
I want to be a teacher…..

Entering the Educator Preparation 
Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation outlines the information you need to apply to the Educator Preparation Program. It is essential that you view all of it so that each step of the process is clear to you.



Why another admission process? 

 Each teaching candidate is required to 
pass at least two state examinations to 
be certified to teach in the State of 
Texas

 For that reason, entry requirements for 
the Educator Preparation Program 
exceed the requirements for admission 
to the University.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very often candidates will ask , “Why another admission process?” Actually, the admission criteria are required by state law. Each teaching candidate is required to apply to the Educator Preparation Program in their first education class. Applying online is required prior to participating in any field experience. 
State law requires that candidates must meet general academic criteria to become a teacher. The information contained on the following five slides may also be viewed in the transition points documents specific to your program area as distributed in your class and as listed on your Tk20 account home tab.



Transition Points = Ed Prep Status

 Elementary
1. Program Entry
2. Entry to Literacy  

Methods Block
3. Entry to Content 

Methods Block
4. Entry to Student 

Teaching
5. Program Exit

 Secondary
1. Program Entry
2. Entry to 

Secondary 
Methods Block

3. Entry to Student 
Teaching

4. Program Exit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Application to Ed Prep begins a transition point process. Each teaching candidate is assessed at several points in their program to see whether they meet the Educator Preparation Criteria. The application process is the first of these transition points. Your progress toward meeting the criteria will be checked once each semester after grades are posted. Each semester, after grades are posted, you should make it a point to check your Educator Preparation Status on your Tk20 account home tab. To progress through the transition points, candidates must be admitted and maintain good academic standing in the Educator Preparation Program.  




After logging into Tk20, on the Home tab there will be a section titled 
“Program Transition Points”

The Program Transition Points are a type of checklist to which a candidate can refer while progressing through 
a program.  If there is a green check by a criteria then that criteria has been met. If there is not a green check 
then that criteria has not been met (in the example below the criteria for College Level Reading Skills has been 
met and the criteria for College Level Writing Skills has not been met).  These criteria shall be met prior to 
placement in Content / Secondary Methods courses.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upon submitting an Educator Preparation Program application the Educator Preparation Services staff will review your application to the program admission criteria.   On the home tab in Tk20 you should scroll down to the Program Transition Points.  In this example, the candidate has met the criteria that is marked with a green check.  College Level Writing is not checked therefore the candidate has not met that criteria.  The next three slides duplicate information on the handouts.




PROGRAM ADMISSION

 File an official degree plan in the Education Advising Center (TEC 
217)

 Activate Tk20 Assessment Toolkit account ($100 plus  tax and 
handling) (CIEE 2333, CIEE 3374, or SPED 2301)

 Pay the Educator Program Application Fee ($100 – effective 
September 1, 2001) in SamWeb  (CIEE 2333, CIEE 3374 or 
SPED 2301) and make a Educator Preparation Program 
Application in Tk20
 GPA ≥2.5, Overall (includes transfer and SHSU courses)
 GPA ≥ 2.5 in Major /Teaching Field / Certification Courses
 No grade below C 
 Meet criteria for Reading Skills*
 Meet criteria for Mathematics Skills*
 Meet criteria for Writing Skills*
 Meet criteria for Critical Thinking Skills*
 Criminal history must be checked

TRANSITION POINT 1A- ADMISSION TO THE LITERACY METHODS BLOCK

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation 
Program

 Completion of all 1000 and 2000 level courses 
 Meet “My Life” targets for oral communication (CIEE 3374)
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Documentation of Level I Field Experience
 Official Degree Plan on file
TRANSITION POINT 1B- ADMISSION TO CONTENT METHODS BLOCK

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation 
Program

 Completion (grade of “A”, “B” or “C”) of Literacy Methods Block
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Documentation of Level II Field Experience
 Official Degree Plan on file

