
1 
 

Gender and Crime 
 

I. Gender and Feminist Theory 
 
Adler, F. (1975). Sisters in crime: The rise of the new female criminal. New York: 
McGraw-Hill. 
 
Belknap, J. (2015). The invisible woman: Gender, crime, and criminal justice. 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.  
 
Blackwell. (2000). Perceived sanction threats, gender, and crime: A test and 
elaboration of power-control theory. Criminology, 38, 439-488.  
 
Chesney-Lind, M. (2006). Patriarchy, crime, and justice: Feminist criminology in an 
era of backlash. Feminist Criminology, 1, 6-26. 
 
Chesney-Lind, M. (1989). Girls' crime and woman's place: Toward a feminist model 
of female delinquency. Crime & Delinquency, 35(1), 5-29. 
 
Chesney-Lind, M. & Pasko, L. (2003). The female offender: Girls, women, and crime 
(2nd edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
Daly. (1997). Different ways of conceptualizing sex/gender in feminist theory and 
their implications for criminology. Theoretical Criminology, 1, 25-51.  
 
Daly, K. & Chesney-Lind, M. (1988). Feminism and criminology. Justice Quarterly, 5, 
497-535.  
 
Hagan, J., Gillis, A. R., & Simpson, J. (1985). The class structure of gender and 
delinquency: Toward a power-control theory of common delinquent behavior. 
American Journal of Sociology, 90.  
 
Hagan, J., Simpson, J., & Gillis, A. R. (1987). Class in the household: A power-control 
theory of gender and delinquency. American Journal of Sociology, 92.  
 
Jensen, G. & Thompson, K. (1990). What‘s class got to do with it? A further 
examination of power-control theory. American Journal of Sociology, 95. 
 
Johnson, A. G. (2005). The gender knot: Unraveling our patriarchal legacy. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 
Klein, D., & Kress, J. (Eds.). (1973). Women, crime and criminology [Special issue]. 
Issues in Criminology, 8. 
 



2 
 

Lorber, J. (2011). Gender inequality: Feminist theories and politics. Oxford University 
Press. 

 
MacKinnon, C. A. (1989). Toward a feminist theory of the state. Harvard University 
Press. 
 
McCarthy, Hagan, & Woodward. (1999). In the company of women: Structure and 
agency in a revised power-control theory of gender and delinquency. Criminology, 
37, 761-788.  
 
Messerschmidt, J. W. (1986). Capitalism, patriarchy, and crime: Toward a socialist 
feminist criminology. Totowa, NJ: Rowman and Littlefield. 
 
Moffitt, T. E., Caspi, A., Rutter, M., & Silva, P. A. (2001). Sex differences in antisocial 
behavior: Conduct disorder, delinquency, and violence in the Dunedin longitudinal 
study. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Naffine. (1997). Feminism and Criminology. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
 
Renzetti, C. M. & Goodstein, L. (2007). Women, crime, and criminal justice: Original 
feminist feadings. Oxford University Press. 
 
Schilt, K., & Westbrook, L. (2009). Doing gender, doing geteronormativity: “Gender 
normals,” Transgender people, and the social maintenance of heterosexuality. 
Gender & Society, 23, 440-464 
 
Schram, P. J., & Koons-Witt, B. (2004). Gendered (In)Justice: Theory and practice in 
feminist criminology. Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press Inc.  
 
Simmons, R. (2002). Odd girl out: The hidden culture of aggression in girls. New 
York: Harcourt. 
 
Simpson, S. S. (1989). Feminist theory, crime and justice. Criminology, 27, 605-631. 
 
Simon, R. J. (1975). Women and crime. Lexington, MA: Lexington. 
 
Simpson, S. (1991). Caste, class, and violent crime: Explaining differences in female 
offending. Criminology, 28.  
 
Simpson, S. & Elis, L. (1995). Doing gender: Sorting out the caste and crime 
conundrum. Criminology, 33.  
 
Simpson, S. & Elis, L. (1994). Is gender subordinate to class? An empirical 
assessment of Colvin and Pauly‘s structural Marxist theory of delinquency. Journal of 
Criminal Law and Criminology, 85. 



3 
 

Smart, C. (1976). Women, crime and criminology: A feminist critique. London: 
Routledge Kegan Paul. 
 
