


































































COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS 

You must take and pass a written Comprehensive Examination at the close of your training in order 

to claim your degree. The format of your comprehensive examination differs depending upon the specific 

program in which you are enrolled in. General students will take written comprehensive exams that are 

checked out and returned within 24 hours. Clinical students present two assessments to a committee of 

faculty as part of their practicum courses. School students must take and receive a passing score on the 

Praxis, the standardized examination required for professional licensure in school psychology. The 

specifics for comprehensive exams or "Comps" for each program are detailed in the program subsections 

that follow. 

Regardless of the program, comp questions will demand well-integrated responses. You will be 

required to do more than recite information and define terms; you will be asked to apply the knowledge you 

have gained in coursework to problems relevant to your degree program. The goal of the comps is to 

measure your ability to synthesize the material to which you have been exposed. 

You should sit for Comps after you have completed all the required core coqrses in your specialty, 

but before the semester in which you plan to graduate. Clinical students can ordinarily expect to integrate 

information drawn from (a) systems of psychotherapy, (b) psychopathology, (c) psychometrics, and (d) 

professional practice (including ethics). General students are responsible for (a) cognitive, (b) 

developmental, ( c) learning, ( d) physiological, ( e) social, and (f) statistical and research methods. 

In order to take the Comprehensive Examination for the General Program, you must notify the 

Coordinator of Graduate Studies of your intention to sit for your exam at least 2 weeks before the 

designated test date. You will do this by signing a formal appointment slip available from the Coordinator. 

If you fail to notify us at least two weeks in advance, you may have to wait to take your exam until the next 

test date during the following semester. Clinical students will complete the comprehensive exam as part of 

the PSYC 6392/6393 (Practicum IUIII) sequence. School students must sign up for the Praxis at the 

appropriate time and place offered by the Educational Testing Service. 

Comprehensive exams are not an arbitrary requirement; the process we use to develop the exams 

requires extensive planning. Your Comps will test you in your specific area of specialization. When we 

create an exam, the faculty who teach courses in a particular area create several sample questions in their 

areas of expertise. They then meet in committee to select and refine questions from those submitted and to 

produce the exam itself. Exams are only produced as needed, and we need a minimum of two weeks' 
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warning to create a given exam. Plan ahead and formally notify us of your intention to take your Comps, or 

there may be no exam available for you. 

If you fail Comps, you must wait until the next test date, during the following semester, to retake your 

exam. You must also be an active student, registered for at least one three-credit class, to be eligible to take 

a Comprehensive Exam. For this reason, you should take Comps before the semester you plan to graduate, 

just in case. Moreover, even if you do a superb job on the exam, it's a nuisance to wait for the results to 

become available--typically just two weeks before graduation--to find out where you stand. If you fail 

Comps twice, you will need to petition our Dean in writing for permission to take the exam a third time. The 

Dean may, and often does, require remedial coursework before granting such a petition. If you fail Comps a 

third time, outright dismissal from the program is very likely. 

For these reasons, you should not take Comps without taking them seriously.  Allow us to offer 

these suggestions when you take your exam: 

• Organize your answers!

• Make a point-by-point outline before beginning to answer a question.

• Be certain each point is relevant to the question asked.

• Address all points within the question.

• Make your organization economical and avoid repetition.

• Stay focused on the issues.

• A very good answer to a question that wasn't asked may be a very poor answer.

• Be certain any factual assertions you offer are actually correct. You may wish to say that you

would research an appropriate test for a particular population or review the relevant diagnostic

criteria pertaining to a case instead of making an assertion that is incorrect.

• Always give credit for materials you are using. In other words, cite all of your sources using

proper AP A citation formatting.

Comprehensive Exams in the General Psychology Program 

If you are in our General Psychology Program, Comps are given three times a year on campus, 

typically on the second Thursdays of April, June, and November. Check with the Coordinator of Graduate 

Studies for the exact date for a particular semester; when the annual convention of the Southwestern 

Psychological Association falls on the second Thursday of April, Spring Comps are often moved to the 
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following week. You are responsible for ascertaining the place, date, and time for your exam. The 

examination will be made available to you in the office of the Coordinator of Psychology MA Programs on 

the appropriate Thursday. If there are a majority of requests to email exams, all exams must be 

emailed at the same time to make sure all have access at the same time. Administration of the 

comps will be in the fonn of a take-home test, and you will sign out your test at that time. You will be 

allowed 24 hours in which to complete your responses to the examination questions. Your responses must 

be returned by the same time the next day. Of course, this means that you are free, as in the real world, to 

consult reference materials in order to produce your responses. With the additional time and resources, your 

responses will be held to a very high standard. Your work, of course, is to be your own. You should not 

consult with colleagues about the answers. You should also be aware that Turnltln.com may be used to 

check for answers appropriated inappropriately. Additionally, once you sign out the exam, you have agreed 

to take the exam and your resulting score will be part of your academic record. Thus, if you decide that you 

would rather take the exam the following semester, you will still receive a score for the exam that you had 

checked out. 

Doing poorly on one or more questions doesn't necessarily mean that you will not pass your exam, 

but it does make failure more likely. After you submit your Comps, your answers are photocopied and 

disseminated to the faculty with your name removed. Each of your answers is read by two members of the 

faculty, using a rubric.  Scores are totaled for each question and decisions made as follows: -<18: Failure; 

18-24: Pass; 25-30: High Pass.  This criterion allows different trajectories to success. Even if you do not do 

well on one question, you may pass if you do quite well on the remaining questions; alternatively, mediocre 

performance on all questions can also pass if there are no glaring weak spots.   However, if you fail one 

question by one faculty member, that question goes to a third reader.  If both readers/faculty members fail you, 

that question is failed.

Comprehensive Exams in the Clinical Psychology Program 

As you end your training in the Sam Houston State University Master's Program, you should have 

gained extensive knowledge, skills, and experience during your studies with us. Thus, the primary purpose 

of the clinical comprehensive exam is to make sure that, before you graduate, you have developed into a 

competent clinician who is able to think, reason, and behave like a professional in the field. The clinical 

comprehensive exams will help to assure us that this is the case. Comps for the clinical program will be 

scheduled during your PSYC 6392/6393 (Practicum 11/111) course and will consist of two oral defenses based 

upon two elements: (1) a treatment case study and (2) an assessment study (each of which is described 

below). The defense of each of these elements is typic�ly spread out at different times during the semester 
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you take PSYC 6392/6393 and will be scheduled by your instructor. For each of your defenses, a faculty 

committee that is knowledgeable on the specific element being tested will be assembled. That committee 








































































