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	Graduate Bridge Program





Application Check List

Name:      
Classification:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Masters             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Doctoral
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Post-Baccalaureate
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Qualifications Checklist 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Completed Program Application 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Personal Statement

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Two Letters of Recommendation (One from graduate advisor)
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Unofficial copy of transcript(s)

The Bridge Program is designed to increase the number of first-generation, low-income, and/or ethnic minority individuals who complete masters and doctoral degrees. 

During the academic year selected, the program provides students an intensive training consisting of professional development, student academic success seminars, and mentoring experiences to strengthen the graduate school experience and facilitate a smooth adjustment to the academic rigor of graduate education.  In addition, the program will also offer a series of workshops (“How to succeed in Graduate School”) as well as other cultural and educational activities.  

To apply, please submit the following documents to the Office of Graduate Studies in the Bobby K Marks Administration Bldg, Suite 203 or mail to address listed below. 

Submit to:

Dr. Stephanie Bluth
Box 2541
BKM Admin Bldg, Room 203
Sam Houston State University

Huntsville, TX 77341-2359
Phone: 936-294-3279

Deadline for Submission of Applications — May 15th, 2015
QUALIFications checklist 
SHSU Graduate Bridge Program – participants must be SHSU graduate students with a minimum GPA of 3.0 and U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 

Please check all of the following provisions that apply. 

YES

NO



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

1. You are a member of a group that is underrepresented in 

graduate studies (African-American, Hispanic, Native American, and Native Alaskan).
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. You are a first-generation college student. (Neither of your 



parents has a 4-year college degree)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. You have been accepted into a masters or doctoral program at SHSU or are currently enrolled in a maters or doctoral program at SHSU.  



I certify that the information stated above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and I further grant permission to the Graduate Bridge Program to access any of my educational records. 

____________________________

Name

____________________________

Signature

____________________________

Date

	For Office Use Only: 

	1st Generation:
	

	Low Income:
	

	Underrepresented:
	


 Program Application

	NAME:                                                                                 
	     
	
	

	SAM ID: 
	     
	

	LOCAL ADDRESS:                                                
	     

	CITY, STATE, ZIP:        
	     

	LOCAL PHONE: 
	(     )     -      
	CELL PHONE:
	(     )     -      

	
	

	PERMANENT  ADDRESS:                                           
	     

	CITY, STATE, ZIP:        
	     

	HOME PHONE: 
	(     )     -      

	
	
	
	

	SHSU EMAIL: 
	     

	PERSONAL EMAIL: 
	

	DEGREE PROGRAM:        
	CONCENTRATION/TRACK:       

	Classification:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Masters
                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
Doctoral    FORMCHECKBOX 
Post-Baccalaureate
	                 DATE DEGREE EXPECTED:         /       

	OVERALL GPA:                         

	Are you returning to college after a 5+ year gap in your education ?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Preferred Location of SHSU classes:  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Huntsville     FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Woodlands      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online

GENDER:   FORMCHECKBOX 
Male                      FORMCHECKBOX 
Female


	ETHNICITY: Are you Hispanic or Latino?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
What is your RACE? 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
African-American  FORMCHECKBOX 
Hispanic  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pacific Islander   FORMCHECKBOX 
Alaskan Native   
                                FORMCHECKBOX 
American Indian     FORMCHECKBOX 
Caucasian   FORMCHECKBOX 
Asian    FORMCHECKBOX 
Other      

	DATE OF BIRTH: 
	    -    -      
	
	

	
	
	
	

	CITIZENSHIP:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 U.S. Citizen  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Permanent Resident  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Other

	DIsability Qualifications: please answer “yes” or “no” to the following question:
Do you have a diagnosed physical or mental impairment that substantially limits your ability to participate in educational experiences and opportunities offered by SHSU?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

        If yes, are you registered with Disability Services Office on Campus?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
What is the highest level of education attained by:

	MOTHER:  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elementary  FORMCHECKBOX 
 High School  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Two-year degree   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor’s Degree

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Graduate/Professional Degree

	FATHER: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elementary  FORMCHECKBOX 
 High School  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Two-year degree   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor’s Degree

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Graduate/Professional Degree

	If you did NOT reside with or receive support from a natural or adoptive parent, were you a: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foster Youth    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Orphan   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ward Of The Court    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Emancipated Minor
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Homeless Youth    FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: Please Specify
Are you eligible for financial aid?        FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	

	            If yes, what type?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private Finance  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Loan   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other