TRANSITION POINT 2- ADMISSION TO STUDENT TEACHING

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation 
Program

 Completion of all content area coursework is required
 Completion of  all coursework is preferred
 Completion (grade of  “A”, “B” or “C”) of Content Methods Block 
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Criminal history must be checked
EXIT FROM THE PROGRAM

 Meet standards of the Teacher Work Sample project
 Complete Key Student Teaching Assessments: Forms A, B, C, 

and  D
 Complete Required Online Evaluations in Tk20
 Complete Certification Testing with TEA (TExES Content  Tests 

and TExES PPR)
 Complete Student Teaching requirements 
FOLLOW-UP OF TEACHER EDUCATION CANDIDATES

 Apply for Certification with the TEA 
 Participate in Graduate and Employer Surveys 
 Keep TEA profile current with name and address to facilitate 

certificate renewal.

*Reading Skills: THEA ≥250, or ACT ≥ 21, or SAT≥ 550, or Grade of   
“A” or “B” in READ 1301 or Grade of   “A” or “B”  in at least 3 
reading intensive courses 

*Mathematics Skills: THEA ≥230, or ACT≥ 19, or SAT ≥500, or 
Accuplacer ≥63, or ASSET ≥38 or COMPASS ≥39, or Grade of 
“A” or “B” in MATH 1384 and MATH 1385.

* Writing Skills: THEA ≥240, or Grade of “A” or “B” in ENGL 1301 and 
ENGL 1302

* Critical Thinking: Meet requirements for both Reading Skills and 
Mathematics Skills

Transition Points for Interdisciplinary Studies
Grades EC-6 Generalist, EC-6 Bilingual Generalist, or EC-6 Generalist with EC-12 Special Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These slides duplicate information on the handouts.



PROGRAM ADMISSION

 File an official degree plan in the Education Advising Office (TEC 
217)

 Activate Tk20 Assessment Toolkit account ($100 plus tax and 
handling)  (CIEE 2333, CIEE 3374 or SPED 2301) 

 Pay the Educator Program Application Fee ($100 – effective 
Setember 1, 2011) in SamWeb  (CIEE 2333, CIEE 3374 or SPED 
2301) and make a Educator Preparation Program Application in Tk20
 GPA ≥2.5, Overall (includes transfer and SHSU courses)
 GPA ≥ 2.5 in Major/Teaching Field Courses
 No grade below  “C”  
 Meet criteria for Reading Skills* 
 Meet criteria for Mathematics Skills* 
 Meet criteria for Writing Skills*
 Meet criteria for Critical Thinking Skills*
 Criminal  history must be checked

TRANSITION POINT 1A- ADMISSION TO THE LITERACY METHODS BLOCK

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation Program
 Completion of all 1000 and 2000 level courses 
 Meet “My Life” targets for oral communication (CIEE 3374)
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Documentation of Level I Field Experience
 Official Degree Plan on file
TRANSITION POINT 1B-ADMISSION TO CONTENT METHODS BLOCK

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation Program
 Completion (grade of “A”, “B”  or “C”) of Literacy Methods Block  

courses
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Documentation of Level II Field Experience
 Official Degree Plan on file

TRANSITION POINT 2-ADMISSION TO STUDENT TEACHING

 Admission and good standing in the Educator Preparation Program
 Completion of all content area coursework is required
 Completion of  all coursework is preferred
 Completion (grade of “A”, “B” or  “C”) of Content Methods Block 

courses
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Criminal  history must be checked
EXIT FROM THE PROGRAM

 Meet standards of the Teacher Work Sample project
 Complete Key Student Teaching Assessments: Forms A, B, C, and D
 Complete Required Online Evaluations  in Tk20
 Completion of Certification Testing through TEA / (TExES Content  

Tests and TExES PPR test)
 Complete Student Teaching requirements 
FOLLOW-UP OF TEACHER EDUCATION CANDIDATES

 Apply for Certification with the TEA 
 Participate in Graduate and Employer Surveys 
 Keep TEA profile current with name and address to facilitate 

certificate renewal.

