
Candidate for President 

 

Charles M. Traughber 

Chairman of the Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole 

 
Traughber graduated with a Bachelors Degree in History and Political Science from Tennessee State University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He has an additional 21 graduate hours in Guidance and Counseling and 32 hours of 
graduate work in Criminal Justice Administration. He has attended numerous hours of training and other 
professional development course work over the years.  
 
He currently serves as Chairman of the Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole. On July 1, 2010 he will have 
served on that Board for 36 years. He has been in the criminal justice profession for more than 40 years.  Most 
of his work has been with adult offenders, although he spent two years working in juvenile corrections. 

Traughber began his professional career as an adult prison institutional counselor in November 1969. In 1971 
he was promoted to Director of Institutional Counselors for all adult prisons in Tennessee.  In 1972 he was 
named Special Assistant to the Warden, Tennessee Main Prison. 

In July 1972 he was appointed to the first full time Tennessee Board of Pardons and Parole as Chairman.  At 
that time the Board was administratively located for support purposes in the Tennessee Department of 
Correction. The state probation and parole officers were under the authority of the Commissioner of Correction.  
In 1978 he was reappointed Chairman of the Tennessee Board of Pardons and Parole. In July 1979 the   Board 
was reorganized to the Board of Parole, with state parole field officers administratively responsible to the 
Board. 

From January 1986 through December 1987 Traughber served as a consultant with a private correctional 
company specializing in juvenile treatment services.  He served as a consultant to the Tennessee Department of 
Correction regarding the Master Plan in response to federal court intervention in the operations of the state’s 
correctional system. 

In January 1988 he was appointed Chairman, Tennessee Board of Parole and has served in that position  since. 
In July 1999 the Board was reorganized to the present Board of Probation and Parole, with state probation 
officers, as well as parole officers, administratively attached to the Board.   

 Traughber is currently serving as a member of the Statewide Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, on the 
Executive Board of the Memphis-Shelby County Crime Commission and the Steering Committee for the 
Tennessee Department of Correction / Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole Joint Offender Management 
Plan. He is also currently serving on the Executive Management Team for the National Parole Resource Center, 
on the Joint Committee of the Department of Correction /Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole for the 
Transition from Prison to Community Project. 
 

He has served on a the National Committee Regarding Offenders Mental Health, Tennessee’s Governor’s 
Statewide Committee on  Training for Law Enforcement Officers and has  served as a  member of the 
Tennessee Sentencing Commission. He has served as member of Tennessee Juvenile Justice Commission. and 
as a member of the  Sentence Enhancement Commission. 

 
 



He has served as a member of the Criminal Justice Panel, the panel that advises the Tennessee Legislative Black 
Caucus on criminal justice issues for 32 years.  He has also served as a member of the Statewide Commission 
on Homeless. 
 
In the 1970s Traughber worked to promulgate parole board standards. He is charter member of the first group of 
Parole Board Chairs, which met in Colorado in 1988 or 1989, for training sponsored by the National Institute of 
Corrections.  The initial training evolved into the Parole Chairs Training Conference held annually thereafter.   

In 1988, the Tennessee Board of Parole received a grant from the National Institute of Corrections for technical 
assistance to develop an Advisory Risk Scale as an aid in parole grant cases.  Board Members received training 
in the development and use of the Advisory Risk Scale.  Board Members developed advisory risk policy 
statements as a guide to structuring parole release decisions. In the 1990s, the Tennessee Parole Board hearing 
officers developed Advisory Guidelines for use in parole revocation cases. 

Since being a member of APAI, he has advocated for formalized cooperative relationships between Parole 
Boards and Directors of Corrections.  Parole boards, releasing authorities and Departments of Corrections have 
the same objective - to minimize an offender’s potential risk to the public.  APAI and the Directors of 
Corrections have a common interest in offender programs that have a proven history of success.  We also have a 
common interest in the offender community supervision/management approaches that reduce recidivism.  A 
successful offender in the community aids public safety.   

Traughber served on the APAI committee along with then President Lisa Holley, Regional Vice President Ed 
Reilly and Council of Chairs Chair Catherine McVey, that met with a committee representing directors of adult 
correctional facilities to initiate plans for future joint cooperative efforts between the two organizations.  In July 
of 2009, the Tennessee Commissioner of Corrections and Traughber met in Nashville with members of the 
Association of State Correctional Administrators (ASCA), Executive Committee to share their respective 
agencies’ experiences and their Joint Offender Management Plan. In Savannah, Georgia , members of APAI 
and the ASCA Executive Committee will have a follow-up meeting. 

Traughber is currently serving as President of APAI and is seeking a second term under the new Constitution 
and By Laws.  His vision is to work with the APAI Chief Administrative Officer, APAI membership and APAI 
Secretariat to enhance APAI collaboration with our partners and supporters to increase APAI membership, 
foster increased interest in APAI and  establish the National Parole Resource Center, He would also develop 
strategies to sustain APAI financially, to encourage organization members to pursue procedures, practices, 
decision making and community interaction processes that are supported by scientific evidence and proven to 
have worked. 

As President, he will set a progressive tone for all elected and appointed APAI Executive Committee members. 
This term key standing committees will be fully operational, even if by telephonic means.  Standing committee 
chairs will be charged with carrying out the duties, as the APAI Constitution and Bylaws require, with reports 
back to members of the executive committee.  He appreciates having the opportunity to apply to be President of 
APAI. 
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