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David “Sonny” Lacks will share what it meant to find out—decades after the fact—that his mother’s 
cells were being used in laboratories around the world, bought and sold by the billions. Sonny’s visits put 
a personal face to big issues such as the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth 
of bioethics, and the legal battles over “informed consent” and whether we control the stuff we’re made of.  