*Reading Skills: THEA ≥250, or ACT ≥ 21, or SAT≥ 550, or Grade of   “A“ or “B” in 
READ 1301 or Grade of   “A“ or “B” in least 3 reading intensive courses 

*Mathematics Skills: THEA ≥230, or ACT≥ 19, or SAT ≥500, or Accuplacer ≥63, or 
ASSET ≥38 or COMPASS ≥39, or Grade of “A” or “B” in MATH 1384 and 
MATH 1385.

* Writing Skills: THEA ≥240, or Grade  of “A” or  “B” in ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1302
*  Critical Thinking: Meet requirements for both Reading Skills and Mathematics Skills

Transition Points for Interdisciplinary Studies
Grades 4-8 Mathematics, Grades 4-8 Mathematics/Science , or

Grades 4-8 English Language Arts, Reading/Social Studies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These slides duplicate information on the handouts.




Transition Points for Certification Candidates 
Grades 8-12 or 6-12 – All Teaching Fields or

EC-12 Music, EC-12 Kinesiology, EC-12 Art, EC-12 Theatre
PROGRAM ADMISSION

 File an official degree plan with the Major Department, minor is 
Secondary Education 

 Activate Tk20 Assessment Toolkit account ($100 plus  tax and 
handling) (CISE 3374)

 Pay the Educator Program Application Fee ($100 – effective 
September 1, 2011) in SamWeb  (CISE 3374) and make a 
Educator Preparation Program Application in Tk20
 GPA ≥2.5, Overall (includes transfer and SHSU courses)
 GPA ≥ 2.5 in Major / Teaching Field / Certification  

Courses
 No grade below “C” in Major/ Teaching Field / 

Certification Courses
 Meet criteria for Reading Skills* 
 Meet criteria for Mathematics Skills* 
 Meet criteria for Writing Skills*
 Meet criteria for Critical Thinking Skills*
 Criminal  history must be checked

TRANSITION POINT 1-ADMISSION TO SECONDARY METHODS BLOCK

 Admission and continued good standing in the Educator 
Preparation Program

 Meet “My Life” targets for oral communication (CISE 374)
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Documentation of Level 1 Field Experience
 Official Degree Plan on file

TRANSITION POINT 2-ADMISSION TO STUDENT TEACHING

 Admission and continued good standing in the Educator Preparation Program
 Completion of all content area coursework is required
 Completion of  all coursework is preferred
 Completion  (grade of “A”, “B” or “C” ) of Secondary Methods Courses 

(CISE 4364, CISE 4394, READ 4320)
 Satisfactory Dispositions Rating forms 
 Criminal  history must be checked
EXIT FROM THE PROGRAM

 Meet standards of the Teacher Work Sample project
 Complete Key Student Teaching Assessments: Forms A, B, C, and  D
 Complete Required Online Evaluations in Tk20
 Complete Certification Testing with TEA  (TExES Content  and  TExES PPR  

Tests)
 Complete Student Teaching requirements 
FOLLOW-UP OF TEACHER EDUCATION CANDIDATES

 Apply for Certification with the TEA 
 Participate in Graduate and Employer Surveys
 Keep TEA profile current with name and address to facilitate certificate 

renewal

*Reading Skills: THEA ≥250, or ACT ≥ 21, or SAT≥ 550, or Grade of   “A“ or “B” in 
READ 1301 or Grade of   “A“ or “B”  in at least 3 reading intensive courses 

*Mathematics Skills: THEA ≥230, or ACT≥ 19, or SAT ≥500, or Accuplacer ≥63, or 
ASSET ≥38 or COMPASS ≥39, or Grade  of  “A” or  “B” in MATH 1332, 
MATH 1314, MATH 1324 or other required foundation courses.

* Writing Skills: THEA ≥240, or Grade of “A” or≥ “B” in ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1301
* Critical Thinking: Meet requirements for both Reading Skills and Mathematics Skills
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Presentation Notes
These slides duplicate information on the handouts.





When should I apply? What do I need to do? 
 Candidates apply online for 

admission to the Educator 
Preparation Program in their first 
Education class. 