Udry, J. R. (1994). The nature of gender. Demography, 31(4), 561-573. 
 
Walsh, A. (2011). Feminist criminology through a biosocial lens. Durham, NC: 
Carolina Academic Press. 
 
West & Zimmerman. (1987). Doing gender. Gender & Society, 1, 125-151.  
 

II. Mainstream Theory 
 
Alarid, L. F., Burton, V. S., & Cullen, F. T. (2009). Gender and crime among felony 
offenders: Assessing the generality of social control and differential association 
theories. Journal of Research in Crime & Delinquency, 37, 171-189. 
 
Broidy & Agnew. (1997). Gender and crime: A general strain theory perspective. 
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 34, 275-306. 
 
Giordano, P. C. (2010). Legacies of crime: A follow-up of the children of highly 
delinquent girls and boys. Cambridge University Press. 
 
Jones Hubbard, D. & Pratt, T. C. (2002). A meta-analysis of the predictors of 
delinquency among girls. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, 34, 1-13.  
 
LaGrange & Silverman. (1999). Low self-control and opportunity: Testing the 
general theory of crime as an explanation for gender differences in delinquency. 
Criminology, 37, 41-72. 
 
Smith, D. A. (1979). Sex and deviance: An assessment of major sociological variables. 
Sociological Quarterly, 20, 183-95.  
 

III. Women's Offending and the Gender Gap in Crime 
 
Abelson, E. S. (1989). When ladies go a-thieving: Middle-class shoplifters in the 
Victorian department store. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 
 
Alarid, L. F., & Cromwell, P. (Eds.) (2006). In her own words: Women offender’s 
views on crime and victimization. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury Publishing Co. 
 
Anglin & Hser. (1987). Addicted women and crime. Criminology, 25, 359-397. 
 
Austin. (1982). Women’s liberation and increases in minor, major, and occupation 
offenses. Criminology, 20, 407-430. 
 



4 
 

Baskin, D. R., & Sommers, I. (1993). Females’ initiation into violent street crime. 
Justice Quarterly, 10, 559-583. 
 
Box & Hale. (1984). Liberation/emancipation, economic marginalization, or less 
chivalry: The relevance of three theoretical arguments to female crime patterns in  
England and Wales, 1951-1980. Criminology, 22, 473-497.  
 
Campbell. (2008). Female drug smugglers on the US-Mexico border: Gender, crime, 
and empowerment. Anthropological Quarterly, 81, 233-267. 
 
Caputo & King. (2011). Shoplifting: Work, agency, and gender. Feminist Criminology, 
6, 159-177. 
 
Cobbina, J. E., Like-Haislip, T. Z., & Miller, J. (2010). Gang fights versus cat fights: 
urban young men's gendered narratives of violence. Deviant Behavior, 31(7), 596-
624. 
 
Daly, K. (1989). Gender and varieties of white-collar crime. Criminology, 27, 769-
794. 
 
Fagan. (1994). Women and drugs revisited: Female participation in the cocaine 
economy. Journal of Drug Issues, 24, 179-225. 
 
Felson & Messner. (1998). Disentangling the effects of gender and intimacy on 
victim precipitation in homicide. Criminology, 36, 405-424. 
 
Graham & Wish. (1994). Drug use among female arrestees: Onset, patterns, and 
relationships to prostitution. Journal of Drug Issue, 24, 315-329. 
 
Heimer, K. (2000). "Changes in the gender gap in crime and women’s economic 
marginalization." In Gary LaFree (ed), Criminal Justice 2000: The Nature of Crime, 
Continuity and Change, Vol. 1. Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice. 
 
Heimer & De Coster. (1999). The gendering of violent delinquency. Criminology, 37, 
277-318. 
Kruttschnitt. (2013). Gender and Crime. Annual Review of Sociology, 39, 291-308. 
 
Miller, E. M. (1986). Street woman. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
 
Miller, J., & Brunson, R. K. (2000). Gender dynamics in youth gangs: A comparison of 
males' and females' accounts. Justice Quarterly, 17(3), 419-448. 
 
Miller & Decker. (2001). Young women and gang violence: Gender, street offending, 
and violent victimization in gangs. Justice Quarterly, 18, 115-140. 
 



