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Abstract:

This paper investigates whether the means by which public utility commissioners are selected
affects the influence of political affiliation on policy choices. This question is asked in the context
of telecommunications network lease prices and retail prices. While political affiliation appears to
have limited influence on lease prices set by appointed commissioners, it has a significant impact
when these prices are set by elected commissioners. Conversely, the political affiliation of
appointed regulators appears to affect retail prices, whereas the political affiliation of elected
commissioners does not.