 The application process includes a 
criminal history background check. 

 There is an one-time  administrative 
fee of $ 100 to apply to the 
program.

 Candidates should reapply (but not 
pay a second time) to the program if 
there is a change in their 
certification area.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The application process should begin with the administrative fee payment through SamWeb, followed by the Tk20 application. Candidates are charged a one time  application fee that is used to pay for the processing of candidate applications. The application process includes a criminal history background check which we perform on behalf of our school partners to ensure that all the children in the schools are safe and not at risk. 





Demonstration of successful college 
performance
 2.5 Overall GPA (SHSU and Transfer)

 2.5 GPA in program area / teaching field / certification courses 

(SHSU and Transfer)

 Grade of “A”, “B” or “C” in all major coursework required for teaching 

field and certification (SHSU or Transfer)

 IDS majors must have a “C” or above in all coursework required 

for degree.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first requirement for the Ed Prep criteria is demonstration of successful college performance. To be admitted and remain in good academic standing with the program you must meet each of these specific criteria. As you begin the program the criteria that you are required to meet are outlined on the transition point document specific to your program area distributed in your class. First, you must have a 2.5 GPA; that includes any courses taken at Sam Houston or transfer courses. You must also have a 2.5 GPA in your program area or teaching field. You must also have a grade of “A”, “B”, or  “C” in all major coursework taken at Sam Houston or transferred in from another college or university. These are required for your teaching field and certification and are the courses that are specially designed for teaching candidates. Students who are Interdisciplinary Studies majors pursuing elementary certification must have a grade of “A”, “B” or “C” in all coursework required for their degree. This applies to IDS Majors for classes taken Fall 2009 and later.  This applies to the entire career of Secondary or All – Level certification areas.



College  Level Basic Skills
1. College Level Reading Skills 

 THEA (250 or greater), or
 ACT (21 or greater), or 
 SAT (550 or greater), or 
 Grade of “A” or “B” in READ 1301 or grade of 

“A” or “B” in 3 reading intensive courses.
2. College Level Skills in Mathematics –

 THEA (230 or greater), or
 ACT  (19 or greater), or SAT (500 or greater), or 

alternate tests, or
 Grade of “A” or “B” in MATH 1384 and MATH 

1385 (IDS majors) or 
 Grade of “A” or “B” in MATH 1332, 1314, 1324, 

or other required foundation courses (Secondary 
Education minors) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
College level skills are also a part of entry to the Ed Prep Program. We assess reading, mathematics, writing, oral communication, and critical thinking. To satisfy the reading criteria, you must have a THEA reading score of 250 or greater or an ACT score of 21 or greater or an SAT score of 550 or greater or the criteria can be satisfied by a grade of  “A” or “B” in READ 1301 or a grades of “A” or “B” in 3 reading intensive courses.
To examine college level skills in mathematics, the THEA score is used as well. A THEA score of 230 or greater or an ACT score of 19 or greater or an SAT score of 500 or greater or alternate tests are accepted. A student can also meet the requirement for mathematics if they have a grade of “A” or “B” in MATH 1384 and MATH 1385 if he or she is an interdisciplinary studies major. If the student is a secondary education minor they can also meet the requirement for mathematics if he or she has a grade of “A” or “B” in MATH 1332, 1314, 1324 or other required foundation courses.



College Level Skills continued
3. College Level Skills in Written 

Communication-
THEA (240 or greater) or grade of 
“A” or “B”  in ENGL 1301 and 1302

4. College Level Skills in Oral Communication
Oral Communication skills are  
assessed in CIEE / CISE 3374

5. College Level Skills in Critical Thinking
Must meet mathematics and reading 
criteria. 
See options below:

 EC-6 (including EC-12 Special 
Education)

 4-8
 6-12 / 8-12 / EC-12 (excluding 

EC-12 Special Education)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In written communication, the criteria may be satisfied by a THEA writing score of 240 or greater or by  a grade of “A” or “B” in required ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1302. The oral communication requirement is assessed in CISE 3374 or CIEE 3374 courses. Critical thinking, the final category, is demonstrated by meeting the THEA or the alternative requirements in both mathematics and reading. So if you meet the mathematics requirements and the reading requirements, the critical thinking category is satisfied. 