5 
 

Smith, D. A. & Paternoster, R. (1987). The gender gap in theories of deviance: Issues 
and evidence.  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 24, 140-72.  
 
Steffensmeier, D., & Allan, E. (1996). Gender and crime: Toward a gendered theory 
of female offending. Annual Review of Sociology, 22, 459-487. 
 
Steffensmeier & Schwartz. (2013). Can the gender gap in crime be explained? In 
Cullen & Wilcox (Eds.) Sisters in crime revisited: Bringing gender in criminology. 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Steffensmeier & Schwartz. (2011). Stability and change in girls’ delinquency and the 
gender gap: Trends in violence and alcohol offending across multiple sources of 
evidence. In Miller, Leve, & Krieg (Eds.). Delinquent Girls: Contexts, Relationships, and 
Adaptation. NY: Springer. 
 
Steffensmeier, Schwartz, Zhong, & Ackerman. (2009). Trends in the gender gap in 
violence: Reevaluating NCVS and other evidence. Criminology, 47, 701-724. 
 
Surrat, H. L., Inciardi, J. A., Kurtz, S. P., & Kiley, M. C. (2004). Sex work and drug use in 
a subculture of violence. Crime & Delinquency, 50, 43-59. 
 
Zietz. (1981). Women who embezzle or defraud: A study of convicted felons. New 
York: Praeger. 
 

IV. Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender 
 
Burgess-Proctor, A. (2006). Intersections of race, class, gender, and crime: Future 
directions for feminist criminology. Feminist Criminology, 1, 27-47. 
 
Collins, P. H. (1993). Toward a new vision: Race, class, and gender as categories 
of analysis and connection. Race, Sex & Class, 25-45. 
 
Collins, P. H. (2004). Black sexual politics: African Americans, gender, and the new 
racism. Routledge. 
 
Crenshaw, K. (1991). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and 
violence against women of color. Stanford Law Review, 1241-1299. 
 
Miller, J. (2008). Getting played: African-American girls, urban inequality, and 
gendered violence. New York: NYU Press. 
 
Zimmerman, G. M., & Messner, S. F. (2010). Neighborhood context and the gender 
gap in adolescent violent crime. American Sociological Review, 75, 958-980 
 
 
 



6 
 

V. Men, Boys, and Masculinity 
 
Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Code of the Street: Decency, violence, and the moral life of  
the inner city. New York, NY: Norton. 
 
Cohen, A. (1955). Delinquent boys: The culture of the gang. Free Press, New York.. 
 
Connell, R. W., & Messerschmidt, J. W. (2005). Hegemonic masculinity rethinking the 
concept. Gender & Society, 19(6), 829-859. 
 
Katz, J. (2006). Macho paradox: Why some men hurt women and and how all men 
can help. Sourcebooks, Inc. 
 
Kilmartin, C.T. (2000). The masculine self (2nd ed.) Boston, MA: McGraw Hill. 
 
Kimmel, M. (1998). Manhood in America: A cultural history. Oxford University Press. 
 
Kreager. (2007). Unnecessary roughness? School sports, peer networks, and male 
adolescent violence. American Sociological Review, 72, 705-724. 
 
Laub, J. H. & R. J. Sampson. 2003. Shared beginnings, divergent lives: Delinquent 
boys to age 70. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Messerschmidt, J. (1997). Crime as Structured Action: Gender, Race, Class, and 
Crime in the Making. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  
 
Messerschmidt. (1993). Masculinities and Crime. Lanham, MD: Rowman and 
Littlefield.  
 
Polk. (1999). Males and honor contest violence. Homicide Studies, 3, 6-29. 
Spohn, C., & Holleran, D. (2000). The imprisonment penalty paid by young, 
unemployed, black and Hispanic male offenders. Criminology, 38, 281-306.  

 
Watson, E., & Shaw, M. E. (Eds.). Performing American masculinities: The 21st-
century man in popular culture. Indiana University Press.  

 
 

VI. Pathways into and out of Crime 
 
Brennan, T., Brietenbach, M., Dieterich, W., Salisbury, E. J., & Van Voorhis, P. (2012). 
Women’s pathways to serious and habitual crime: A person-centered analysis 
incorporating gender responsive factors. Criminal Justice & Behavior, 39, 1481-1508. 
 