How did you hear about the Bridge program?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Graduate Studies Website  FORMCHECKBOX 
Facebook                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Department Ads  FORMCHECKBOX 
Flyer  FORMCHECKBOX 
Referral (If so who?_______________________________)  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (Explain_______________________________)

	


PERSONAL STATEMENT

On another piece of paper please provide an answer one of the two prompts. You may attach your typed statement to the application. 500 to 750 words. 
1. What motivates you when you are faced with a difficult situation?
2.  What are your career and professional goals and how will a graduate degree  help you achieve them? 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

In order to help Bridge Program staff evaluate your application, you are required to submit two letters of recommendation from your graduate program advisor, a teacher/professor, or someone from your community. Do not submit a letter of recommendation from a relative or another student. The letter of recommendation should address your potential to succeed at the university graduate student level.

SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS
Check the statements that apply to you:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

My biggest motivation for obtaining a graduate degree is a job promotion.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

My biggest motivation for being here is that I am looking for a change in career path.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

My biggest motivation for being here is because I am an alumni of SHSU.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

My biggest motivation for being here is to work with a specific faculty mentor.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

My life is currently in transition and I have been recently (within the last year) laid off from a job.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I have not decided on a career objective, I just know that a graduate degree may help me find a job.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I can’t visualize what I will be doing in five years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I have small children at home I must take care of.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I work 30-40 hours a week and will be a full-time college student 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to get married in the near future.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am going through a divorce.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I need to work part-time to pay for car, clothes, phone, rent etc., but I will mostly just be a full-time student

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I struggle with family issues (family illness, instability, and housing).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I will hopefully take all of my classes Online so that I may continue to work fulltime

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I will be commuting to campus for class, so The Woodlands campus would be more convenient for me.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I have been in the military and have recently returned to civilian life.
[image: image1.png]Consent to Release & Services Contract
I understand that the Office of Graduate Studies Bridge Program, needs access to my financial, personal, and academic information in order to provide the best possible support for me at Sam Houston State University. Therefore, I agree to release such information to the Bridge Program staff members. I further understand that all released material will remain confidential. Academic information and disability verification, however, will be shared with faculty, university departments, the coordinator for services to students with disabilities, and appropriate representatives of the U.S. Department of Education only as necessary.

I hereby give the Graduate Bridge program permission to obtain information regarding my financial and academic status, to include progress reports from course instructors. I grant permission for the Graduate Bridge program staff to access my academic information for the purpose of evaluating my application. If I identify a disability, I grant permission to release necessary information to Bridge Program staff for the purpose of verifying eligibility.

I agree to allow my name and/or picture to be printed in any Office of Graduate Studies newsletter, publication, or display in recognition of academic success, leadership, or graduation.

I agree that data received from participation in surveys, evaluations, seminars, and financial literacy modules may be used for evaluative and research purposes for Graduate Studies, Graduate Bridge program, and collaborating SHSU Departments.

I agree to meet the following criteria for the time that I will be with the Graduate Bridge Program:

· I agree to maintain contact with Bridge Program staff throughout the year.

· I agree to utilize all of the services that the Graduate Bridge program offers to me.

· I agree to keep the Graduate Bridge Program informed about any changes in my name, address, phone number, email address, and any other important information.

· I agree to the following borrowing policy:

I promise that I will not attempt to sell or dispose of Graduate Bridge program property in any way and that I will return all property to the Office of Graduate Studies by the last day of the semester. By signing this contract, I accept full responsibility for the return of all borrowed property upon the completion of final exams and give the Graduate Bridge program the necessary authority to take punitive action against me to recover these and other borrowed items.

I understand and agree to each of the above responsibilities and privileges.

By my signature, I certify that I have read and understood the information on this page and that I am capable of giving such consent and do so voluntarily.

Student Name
Sam ID #

Student Signature
Date

Bridge Program Requirements by semester
Fall 2015:

Attend Bridge Program workshops (will be scheduled later)

Spring 2016:
Complete (or submit proof of completion) a research course and present at the graduate research exchange,
Summer 2016:
Engage in research and attend bi-weekly meetings for an 



eight-week period. 
	Release of Information Authorization 

I authorize Sam Houston State University to share all required and requested information 
with the Office of Graduate Studies.

I authorize the Sam Houston State University Financial Aid Office to release my financial information for the academic year to the SHSU Bridge Program. This information will be used to verify financial eligibility for the Graduate Bridge Program.



	                                                                                                                                    
	     
	     
	     

	Printed Name                             Signature                           Sam ID Number                                Date                                               

	


Please Note: All application material must be submitted as one packet.