Please note that “CR” in advanced placement is not a letter grade and therefore does not satisfy the above criteria.



Literacy Methods Block (EC-6 and 4-8 certification levels 
only – IDS Majors only)

Content / Secondary Methods Block (all undergraduate 
teacher candidates

Student Teaching Block 

Pre-registration is recommended to ensure a spot 
in the section you prefer.

Professional Program Sequence

The professional coursework blocks are taken in sequence
and offered in fall and spring semesters only. Candidates
must apply online by the posted deadlines. The application
process for each block is a transition point.

The blocks are:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the final semesters of the preparation program, you’ll participate in a professional program sequence which focuses on experiences within partnership school district classrooms. Field experience hours are required in each of these classes, culminating with two full time placements in the student teaching semester. The professional program sequence is taken in order; they are offered in the Fall and Spring semesters only. Candidates must apply online and meet the Educator Preparation Program Admission criteria by the posted deadlines. The application process for each of these blocks is one of the transition points. The block classes are Literacy Methods Block which is required for EC-6 (including Special Education) and 4-8 candidates only. The Content or Secondary Methods Block and the Student Teaching Block, which occur in the final two semesters, are required for all teaching candidates. Pre-registration is recommended for each of these classes to ensure a spot for the section you prefer. Plan to register early to reserve your spot. 



Literacy Methods Block entry requires:

 Appropriate, official degree plan on file

 Admission and academic good standing in the Educator 
Preparation Program 

 A grade of “A”, “B” or “C” in all core classes
 IDS majors must have a “C” or above in all coursework required for 

degree.

 Completion of all 1000 and 2000 level coursework.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The application to Literacy Methods Block evaluates the candidate to see whether or not they have an appropriate, official degree plan on file, admitted and good academic standing in the Educator Preparation Program. Also the grade of “A”, “B”, or “C” in all education classes is required and completion of all 1000 and 2000 level course work. Students who are Interdisciplinary Studies majors pursuing elementary certification must have a “C” or above in all coursework required for their degree.




 Appropriate, official degree plan 
on file

 Admission and academic good 
standing in the Educator 
Preparation Program

 A grade of “A”, “B” or “C” in any 
completed CIEE, CISE or READ 
courses.
 IDS majors must have a “C” or above in 

all coursework required for degree.

 Prerequisite is CIEE / CISE 3374
(Oral Communication target met in this course)

Content or Secondary Methods Block 
entry requires:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For all teacher candidates the content or secondary methods block comes during the semester just preceding student teaching. Content or secondary methods block entry requires an appropriate, official degree plan on file, admission, and good academic standing in the Educator Preparation Program. A grade of “C” or above in any completed CIEE or CISE or Literacy Methods Block coursework is also required. Completion of the courses CIEE or CISE 3374 is a prerequisite for Content or Secondary Methods Block entry. Students who are Interdisciplinary Studies majors pursuing elementary certification must have a “C” or above in all coursework required for their degree. 




Student Teaching Block 
placement requires

 Completion of 
degree and 
certification 
coursework

 Academic good 
standing in the 
Educator 
Preparation 
Program.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student teaching block placement requires completion of degree, certification coursework and good academic standing in the Educator Preparation program. During student teaching you will be expected to observe the same hours on campus as the classroom teachers at the campus. Candidates should plan their programs so that coursework is complete prior to the student teaching semester. 



Program Exit

 To meet the final 
transition point, 
candidates must 
successfully complete 
student teaching 

 Obtain a score of a 
solid 2 or a 3 on the 
Teacher Work Sample, 
which is completed in 
the first student 
teaching placement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Completion of student teaching is an exciting time for the new teacher. To meet the final transition point, candidates must successfully complete all the requirements for student teaching. They must also obtain a score of a solid 2 or a 3 on the teacher work sample, which is usually completed during the first student teaching placement. The Teacher Work Sample allows an opportunity for candidates to demonstrate skills and knowledge in teaching. It requires candidates to provide evidence of learning gains by students in the student teaching classroom. 