Daly, K. (1992). Women’s pathways to felony court: Feminist theories of 
lawbreaking and problems of representation. Southern California Review of Law & 
Women’s Studies, 2, 11-52. 



7 
 

Giordano, P. C., Cernkovich, S. A., & Rudolph, J. L. (2002). Gender, crime and 
desistance: Toward a theory of cognitive transformation. American Journal of 
Sociology, 107, 990-1064 
 
Thompson, M., & Petrovic, M. (2009). Gendered transitions: Within-person changes 
in employment, family, and illicit drug use. Journal of Research in Crime & 
Delinquency, 46, 377-408 
 

VII. Gendered Law, Policy, and CJ Response to Offenders 
 
Anderson et al. (In Press). Gender-responsive intervention for female juvenile 
offenders: A quasi-experimental outcome evaluation. Feminist Criminology 
 
Ask, K. (2010). A survey of police officers’ and prosecutors’ beliefs about crime 
victim behaviors. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 25, 1132-1149. 
 
Belknap, J. (1995). Law enforcement officers’ attitudes about the appropriate 
responses to woman battering. International Review of Victimology, 4, 47-62. 
 
Bloom, B., Owen, & Covington,S. (2004). Women offenders and the gendered effects 
of public policy. Review of Policy Research, 21, 31-48.* 
 
Bouffard, J. A., & Taxman, F. S. (2000). Client gender and the implementation of jail-
based therapeutic community programs.  Journal of Drug Issues, 30(4), 881-900  
 
Bush-Baskettte, S. (2000). The war on drugs and the incarceration of mothers. 
Journal of Drug Issues, 30, 919-928. 
 
Crew, B. K. (1991). Sex differences in criminal sentencing:  Chivalry or patriarchy? 
Justice Quarterly, 8, 59-83.  
 
Daly, K. (1987). Discrimination in the criminal courts: Family, gender, and the 
problem of equal treatment. Social Forces, 66, 152-175. 
 
Daly, K. (1989). Rethinking judicial paternalism: Gender, work-family relations, and 
sentencing. Gender & Society, 3, 9-36. 
 
Daly, K. (1994). Gender, Crime and Punishment. New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press.  
 
Daly, K., & Tonry, M. (1997). Gender, race, and sentencing.  In M. Tonry (ed.). Crime 
and Justice: A Review of Research, 22, 201-252.  
 
Danner, M. J. E. (2003). Three strikes and its women who are out: The hidden 
consequences for women of criminal justice policy reforms. In R. Muraskin (Ed.), It’s 
a Crime: Women and Justice (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 



8 
 

Dodge. (1999). “One female prisoner is of more trouble than twenty males”: Women 
convicts in Illinois prisons, 1835-1896. Journal of Social History, 32, 907-930. 
 
Doerner & Demuth. (2010). The independent and joint effects of race/ethnicity, 
gender, and age on sentencing outcomes in US federal courts. Justice Quarterly, 27, 1-
27. 
 
Dowden, D. & Andrews, D. (1999).  What works for female offenders: A meta-
analytic review.  Crime and Delinquency, 45(4), 438-452.  
 
Gaarder, E., & Belknap, J. (2002). Tenuous borders: Girls transferred to adult court. 
Criminology, 40, 481-517. 
 
Gaarder, E., Rodriguez, N., & Zatz, M. S. (2004). Criers, liars, and manipulators: 
Probation officers; views of girls. Justice Quarterly, 21, 37-41. 
 
Garcia & Lane. (2012). Dealing with the fall-out: Identifying and addressing the role 
that relationship strain plays in the lives of girls in the juvenile justice system. 
Journal of Criminal Justice, 40, 259-267. 
 
Garcia & Lane. (2010). Looking in the rearview mirror: What incarcerated women 
think girls need from the system. Feminist Criminology, 5, 227-243. 
 
Heilbrun, K., DeMatteo, D., Fretz, R., Erickson, J., Yasuhara, K, & Anumba, N. (2008). 
How “specific” are gender-specific rehabilitation needs? An empirical analysis. 
Criminal Justice and Behavior, 35, 1382-1397. 
 
