 19-Nov 13
10/19: Flannery O’Connor: short story

10/21: Gertrude Stein: short story

10/23: Toni Morrison: Sula (Part One)

10/26: Sula (Part Two)

10/28: Amy Lowell: poetry

10/30: Independent work on Term Project

11/2: Willa Cather: short story
11/4: Isak Dinesen: short story

11/6: H.D.: poetry

11/9: EXAM #2

11/11: Rebecca West: short story

11/13: Zora Neale Hurston: short story

Weeks 13-17:

Nov 16-Dec 17

11/16: Tillie Olsen: novella
11/18: Olsen; Katherine Anne Porter: short story

11/20: Porter; Anaïs Nin: short story

11/23: Carson McCullers: The Ballad of the Sad Café

11/25: Thanksgiving Holiday

11/27: Thanksgiving Holiday

11/30: Sylvia Plath: poetry

12/2: Anne Sexton: poetry

12/4: Joyce Carol Oates: short story

12/7: Margaret Atwood: poetry; short story

12/9: TERM PROJECTS DUE
          Presentations

12/11: Term project presentations

FINAL EXAMS: December14th-17th: M-Th
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