How do I pay the Educator Preparation Program 
Administrative Fee on SamWeb?

If you have not applied before:
Login  to SAM WEB / Student Records

https://samweb.shsu.edu/educ02wp/
 Follow Screen Prompts
 Submit Payment ($ 100 – effective September 1, 2011)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have not applied in Sam Web before log into Sam Web and pay online.

See the Educator Preparation Program handout or slides 5-7 to view the admission criteria.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pay for the Pre-Qualification for the Educator Preparation Program Application here.



Tk20 Account

 All students applying to the Educator Preparation 
Program after January 1st, 2010 are required to activate 
and pay for an account on Tk20.

 Activate account at:
 https://Tk20.shsu.edu
 Submit account fee

 Account will be activated in three - five business days
 Tk20 Support website: http://www.shsu.edu/~edu_tk20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are applying to the Educator Preparation Program after January 1st, 2010, you will need to activate and pay for a Tk20 Assessment Toolkit account.  Included on this page is the SHSU Tk20 support website.  There is a wealth of information located at this link.  Please visit the FAQ tab for answers to common questions.

https://tk20.shsu.edu/�
http://www.shsu.edu/~edu_tk20�


Tk20 Activation and Log In Screen

Click 
here to 
activate 

you Tk20 
account

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select the link below the login field in order to activate your Tk20 account. If you are unsure about whether or not you already have an account with Tk20, try logging in with your SHSU username and password. If your login is successful and you are greeted by name, then you have an active Tk20 account. 



Tk20 Educator Preparation Program 
Application Steps

Click Applications Tab

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tk20 Educator Preparation Program Application Steps

Click Applications Tab



Tk20 Educator Preparation Application 
Steps

Click on Create

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click on Create



Tk20 Educator Preparation 
Application Steps

Select Application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select Application from drop down menu.  Application 1a corresponds with EC-6, including Special Education and 4-8 certification levels.  Application 1b corresponds with EC-12 (excluding Special Education), 6-12, and 8-12 certification levels.



Tk20 Educator Preparation 
Application Steps

Select your program 
and anticipated student 
teaching semester and 
respond to all 
questions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select your program and anticipated student teaching semester from the drop down menu and respond to all questions as appropriate.  Please choose your certification area carefully from the drop down list.



Important Program Admission 
Criteria Information

Respond to each item

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acknowledge important program admission criteria information.



Important Level One Field Experience 
Information

Respond to each item

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acknowledge important Level One Field Experience Information



Ethnicity and Race Information

Select Ethnicity and 
Race(s)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Race and Ethnicity Data Collection - To align with the new federal ethnicity and race categories as required by the United States Department of Education (USDE) SHSU is collecting this information for reporting purposes to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and federal agencies. In this application you are allowed to select multiple races. 



Code of Ethics for Texas Educators 

Respond to 
each item

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respond to each standard in Code of Ethics for Texas Educators.



Code of Ethics for Texas Educators  and Criminal 
History Check Acknowledgement

Respond to each 
item

Criminal History 
Check 
Acknowledgement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respond to each Code of Ethics item and respond to the Criminal History Check Acknowledgement



Standards for Professional Conduct

Respond to each item.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respond to each item.



Standards for Professional Conduct and 
application submission

Respond to each item.

Electronic signature with date

Click submit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respond to each Standards for Professional Conduct and click submit to finish application.



Questions?

Educator Preparation Program 
Admission and Program Requirements

Contact: edu_edprep@shsu.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please do not hesitate to email us if you have questions. Questions regarding Educator Preparation Program admission and program requirements should be addressed to edu_edprep@shsu.edu. You may also contact the Educator Preparation Services desk to get answers to your questions. 
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