Huebner, B. M., DeJong, C., & Cobbina, J. (2010). Women coming home: Long-term 
patterns of recidivism. Justice Quarterly, 27, 225-254. 
 
Koons-Witt. (2002). The effect of gender on the decision to incarcerate before and 
after the introduction of sentencing guidelines. Criminology, 40, 297-328. 
 
Kruttschnitt. (1982). Respectable women and the law. The Sociological Quarterly, 23, 
221-234. 
 
Lahm. (2000). Equal or equitable: An exploration of educational and vocational 
program availability for male and female offenders. Federal Probation, 64, 39-46. 
 
Leger, R. G. (1987).  Lesbianism among women prisoners:  Participants and non-
participants. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 14, 448-467.  
 
MacKenzie, D. L., Robinson, J, & Campbell, C. (1989). Long-term 
incarceration of female offenders:  Prison adjustment and coping. Criminal 
Justice and Behavior, 16, 223-238.  
 



9 
 

McCorkel, J. A. (2013). Breaking women: Gender, race, and the new politics 
of imprisonment. New York, NY: NYU Press.  
 
McMahon, M. (2000). Assessment to Assistance: Programs for women in 
community corrections. Lanham, Md.: American Correctional Association. [Note: 
several relevant chapters in this book].  
 
Nagel, I.H., & Johnson, B.L. (1994). The role of gender in a structured sentencing 
system: Equal treatment, policy choices, and the sentencing of female offenders 
under the United States sentencing guidelines. Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology, 85, 181-221. 
 
Owen, B. (1998). In the mix: Struggle and survival in a women’s prison. Albany, NY: 
State University of New York Press.  
 
Pollock, J. M. (2002).  Women, prison and crime. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.  
[Note: see references in this book for many other relevant readings]  
 
Rafter, N. H. (1990) Partial justice: Women, prisons, and social control (2nd 
edition). New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.  
 
Richie, B. (2001). Challenges incarcerated women face as they return to their 
communities: Findings from life history interviews. Crime and Delinquency, 47, 
368-389.  
 
Sealock & Simpson. (1998). Unraveling bias in arrest decisions: The role of juvenile 
offender type-scripts. Justice Quarterly, 15, 427-457. 
 
Simourd, L. & Andrews, D. (1994). Correlates of delinquency: A look at gender 
differences“ Forum on Corrections Research, 6, 26-31.  
 
Spohn, C., Beichner, D., & Davis-Frenzel, E. (2001) Prosecutorial justifications for 
sexual assault case rejection: Guarding the 'gateway to justice,' Social Problems, 48, 
206-235. 
 
Steffensmeier, D., Kramer, J., & Streifel, C. (1993). Gender and imprisonment 
decisions. Criminology, 31, 429.  
 
Stevens, T., Morash, M., & Chesney-Lind, M. (2011) Are girls getting tougher or are 
we getting tougher on girls? Probability of arrest and juvenile court oversight, 1980 
and 2000. Justice Quarterly, 28, 719-744. 
 
Uggen. (2000). Class, gender, and arrest: An intergenerational analysis of workplace 
power and control. Criminology, 38, 835-862.  
 
 



10 
 

Van Voorhis, P. & Presser, L. (2001). Classification of women offenders: A national 
assessment of current practices. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, 
National Institute of Corrections.  
 
Visher. (1983). Gender, police arrest decision, and notions of chivalry. Criminology, 
21, 5-28. 
 
Zaplin, R. (1998) Female offenders: Critical perspectives and effective 
interventions. Gathersburg. Md.: Aspen Publishers.  [Note: several relevant 
chapters in this book].  
 

VIII. Women in the CJ Profession 
 
Franklin, C. A. (2005). Male peer support and police culture: Understanding the 
resistance and opposition of women in policing. Women and Criminal Justice, 16, 1-
25. 
 
Miller, S. L. (1999). Gender and community policing: Walking the talk. Boston, MA: 
Northeastern University Press. 
 
Prokos, A., & Padavic, I. (2002). ‘There oughtta be a law against bitches’: Masculinity 
lessons in police academy training. Gender, Work, and Organization, 9, 439-459. 
 

 


